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THE extenfi ve prattice in cbbitebei you bande hee : 
im engaged, and the many ufeful improvements, founded 


on experience, which you have introduced into Surgery, 


defervedly raife you to an eminent rank in your profeffions 
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honour of your protection to his firft publication. But I 
might juftly be accufed of ingratitude, if I did not alfo 
Seize this occafion of publickly acknowledging my obligations 
to you, and of expreffing my grateful fenfe of the advan- 
tages which I enjoyed, when I had an opportunity, not one 
ly of obferving your practice in Surgery, but of becoming 
acquainted with the principles sh opinions by which it 
was directed. 

To render thefe fentiments of my ‘refpeel and gratitude 
as public as they are fincere, was my only view in this 
addrefs. To fay more, or to affume the ufual language of 
dedication, would, I know, - be uffenfive to you. Permit 

_me to add, that I am, with great refpee, | 
SER en 
Your obliged, and 


. Obedient humble Servant, 


Eninsuren, Yan, 20, 1784. 
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Srvce the. commencement of. the iytefenes sedan 
very confiderable improvements have been made both 
iin Medicine and in Surgery 5 the latter particularly, . 
during the courfe of this period, feems to have been ~ 

enriched with more real eentineen than it was ever | 
before pofleffed of, : 

. From this sendidieiion, it may politily be silenad 
‘by fome, that nothing new can now be offered on the 
fubje& of Surgery $ sand therefore, that any farther 
publication in that line muft, in fome meafure, be fu- 
perfluous. Although much, however, has been writ- 
ten, and a great deal of light thrown upon the princi- © 
pal and more leading parts. of Surgery ; yet fill, from 
lefs attention having been paid to fome of its: branches, : 

there are many chirurgical difeafes which are neither 
fo well underftood, nor fo accurately. treated, as we 
might otherwife have expedted. | 

_ This feems, in a great meafure, to proceed from the 

‘Siac and reputation commonly acquired by fuccefs in 
the more’ capital operations of Surgery; which having 
a greater effect with the public than the moft faeces 
fal treatment of complaints not evidently of fo much 
confequence, has naturally prevented practitioners 
from paying to difeafes of this nature ae attention 

which they certainly deferve. _ 

And in confequence of this, though shi eat operas 

“tive part of the profeffion is, in general, carried to as 
great perfeion as it may probably ever attain; yet - 

. ae Surgeons daily meet with diforders which baffle all their 

ingenuity ; by their failure in which, not only their own 

private jepliations but that of the- art in general, fufs 
oe Ra ee Bite ihe i fers 
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fers more’ than can. be ever compenfated. by any tem. 

porary eclat from an operation, 

“Many complaints might be enumerated, wriiatP fone 
fuffered from fuch negle&; but none, it is prefumed, — 
are in general lefs underftood than fome of thofe which 
‘make the fubjedts of the following Effays. ‘The the. 
ory and treatment of ulcers efpécially, although : a great 

deal has been written concerning them, are ftill: Dery 
defeGtive: The deferiptions given of them by authors 
are fo tedious, and the diftin@ions ‘fo cortiplicated’ and 
warious, that, to a young: practitioner: particularly, it is 
no eafy matter, either to comprehend rightly fach dif. 
tin@tions, of to: apply the different — recom. 
mended foreach, — | 
_.. Applications ind weer for litera? as pointed 
- out by foreign writers elpectally, are indeed ‘fo numer- 
ous, and frequently fo cotitradi€tory, that even the » 
oldeft practitioners find it impoffible té tecoricile thera 
to reafon; but being: generally recomm mended as ih 
confequence of experience, that cireumftancé alone 
makes them too frequently adopted, without being éx- 
amined into; whereas a little attention would render 
it evident, that few. publications on this fubje&, which 
have appeared for perhaps a centuty pat, ‘contain’ any 
| thing new, the practice: pointed out by all of them being 
‘in general’ merely copied by one author from another, 
+ Tt was this, together with my meeting | with ‘more 

frequent difappointments in the cure of ulcers than. of 

any other complaint, which made me firft pay. ‘more. : 
particular’ attention to ‘their management. In confe- 

quence’ of which, I found a finch” Tefs ‘complicated 

treatment than had been generally recommmel nded, 

rave more efficacious, and a great deal of trouble fiw 

ed: thereby both to my patients and myfelf. How far 
the © 
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the ame methods may with ites ee found to fucceed, 


T thall not pretend to fay : This, howeyer, 1 1 mutt, obe 
ferye, that there is nothing recommended i in the fol- 
lowing fheets, but what has been confirmed by repeats 
ed experience. ae id ee, oe 


lam far from i imagining, Boater: that any ‘thing J f 
| have to advance, either exhaufts the fubject, or ren- 


ders farther improvements in it unneceflary. . But 
whatever deficiences the prefent publication may | labour 
under, this advantage may at leaft be expected from, it, 
that it will point out to others a material branch of Sur. 
gerys which for a long time has. been very much ‘neg: 
leGted 5 a, fubject, too, that fill deferves, their attention, 
and i in which many ufeful. Sesh abalcas are st ashy 
ably tobe made. ; 

_ The treatife on ein Eee oe ctrl its lanes 


was ; read, feveral years ago, before the College of Sur. 


geons of this. place ; 3 and as it was. approved of. by 


fome of my friends, I now infert it here with fome, addi- 


tions and alterations: As many of. the. obfervations, 


too, relating to‘inflammation, apply with, equal, pro- 


priety to different circumftances of | ulcers,. the confid. 
eration’ of that fabjedt could not, it was prefumed, be 
any where more properly introduced, ner | 

_ White fwellings of the joints is. another complaint, 


in the treatment of which we are exceedingly deficient; _ 
. and | Tam forry to. obferve, that, what 1 have to offer 
upon ate does not tend fo. much. to its farther elucidation 


as 1 could have withed. But. no regular. account hay- 
“ing ever been given | of white {wellings ; and as I have 


had. many opportunities, both of feeing fuch complaints 


treated in the ordinary. Ways and of diffeding . the dif. 

eafed joints after amputation, | thought it might prove 

acceptable to the reader to have a full account of the 
pradice 


vill Cd deat 5S sae ea a dy | 
praétice dinployed i in them, as well as of the obferva. 
tions I have made in diffections. This I have endeav- 
oured accurately to do; but having nothing altogeth- 
er fatisfaftory to communicate on the method of cure, 
: Pace. on any other part of. the fubjeét would not, I 

now, to the generality of pravuoners: prove very 
acceptable. 

‘I muft here obferve, however, that although nothing 
very. material be pointed out in the treatment of the 
more inveterate fpecies of white {welling ; yet the dif-. 
tinétion propofed to be eftablifhed, of fuch diforders, 
into two diftin& f{peties, is a matter of no inconfidera-. 
ble importance. Swellings of this nature are evidently 
produced by two fets of very different caufes; the one 


occafioning a difeafe which will probably be always con- 
fidered as incurable ; and the other a complaint ‘which 
may frequently not" only be palliated, but even com. — 
pletely carried off. Praétitioners ought therefore, in 
all fuch diforders, to be as accurate as poffible in dif 
tinguifhing the different caufes which appear to have 
* produced them; and not indifcriminately to confider 
every cafe of white fwelling as incurable, and to pro. 
ceed accordingly, . as is MMi tin}t wauts to immediate 
gi ser : 

As the former editions of this Wout fave met with a 
very favourable reception, I have confidered i it as a duty 
which I owe to the public to do all in my power to 
render this edition of it as corre&t as poffible : Much 
pains have therefore been beftowed upon ee good 
deal of new matter Is now introduced ; ; every | late im- 
provement relating to the fubjeds treatéd of is taken 
notice, of ; and to the whole a on tndextt is aaded. 
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fib Sack at Laks | is, in many y diforders, snid sr ehpee? 
f ee Ane Contufions, and Ulcers, the 
pub efome fymptom with which Surgeons — 
toi wend, an inveftigation of j its caufes, of the, . 
nit ding it, and of the method of treat- 
wet ngs adapted 1 to its removal, naturally oceurs 
object. of i importance: And bis is accordingly 
a faficient reafor .for its confideration being introdu- 
ne of the firft articles in every Gags dif- 








“Inflammation, it vis well known, is a diforder to 
which every organized part of the body is liable. But, 
as its attacks gyn the internal parts are generally at-: 

Sens 
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tended with fymptoms, the treatment of which more 
properly belongs to the province of Medicine, w 
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prominent in the middle, or towards its moft depend- - 
ing part, gets a clear fhining appearance, and becomes 
. lefs painful ; the different {ymptoms of fever then 
abate, anda ‘fluid, ‘upon pr eflure, is found to fluCtuate 
underneath. — This is another manner in which in- 
flamrnation termitiates, and is called Suppuration. 

But if the pain, rednefs, and tenfion of the part in- 
creafe, while the fullnefs of pulfe and other febrile 
-fymptoms are augmented, at the fame time that there 
is little change in the tumor in point of fize, there is 
then great reafon to fufped that Gangrene o or Mortifi- 
cation will foon take, place. 

_ Mortification firft appears by.a change of colour in 
the part affected, which, from being of.a bright red, 
comes to acquire a. leaden. or livid caft, while fmall 
veficles containing a thin acrid. ferum are- difperfed 
over its furface—the pain abates—the pulfe finks—- 
but continues frequent—the tumor at laft lofes its 
tenfenefs—turns quite black and flaccid—and fo ter- 
minates in a real _mortified or dead {pot. | 

Thefe are the feveral ordinary confequences of in- 
flammation. By many authors, however, another 
- diforder has been treated of as one of its terminations, 
vis. Seirrhus, . But although. that complaint does, 
perhaps, in fome inftances, fucceed to inflammation, 
yet it is far from being a common confequence of it : 
fo that, though inflammatory | affections may jultly 
enough be mentioned as one of the many -exciting 
caufes of Scirrhus, yet the confideration of that difor- 
der can never with propriety, it is prefumed, be intro- 
duced i in a treatife on Inflammation. 7 

‘The different appearances which in general occur 
in phlegmon being thus pointed out, together with 
the manner in which they ufually terminate, we fhall - 
wow proceed to the confideration of the moft frequent 
_ exciting caufes of the diforder,; and likewife of that 
which appears. moft probably to be the immediate or 
proximate caufe; and thal conclude with the progno- 
to. ae | B : fis, 
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18 Of the Symptoms and. Part 1, 
fis, and ‘method of treatment adapted to the feveral 
modes in which the difeafe is found to terminate. 


§ 2. Of the exciting and predifpofing Caufes aftlofesa 


ie mation. 

The exciting caufes of inflammation, are in general 
whatever tend to ftimiulate; or to produce pain-and 
irritation: Such as:wounds of all kinds, whether fim- 
ple, lacerated, or pun€tured, and with whatever in- 
{trument. they may be produced=—alfo biruifes and 
burns, whether by the actual of potential cautery—~ 
likewife all cortofive and irritating. applications, as the 
_ different {trong acids, cantharides, and all the clafs of 
rubefacientia. Ligatures may likewife be mentioned, 
and tumors that act as lieatures by producing an un- 
due compreffion on any of the blood-veflels and nerves 3 
as alfo, violent exercife of any particular member, and 
cold applied to.a particular part. i ced 
- Thefe are the moft common external caufes of 
phlegmon: but there are fome others which tend to 
produce the fame effect, which we are to confider en- 
tirely as of an internal kind; fuch arethe different vi. _ 
tiated ftates of the fluids, excited by the prefence of © 
morbid miatters of diiterent kinds, as thofe of Lues 
Venerea, Small. Pox, Meafies, and Scrophula:. Fevers 
too that end in critical inflarhmctions and confequent 
abfceffes, feem likewife toatt inthe fame manner. 

Under one or other of thefe heads are compreliend- 
ed, we prefume, almoft all the exciting ecaufes of ins 
flammation. . It is not improper; however, here to ob- 
ferve, that there are other caufes which with propriety 
may be faid to be of the pre-difpofing kind; by tend. 
ing to produce fuch a {tate of the fy{tem, as renders it 
more fufceptible of inflammatory complaints than nat-— 
urally it ought tobe. The moft remarkable of thefe 
is, a full plethorie habit of body, induced either by a 
very nourifhing diet, or by want of exercife ; or, per- 
haps, by 2 combination of both. Thefe diforders, too, 

te are 
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are /obferved to be more frequent iniyoung than in old 
people, and i in men more than in women. 


§ Of 1 she proximate Caufe. of Cann 


Veniouk opinions have been delivered with re- 
fpett to the proximate caufe of inflammation; many of; 
which, by not having much. probability to fupport 
them, dub: never been generally admitted; and others, 
after having prevailed for a time, have at laft too beam 
rejected. : 

“Phe dodttine on this fubject, which for fome cana 
has prevailed in this Univerfity, as it readily accounts 
for the action of the feveral exciting caufes of inflam-; 
mation, for the effets of the diforder, and tor the op- 
eration of the medicines employed in, the cure, will in 
future be probably confidered as explaining with moft 
‘clearnefs the proximate. caule, of all mie bani at, 
feGions. 

From obferving the different phenomena svhich OCH. 
‘eur in inflammation, an increafed action in the veflels 
of the part affe&ted feems in every. cafe evidently to, 
take place ; and as. from an increafed ation in the ar- 
terics of a part, all the circumdtances of inflammation: 
_ ate eafily explained, we are induced, therefore, to con+ 

fider fuch a ftate of the ve Gate as the: nine hip anise 
of the difordér. Scat thy, uAOD Bi 

This opinion, as we have albeiriby dbhecradip nis greats 
yi tipple from a review of the feveral exciting cauls 
es of i mation; which beingin general of an,ir- 
ritatigg or flimulating nature, theif application-toany 
living or fenfible parts muft of courle be always: at- 
tended with a preternatural exertion of the veflels in 
- fuch parts. Thus: to reafon from analogy, we obs 
ferve, that fternutatoties applied to the internal mem- 
brane of the nofe—the aliments to the ftomach and 
inteftines--and the bliodd to ‘the internal furfaces of 
the veflels, ali ferve as fo many fimulants to:action in 
. air ia een; and, in thelame manner, corros 
B32 five 
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five or other irritating fubftances, when applied té the 
coats of the arteries, naturally in thempreduce' the, 
fame effects as in other muscular organs. 

We thus in a very probable manner account for the 
ation of all direé&t ftimulants in the production of in- 
flammation. It frequently happens, however, that ins! 
flammation takes place when the application of ftimmus 
lants, or irritating fubftances, cannot im any «degree be! 
fufpected. In fuch cafes, the increafed adtion ofthe. 
arteries, and of the heart when it occurs, feems tobe: 
fupported by afpalm or conftriction of the extreme 
veflels, either of a particular part, or of the general fy{-! 
tem. And hence, irom the known tonic or aftringent’ 
power of cold, we account for the frequent occurrence: 
of inflammatory affections in our cold feafons of wins 
ter and {pring ; and hence, too, the throat and lungs 
are more efpecially fubje&@ to diforders:attended, with 
inflammaiion, from thele parts being more Lapaneac 
* liable to the immediate aétion of cold. 

Drv Cullen, who confiders: {fpafm.as: the fole proxia 
mate caule of inflammation, when treating of this fabs 
ject, fays, “That a fpaim of the extreme veflels takes 
place in inflammation, is prefumed from what is at the: — 
fame time the ftate of the wholevarterial fyftem. In all 
confiderable inflammations, though arifing m one part 
only,an affeGtion is communicated to the whole fyftem, 
in ‘confequence: of which; an inflammation is. readily 
produced in othemparts befides that fir. affected. “This 
general affection is well known to phyficians, under the 
-pame of Diathefis Phlogiftica: It mok. commonly ap- 
pears'in perfons of the moft rigid: fibres; is often man- 
ifeftly induced by the tonic or altringent power of cold 3 
_ is increafed by all tonic and -ftimulant powers applied 
to the body; is always attended by a hardnefs of the 
pulfe;: and is moft effeCtually taken. off by the: relax-) 
ing power of blood-letting. . From-thefe circumftanc- 
es, it is probable, that the diathefis: phlogiftica confifts 
in, an nee tone, or contractility, «and ‘perhaps 

‘ re contraction, 
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cotevaQiort of. the rmufeular fibres of the whole arteri, 
alfyembAt + can) tr 

An increafed, abies in the nafele of a part being 
admitted as the proximate caufe of inflammation, we 
can, pretty certainly account for the operation of the 
feveral pre-difpofing canfes; and upon the fame fup- 
pofition: may, be: explained. the. different fymptoms 
which occur in the courfe of the diforder. 

. Thus the increafed aétion of an artery, by foiog or 
propelling into the{maller fets of veflels, red globules, 
and other denfe parts of the blood which they cannot 
eafily tranfmit, yery readily. accounts for the rednels, 
tumor, tenfion, and throbbing pain, which occur in 

every cafe of phlegmon: As likewife in fome meafure 
for the augmentation of heat, which increafed attri- 
tion muft in fuch cafes always produce... It is proba- 
ble, however, that the accumulation of animal heat 
alone, which muft neceflarily arife from,a larger pro- — 
portion of blood being fent toa part than what natu- 
rally it fhould receive, will have avconfiderable influ- 
ence in the production of an increafed degree of heat. 

The method of cure, as we have already obferved, 
tends alfo. to confirm the general doctrine with refpeet 
to the caufe. Thus the moft effectual remedies, in 
almoft every cafe of inflammation, are exactly fuch as 
would be. recommended for the removal of an increaf- 
ed tone in any particular past, were we convinced that 
this alone was the difeafe, viz.” A low diet, blood-let- 
ting, with other weakening evacuations, together with 
emollient fedative applications : but this, when we 
come to {peak more particularly of the different reme- 
dies, will more fully appear. 

In almoft every cafe of external jadammation, eX 
cept, perhaps, when it is very extenfive, and runs deep, 
and the different fymptoms are all very violent, the 
prognoftic fhould in general be favourable. For, if 
Refolution, which is the eafieft and moft defirable ter- 

“ay - mination . 

% See Firft Lines of the Praétice of Phyfic. © 
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mination of the diforder, is not effedted, Suippuration 
will moft readily be the confequence ; dnd the dan. 
ger attending it in that ftate, if the conftitution is oth. 
erwife healthy, is not comntonly very material. | 

When, however, the inflamed part is’of any confid- 
erable extent, while the different local and general 
fymptoms of fever at the fame tite are violent, a good. 
deal of danger is to be dreaded. ‘For, independent of: 
the rifk to the conftitution from the fever ‘itfelf, if the 
fymptoms continue high for any length: of time, with- 
out fhowing fome tendency either to Refolution or. 
Suppuration, Garigrene will pretty certainly” follows 
and mm -what Lain that may terminate, is always 
uncertain. 
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§ t. Refolution of inflamed Tumors is, in sates Inftdneces, 
not ta. be attempted. 


BN the treatment of phlegmon, ‘the.’ principal: Cir. 

_ cumitance, in general, to be kept in ‘view, ‘is its. 
Refolution ; as being, by much the fafeft and moft 
fpeedy method of cure. I have faid, however, only. 
in general ; as in fome particular cafes it is otherwife, 
and Refolution i is by no means to be attempted. 

Thus, inflammatory fwellings, that occur in, or 
- fucceed, to, fevers, and other internal difordeérs, ought 
always to be brought to fuppuration ; for nature m 
that way pointing out an exit for forne: fuperabund-. 
ance of fluids exifting in the fyftem, i it might probably. 
be attended with danger to give her any interruption. 
It is, indeed, on the contrary, always in fuch cafes the. 
fafelt practice to affift her as much as poffible, or the. 

ule 
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ufe of fuch applications as will moft readily bring the 
{wellings to fuppuration. | 

There are other tumors again, pr oceeding f from an 
internal caufe too, in which it is perhaps beft to do 
nothing at all, either witha view to refolve or fuppu- 
rate, nis jut to leave them:entirely to nature. 

Thus, in fwellings of an inflammatory kind which 
fometimes appear in {crophula, it might be dangerous 
io make ufe of repellent applications, at the fame time 
that it is not often advifeable to premote their fuppu- 
ration, from their treatment, when opened either by 
nature or art, proving always very troublefome. And 
fuch fwellings, it is well known, may remain for a 
great length of time, without any fort of rifk to the 
patient; fo that, m general, we think it molt prodent | 
never to iadaidhs with them. ‘ , 

In Lues Venerea too, as we are pofleffed of almoft 
a certain antidote for the diforder ; and as buboes, and 
other inflammatory fwellings that occur in it, are com- 
monly, when opened, exceedingly troublefome, and 
wery difficult of cure; it is perhaps for thefe reafons, 
the moft prudent practice always to attempt their dif- 
¢euffion : And this more efpecially, as their being 
brought to fuppuration, can by no means free the 
patient from the diforder ; but leaves him, on the con- 
trary, under as great a neceflity of undergoing a mer- 


-. .eurial courfe, as if mo evacuation from the tumor had 


-taken place. 

In cafes of Eryfipelas likewife, which is a {pecies of 
inflammation, but which is eafily diftinguifhed from 
real phlegmon by the colour of the inflamed part not 
‘being of fuch a bright red, but having a more dark 
copper like appearance ; and by any fwelling. that 
occurs in it, not rifing evidently into a tumor, but be- 
ing rather diffufed, and ending as it were impercepti- 
bly upon the furrounding parts: in fuch cafes, it ap- 
pears always to be the beft practice to attempt their 
‘difcuffion ; as, when fwe éllings of this nature come to 

a fuppuration, 
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a fuppuration, they feldom either afford eo pus, or 
heal kindly when opened. 

So that, the only cafes in which we fhould not at-. 
tempt the refolution of inflammatory f{wellings, are 
fuch, as are either of a {crophulous nature, or appear | 
to he evidently. critical in fome diforder; and this, 
whether in fevers, or other internal diforders of even a 
chronic nature. But whenever the exciting caufe has 
‘been of an obvious external kind, and efpecially when. 
the complaint is not as yet far advanced, we may then 
always proceed with fafety and freedom in what is. 
termed the Repelling Method. 


§ 2. Of the Remedies, to be employed for the R Refolution of 
an inflamed Part. 


In cafes of incipient phlegmon, when the frmptontt 
are not fo violent as.to have affected the general fyf-. 
tem, topical remedies merely, with a due attention to 
regimen, often. anfwer in. diffolving them. But when, 
on, the contrary, the inflammation runs high, with 
general fymptoms of fever, it then becomes neceflary | 
at the fame time to pay attention. to thefe. 

In every cafe of phlegmon, it has been the prevail. 
ing practice. to have recourfe to. warm fomentations. 
and cataplalms: but, as warm emollient applications. 
of all kinds have the moft powerful influence in pro- 
- moting fuppuration, as will. hereafter. be more partic-. 
ularly taken notice of, and as is allowed indeed by ev- 
ery practitioner, the ufe. of fuch remedies, while the 
refolution of {wellings. is. pra@ticable, muft therefore, 
it is evident, be attended with much impropriety. | 

The firft circumftance to. be attended to, in every. 
cafe of phlegmon, when refolution of the tumor is to. 
be attempted, is the removal of all fuch exciting caufes. 
of the diforder.as may happen to prefent themfelves : 
Such as, extraneous bodies in wounds ; pieces ot frac- 
tured bones ; ; luxations; and, in fhort, whatever may. 
appear to have had the leaft influence i in keeping a, 
the inflammation. Of 
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Of the various applications ufually employed” for 
an inflamed’ part, thofe of a fedative nature’ are 
chiefly to be eg on; and next to TEN emol. 
Pipntei we 


it is prefumed too, that the vegetable acid, seo itfelf, 
adts i in the fame manner. | 
“As emollients, all the bland expreffed oils are raften 


ufed with advantage; as alfo ointments of a foft cons 


fiftence made with any of thefe and pure wax. 


S 3. Remarks on the Preparations of Lead, and cae 
| Jedative Applications. 


It is not, in any part of this differtation, iavonofed 
to enter into minute difcuffions.on the modus operandi 
of fuch medicines as are recommended ; as that would 
not only extend the length of it much farther than is 
intended, but to many would probably appear to be 
‘very fuperfluous. It may not, however, in fome cir- 
cumftances, be improper, to devia fe far from the 
general plan, as to render as obvious as poflible, the 
propriety of what at any time may be advanced: for 
mere practical affertions, unfupported, by fome foun- 
dation in reafon, can never, it is imagined, prove either 
fo ufeful or fo agreeable as they might other wife bes: 

With refpect to the ufe of ‘fedative applications 3 in 
cafes of external inflammation, it is not by any means 
intended to recommend, univerfally, the whole clafs 
of medicines which in different -circumf{tances “are 
found to be of this nature. Thus opium, though 
one of-the moft powerful of all fedatives, yet, as its 
external application to the human body is always at- 
tended with fome degree of irritation, however ufeful 
it may at times have been found in fome particular 
fpecies of inflammatory affections, it will never. prob- 
ably, as an external application, become of general 
wie in fuch diforders. 

“Warm 


Of the forties ind, may be aentidared all Oe a: 
ferent preparations of lead diffolved in vinegar; and, 
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~ Warm seinodiise fomentations, too, though they 
no doubt ; are.very powerful fedatives, as tending, from 
their nature, more. effectually'to remove tenfion and 
pain, than perhaps any O&her remedy with which we | 
» are acquainted ; yet, from a great deal of experience 
‘of their effeéts, in different local inflammations, I have 
Jong been convinced, that when the refolution of ins 
flamed tumors is withed for, fuch applications are ale, 
‘ways very improper: As. they conitantly either tend 
to, bring {wellings of this nature to fuppuration, that. 
might etherwife have probably been. difcuffed-;. or, 
when not attended with this effet, they very com~ 
monly induce fuch a relaxed ftate of the parts, as Tens. 
ders the: thorough, removal of ie diforder always CXx 
ceedingly tedious. 

Upon.a proper examination. chs all the different ar- 
‘ticles faid to be of a fedative nature, fimilar-exceptions. 
to their ufe in every cafe of phlegmoa might perbaps, 7 
‘be made to the greateft part of them. 

So far, however, as my experience goes, together 
-with that of many others of this country, as well as of 
Mr. Goulard and other French practitioners, no fuch. 
reafons have oceurred againft the. ufe of lead and its. 
preparation in/fuch cafes. On the contrary, indeed, 
it may be certainly affirmed, that, as difcutients in in- 
flamed tumors, they prove more ferviceable by much, 
than any other application in ordinary ufe. 

And although Mr. Goulard, in extolling. a favour~ 
ite remedy, has been induced to aflert its effects:to be. 
more general and more confiderable than they: proba-. 
‘bly will ever be found tobe; yet ftill the world is. 
-much indebted to him: not, however; fora new med- 
icine, as every preparation of lead, recommended by 
. ‘him, was formerly in fome form or other, known to. 
every sprachicianes ; ; but for introducing, to amore gen-. 
.éral ufe, a very effeCtual remedy for the worsen of 
inflammatory {wellings. | 

. With. 
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» With tefped to the preparations’of lead'being Here 
faidto be of aifedative nature, the:term ,it ismagined, 
is far from “being” improperly employed 5 mbt vonly 
from many of the moreftriking ‘effects of lead, when 
taken internally, being all: evidently of ia fedative 'ten. 
dency, but from its immediate and obvious operation 
when applied externally. to an-inflamed:part : which 
when the preparation is of a proper ftrength, isalmott 
conftantly fan abatement ofthe different fymptoms of 
_/pain’and ‘tenfion, at the fame time’that ‘therevis ccom- 
Municated an agreeable foothing fenfation tothe part. 
“Having likewife, to.a ‘certain degree, in particular 
circumftances, obferved the fame ‘effets from ‘the ve. 
getable acid, it could:not, it was:fuppofed,be focprop. 
erly'taken notice ‘of: under vany other head. « 

‘Mr. Goulard, in‘his differtation upon’the'external 
ule of the preparations of lead, recommends ‘them ds 
_. almoft equally proper in ‘every ftage of inflammation. 
Even when tumors have come éo a full fuppuration, 
‘a proper ufe, he fays, of his Extractum. Saturni, not: i 
its repelling quality, for he will not allow it to bepof 
feffed of fuch, ‘but by its occafioning an exfudation of 
the | contained ‘matter, renders it almoft valways. un- 
neceflary to open them. 

The faime remedy is likewife mentioned by him asa 
‘proper application im-every cafe of gangrene. From 
‘my own experience, however, of the ‘preparations ‘of 
lead, I cannot take upon mie to recommend them im«ei- 
ther ‘Of thefezafes. I have indeed made trial of them 
in gangrenous ‘eafes, ‘bat without any evident:effetts 
‘being produced by them; and, however ftrongly they 
may be recommended by Mr. Goulard, in‘the cure of 
abicefles or collections of ‘completely formed pus, I 
‘mutt own, that, in this ftate of the diforder, I never 
‘thought of employing them. Sothat it is in the real 
- {nflammatory ftate‘of the complaint only, and:while.a 
‘eure by difcuffion may fill be expetted, that fuch, ap 
‘plications are here meant to be advifed. 

From 
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«From the known deleterious’ effects of lead when 
taken into the fyftem, an objection has, by fome au- 
| thors, been raifed againft a free ufe sh te has saci 
of i it, even when externally applied. — 

That lead, in different forms, has, upon being taken 
into the conftitution, : frequently. proved poifonous, 
there is no reafon to. doubt; and that, in fome partic- 
ular inftances, difagreeable fymptoms have occurred, 
where fome of the preparations of lead have been ex- 
ternally: ufed, is allo pretty certain. That fuch bad 
fymptoms, however, if they. were not merely accident- 
al from fome other caufe, are, at leaft in general, very 
rare effects of the remedy in queftion, I can venture, 
I think, certainly to afirm. For in all the experience 
T have had of the external application of lead and its 
preparations, and in many'‘cafes, particularly of burns, 
J have known the greateft part of the whole furface of 
the body covered with them for days, nay, even for 
weeks together, I do not recollect a fingle inftance of» 
‘any difagreeable Ppaptom, Dring: ever producer: by 
them. 

Of all the preparations of lead for external: ufe, Sate 
charum Saturni is perhaps equal, if not fuperior, to. 
any, as it has all the advantages of the others, with this 
difference, that, in it, we are much more certain.of the. 
exact ftrength of our preparation, than we can ever be. 
with any other. For although in the Extrait de Sa~ 
turn of Goulard, as likewife in the Acetum Lythargi- 
rites of our Difpenfatories, which are both, it may be 
‘obferved, very nearly the fame, we may be very cer= 
tain -of the quantity of lead employed to the vinegar ; 
yet we can never, but by cryftallifation, know exac« 
ly, or even nearly, how much of the former the men- 
“ftruum may have diffolved, as that muft depend upon a 
variety of accidents, and particularly on the f{trength 
of the acid, and exact degree of heat employed; which. 
are circumftances we have not always in our power. 
exactly to regulate. For thefe reafons, therefore, the 

falt, 
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- falt;-or fugar of Jead as it is called: fhould, for external 
ule, be always preferred. ro dg 

| The beft mode of aalvia the valet oN Bop to be 

in the form of a watery folution ; for the preparation; 

of which, ‘the following pose inaa) are in. td ie 

found to. anfwer | Mobis etucig noniass 
'R. Sacchar. faturn. unc. fea “SEC gaa Sieh GOMES ito 

Holvelinracels pur.juncu ives OF Goude do. et; ; 
UiEt adde aq: fontan. deftillat. Ib. disor potas thor 

‘The addition of vinegar renders the folution. ch 
- more complete than it otherwife would be ; and with- 
out it, indeed, when fuch a large proportion of the 
lead is ufed, a confiderable part of it hassniesga lepas 
rates and falls to the bottom: ©.) : 

This is the form which I pay sacs ne for the 
ufe of this remedy ; but-as Goulard’s extra@and wa- 
ter are preferted by many, I think it right. to mention 
his. method of preparing themoi) . ‘The sine pik is — , 
pared as follows: ie 

‘To, each quart, cofitaining ‘chitey: two ounces of 

‘French wine-vinegar, add: one pound of litharge.of 

gold. Put them into a glazed earthen \veflel, and let 
- them fimmer for an hour, or an hour and a- quarter, 
upon a gentle fire, taking care to ftir them during the 
ebullition with a wooden fpatula : The veffel is. now 
_to be removed from the fire ; and the faces being al- 
lowed to fubfide, the liquor (open the top mutt be 
poured into bottles for ufes 

-The water ufed by Mr. Caslasdi Ssteits he. terms 
the Vegeto mineral water, 1s prepared. by adding two 
_ tea fpoonfuls, which he fpecifies'to be one hundred 
drops. of this extract, to-a quart of. water, and four 
tea fpoonfuls of brandy. The quantity of the extract 
and brandy to be. diminifhed or inereaféd according 
to the nature of the diforder, or ‘degree of fenfibiliey 
~ in the part affected.. 

In making ufe of either of shake folutions in cafes of | 
tnflammation; as it is of confequence to have the parts’ 

affected 
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affected kept conftantly: moift, cataplafms prepared’ 
with them and crumb of bread, in general anfwer that 
intention exceedingly well: . But, when the inflamed 
partiis.fo: tender and; painful as not eafily to-bear the: 
weight of a poultice, a circumftance by no means un- 
common, pieces of foft linen, moiftened with the folu- 
tion, anfwet the purpofe tolerably: ‘well : Although, 
when this objeCtion to the ufe of cataplafms does. not 
occur, as they retainthe moifture longer, they thould 
always be preferred: ‘Thefe.applications fhouid be-al- 
ways made: when cold, or at leaft with ‘no. greater 
warmth than is) merely neceflary. for preventing pain 
er uneafinets to the patient; they fhould be kept ak 
moft conftantly at the part, and renewed ettipe ne | 
turning tif or hardi >> 
. Amonp the: ssatierilcar Ge cubtiid dath for wasinis inte 
in cafes‘of inflammation, we mentioned” Emoliients:: 
"fPhefe, when the tenfion and irritation on the fkin aré 
- confiderable, prove often very ferviceable : ithe parts, 
afte Sted, being, i in this: ftate of the diforder, gentlyrub- 3 
bed over with any of the inild. exprefled oils twooor. 
three times a day, the: ténfion, irritation, and pain, are 
thereby, much relieved, andthe difeuffion ot a oan 
mor thereby greatly promoted. 1) > 
In every cafe of inflammation, indeed, setlie-raate ae 
plications’ would afford: fome relief... But as the | 
arations of lead already recommended, pubes 9 
~ fuch diforders, {till more advantageous 3 } and i" 
guents of every kind:tend confiderably to blunt the ac- 
tion of lead; thefe two fets of remedies fhould as fel- 
dom as poflible be allowed t6 interfere with one anoths | 
er: And emollients fhould, accordingly, never be pre- 
feribed but when the circumftances already mention 
ed, of irritation, tenfion, and pain, are fo confiderable 
as to render their application altegether neceffary. 
Unétuous fubftances have likewife been condemns 
ed in cafes of this natute, but upon a different princi- 
ple ; ; viz. from their tending to ftop the pores, and 
ad aa 
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confequently to obftruét the perfpiration of thofe parts 
to which they are applied. It is not, however, proba- 
ble,. that in this way’they could prove very hurtful in 
preventing the refolution of inflammation ; which 
muft always, it is imaginéd, be effected in a very: dif- 
ferent manner than by perfpiration. © : 

* When the part‘affected with inflammation is. not 
very tender, or when -it lies deep, applications of thé 
_ vegetable acid'are often had recourfe to with confidera- 
ble advantage; atid the moit effeQtual form of ‘ufing it 
feems to be by way of cataplafin, made with the ftrongs 
eft vinegar and crumb of bread. © In fuch- cafes, too, 
‘Thave fometimes thought, that an alternate ufe of this 
remedy, with the faturnine folution already recom- 
mended, has produced more beneficial effects than are 
commonly obfetved from: a continued courfe of any 
one of them: Picts sie ceuhiae diac tiai ci eae 

_ At the fame time that thefée applications are contin- 
ued, bleeding with leeches, or cupping and {carifying 
as near as poflible to the part affected, proves general- 
ly very ufeful, and in no cafe of local inflammation 
fhould ever be omitted. Inall fuch cafes, the whole 
body, but more efpecially the difeafed part, fhould be 
preferved as free as poffible from every kind of mo« 
‘tion ; and, for the fame reafon, the neceflity of a low 
cooling diet in every inflammatory diforder; appears 
very obvious, as does alfo.a total abftinence from fpi- 
rituous and fermented liquors. | 

In flight cafes of inflammation, a due perfeverance 

in the feveral remedies we have mentioned, will, in 
general, be found fuflicient for every purpofe. But, 
when there is likewife a full, hard, or quick pulfe, with 
other fymptoms of fever, general blood-letting be- 
comes then’ always neceflary ; the quantity of blood 
taken away being always to be determined by the vio- 
lence of the diforder, and by the age and ftrength of 
the patient. ‘he ufe of gentle laxatives, too, together 
‘with cooling diaphoretic medicines, are always attend- 
ed with very good effets. Thefe 
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_. Thefe evacuations being premifed, the next obje& of 
importance is to procure eafe and. quietnefs to the pa- 
tient; which is often, in cafes of. inflammation, of 
~ more ea fervice than. any other’ circumftance. what- 
ever. The, moft. effectual remedy: for this purpofe is 
opium; which, when pain and irritatron are confider- 
able, as, in extenfive | inflammations very frequently 
happens, fhould never be omitted.,+In large wounds, 
elpecially after amputations and other capital opera- 
tions 5 in punctures of all kinds too; large. dofes.of 
opium are always attended with remarkably good ef- 
fedts.. da all fuch cafes, however, opium, in order to. 
havea proper influence, fhould, as we have obferved, 
be. adminiftered in very large dofes: otherwife in- 
ftead of proving ferviceable, it feems rather to have 
the contrary effect ; a circumftance which i 18, perhaps, 
the chief reafon why opiates in general have been very. 
unjuftly condemned in every. cafe of inflammation, 

By a proper attention to the different circumftances 
we have mentioned, in the courfe of three or four days, 
and fomietimes in a fhorter fpace of time, the refolu- 
tion of the tumor will in general begin to take place ; at 
leaft before the end of this period, it may for the mott 
part be known how the diforder is to terminate. If the 
heat, pain, and other attending fymptoms, abate ;. and 
efpecially. if the tumor begins to decreafe, without the 
occurrence of any gangrenous appearances; we may 
then be almoft certain, that, by a continuance of the 
fame plan,.a total refolution will in time be effe@ted. 

But, on the contrary, if all the different fymptoms 
rather increafe ; and efpecially, as was formerly. re- 
marked, if the tumor turns. larger, and fomewhat foft; 
with an increafe of throbbing pain ; we may then with 
tolerable certainty conclude that Sapper ation will take 
place: and fhould, therefore, immediately defift from 
fuch applications as were judged proper while a cure 
was thought practicable by refolution ; and endeavour 

| 1 UOw uf 
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to aflift nature; as much as poflible, in the formation — 
‘of pus, or what is called maturation of the tumor. 

For this reafon, in every cafe of inflammation, the 
different evacuations, efpecially blood-letting, which 
“may have been advifeable while we were attempting to 
remove the Swelling by difeuffion, fhould. never be 
‘carried a gréater length than may be merely neceffary 
for moderating the feveral febrile fymptoms. . For, by 
reducing the fyftem too much, if a fuppuration alfter-‘ 
wards takes place, its progrefs in that cafe becomes al- 
ways much more flow and uncertain than it would 

. have been hada due attention been paid to thefe evac- 
uations; nor will the patient be afterwards fo able to 
bear, efpecially if it is confiderable, the difcharge that 
muft neceflarily enfue from opening the abicefs. 

Although it was remarked above, that if, in general, 
in the courfe of three or four days, there do not fome 
appearances of refolution occur, fuppuration will moft 
probably take place; and that, confequently, a change 

_of treatment ‘becomes neceflary ; yet this, it muft be 


obferved, is only to be taken in a limited fenfe. For , 


the time of defiiting from one mode of treatment and 
commencing the other, muft always depend very 
much on the feat of the inflammation ; fuch diforders 
being in fome parts much more apt to terminate ina 
Ipeedy fuppuration than in others, 

VLhus,in the cellular membrane,as well asin every { foft 
par, inflammatory tumors of all kinds terminate much 
more readily and quickly than when any of the. tough 
“membranous parts are affe€ted. Hence, in the coats 


of the eye and of the tefticles, very violent inflamma- 


reeks, without either abating in the fymptoms, or 
ending in fuppuration. In fuch cafes, therefore, that 
go on even t6 a very confiderable length, we need not 


(ie often continue for many days, nay, even for 
W 


be afraid of continuing the difcutient applications for 


a much longer time than what, in general, would oth- 
erwife be proper ; and fhould never be deterred from 
. C : ug ing 
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tifing them, vuinlefs’ either an evident hppimnifon has 
taken place, or there appears from the violence of thé 
fymptoms a confiderable tifk, either of gangrene, or of 
fome incurable obftruGion : In which event, we mult 
no doubt always endeavour to’ a ne the saat ane 
tion of the tumor. WOAH UD 
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Soe FESS 


‘- ¥the tentit Supprvation, ta general, is underfteod; 
i} that procefs; by «which the contents afsumors 
and ulcers ate convettedinto awhitith, thick, opaque, 
fomewhat fetid matteiy termed Pus: This, by many; 
has been ‘fuppofed to be effeéted by a: natural ‘exertion 
of ithe fyftem); but art undoubtedly ¢an, in all fuck 
cafes, aifordia ‘great deabof-afliftance: Before going 
on, however, to confider the treatment neceflary for 
this purpofe, itawill notcbe i improper to premife an ex 
amination of thé diffetent opinions that have been) ofs 
fered with refpet to fuppuration 5 and this the more 
efpecially, as it will tend to elucidate searapte of the obs 
fervations that will afterwards occurs 


in 2s. OF ihe Fi ormation of Piss 


igs marly authors, Pus has been imagined to cone 
Gift, in a diffolution of the blood-veflels, nerves, mufs | 
cles, and other folids, in the. fluids of. the parts int 
which inflammatory timorsocour, 

This is the opinion of Boerhaave,* Pfatnerf and 


many otherss | 193 
Others, ; 
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Others, again, have fuppofed purulent matter to be 
formed 4 in the blood; and that-it is fecreted, in: its 
‘complete ftate, into Abfeetles, Wounds, and Ulcers. . 

Vhe firft of thefe ‘opinions feems fafliciently confus 
Led:fvon this confideration, that véry extenfive wounds 
und ulcers continte éften ‘fora great length of time, 
without being attended with any lofs of fubftance’, 
which they neceflarily always ‘would be, if the feveral 
‘difcharges afforded by them were found to confift in a 
difflution of the folids of the parts in which: they are 
fituated. , Iffues, too; -afford: inftances. of the-fame 
kind ; by their yieldiig, for a nimber of years, evena 
daily difcharge OF pus, without producing anyevi ident 
alteration whatever in the ftate of the folids.» « © 

. The other opinion has probably arifen from abfceff- 
es being fometimes obferved to form: fuddenly, and 
‘without any evident. previous inflammation ; fo that 
the matter contained in them ‘has been fuppoled to be 
at once depofited from the blood i in a ftate a 
: phtobedits ost ue ! | 

inliee wlgeors huiib duct; to hee foftiatiots of pus in any 
part, if due attention was given, fome degree of inflam- 
“mation, it is probable, would be always obferved. ‘But 
_ as inflammation, in many cafes, oecurs in only a very 

flight degree, and without being: attended with much 
pain, it may often, very readily have proceeded to the 
diate of iuppuration, without being fooner obferved 
by the patient: and this we know, in internal abfeeffes 
elpecially, is not wifrequently the cafe. “We are told, 
indeed, of very quick tranilations of matter fromone 
part of the body to another : but if fuch inftances do 
ever Occur withdut the intervention of inflammation, 
a circtumftance; however, much’ to be doubted’; “yet, 
fill, it is mo material objeGion to our argument, as 
fuch cafes.can never be confidered in any other'light, 
than as particular, and wis ttf, exertions of the 

ni beang: | by leuk. ccloined .aeltige 
: ¢ 2 eats 
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It may be remarked alfo, that if purulent matter fre. 
quently exifted in the blood, as it undoubtedly would 
do if the opinion now under confideration was well 
founded; in fome cafes, at leaft, it would furely have 
been liable to detection: but no matter of this kind 
has, it"is imagined, ever yet been difcovered in it. 
Such pus, too, as is found in wounds and ulcers, would 
not at firft appear thin and ferouis, as it always does, 
if depofited completely formed from the blood. 

‘Fhe nioft probable opinion hitherto advanced with 
refpeét to the formation of pus; is, that it is a change 
produced by a certain degree of fermentation, upon 
the ferous part of the blood, after its fecretion into the 
cavities of ulcers and abicefles and this in confe- 
quence either of the natural heat of the part, or of 
heat artificially applied: 

That it is the ferum only of blood, which i is proper 
for the formation of pus, and that it is produced by 
the application of a certain degree of heat, was firit 
rendered very probable by an experiment ‘related by 
‘Sir John Pringle in the appendix to his treatife on the 
difeafes of the army.;* and it was afterwards fully con- 
firmed by feveral ‘others of the fame nature made by 
Mr. Gaber,.and related by him at full length in the 
fecond volume of the Aa Tairinenfid: 

Sir John Pringle found, that pure feruin, kept fot 
fome days in a furnace regulated to the human heat, 
after becoming turbid, dropped a white purulent feds 
iment, ‘The craflamentum of blood, in the fame fpace 
of time and degree of heat, changed from a deep crim- 
fon to a dark livid colour ; ; fo that, when any partof 
it was mixed with water, it appeared of a tawny hue. 
Serum, digefted with a few red globules, and in the 
fame circumftances, was of the fame colour. 

Mr. Gaber’s experiments, as we have already re: 

marked, all tend to elucidate and corroborate the fame 
opinion, namely, That pure unmixed pus is cei 
only 


* Experiment. xly- 


: ¢ : 3 ) 
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only from ferum. The addition of red globules to 
ferum, and craflamentum digefted by-itfelf, exhibited — 
much the fame appearances as thofe quoted above 
~ from Sir John Pringle.* Fat, which is thought by 
many to be a principal ingredient in the compofition 
_of pus, was found by Mr. Gaber, when expofed to the 
above mentioned trial, to exhibit no appearances of 


that matter; nor were any of the flefhy parts, when 


digefted either with ferum or water, convertible into 
it. 

From ail which, it may be concluded, that the ad- 

dition of any of thefe articles to ferum, inftead of ren- 

” dering it capable of producing good pus, has always 
the very contrary effect ; and that it is pure ferum 
alone from which that matter can be-obtained. 

It may here be yernarked, once for all, that what i is, 
meant by pure ferum, is not that finer halitus, which, 
in a healthy. ftate gf the body, is conftantly fecreting 
into the different cavities, merely for the purpofe of 
lybricating and keeping them moift, and which is 
again generally abforbed ; but it is a ferous, fluid, of 
the fame nature with that. which feparates fpontane- 


rye oufly from. blood, upon that fluid being allowed to 


remain at, reft when difcharged either from an artery 
or a vein, And in, which, though, there is never fup- 
_ pofed to be any. mixture. of red globules, yet there is 
certainly always more or lefs of the coagulable lymph ; 
{ome proportion of which feems abfolutely. neceflary 
for ferum to be pofleffed of, to, render it sapable of 
| producing pus, ® 

The feveral effedts we have. Hs mentioned, as, 
being produced by digefticn upon ferum out of the 
body, will very readily occur, it is prelumed, on the 
fame caufes being applied to it when colleéted in the 
. cavities of ulcers and abfceffes ;.and, from the refult 
of the different experiments alluded to, it is probable, 
that, according as it is. there depofited, more or lefs 

| free 
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free from. mixture’ of fat, red globules, and. other fubs 
ftances, it will yield pus ‘of a more. pure or vitiated, 
Anite. 97% 

"This account of the. Pemba of: pus is the mot, 
fatisfaGtory, it is conceived, of any that has as yet been, 


given ; and this more efpecially, as it renders evident, . 


as will afterwards appear, the operation of all the rem- 
edies commonly found moft effectual in Wihinnteie’ 2 
‘fuppuration. seit | ’ 


* 


% 3 Of the neceffary. Remedies s for promoting. Suppitras 


tion. 


When, Boe the. reafons we have already enumerated, 
it is judged: moft proper to ufe means for promoting’ 
the fuppuration: of an inflamed part, then all the reme- 
dies we have been recommending with a view to refo~ 
lution, muft immediately be laid afide. ~ 

‘No. farther evacuations, as was obferved, are to we 
admitted 5 ‘and if the patient has bee thuch weaken. 
ed, a full allowance i in point of diet, and’ even a pro« 
portion ‘of wine, may probably be neceflary. 

For although a very ‘violent degree of inflammation, 
proves always: unfavourable to {uppuration, by pro- 
moting the progrefs of Gangrene, as will afterwards be 
taken notice of ; or as tending to propel into the cel- 
lular’ membratie, which in’ general-is the feat of ab.’ 
{cefles, a quantity of red globules,’ together with the’ 
ferum of the’ blood, which alone ought to be extrava- 
fated for the formation of good pus; yet, in order to 
have a due. quantity of ferum fecreted for the purpofe 
of fuppuration, and at the fame time to have its fer- 
mentation properly carried on, the different inflamma- 
tory fymptoms muft never be allowed’ to fubfide fud- 
denly; otherwife an abfcefs containing very ill digeft’ 
ed matter, as it is termed, will moft probably be a 
duced. a. 

Thus we find in fmall pox, which are fo many 
imall phlegmatie, that although blood-letting and. 


other, 2 
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other evacuations to a certain extent prove. frequently 
ufeful, yet a proper fuppuration: never takes place if 
the patient has been muclr debilitated by.any confid- 
erable dicharge ; and the fame. thing very. ‘certainly 
occurs, in fimilar circumiftances, i insabfcefles of a larger 
fize. The patient therefore fhould neither be allowed 
to live fo fully as might) raife the inflammation too 
high, nor fhould he be reduced in fuch.a manner, by 
evacuations and low: giet, as to. induce the, ROY 
extreme. 

Having i in this manner. i Seale to procure a 
difcharge into the cellular membrane, of ferum proper 
for the formation of pus, the next circumitance requir- 
ing attention is, that a due fermentation be excited, 
and preferved in it, fo that its progrefs towards per- 
fect maturation may go eafily and regularly on... .. 
This indication is chiefly effected by the ufe of 

fuch applications as tend to preferve a proper and 
conftant degree of heat in the part: infomuch, that 
it feems probably owing to a want of attention to this 
circumftance, that the -greateft part of all the fofter 
{wellings. i not come to, fuppuration.; and .that ac- 
cording to the degree of heat in which they are kept, 
whether from, the proportion of inflammation by 
which they are at firft produced, or from, the natural 
heat of the part they are feated in, they form into tu- 
mors of melicerous, ficatomatous, and other coniift- 
ences. For wnlefs a due. degree of heat be applied 
‘and continued, ferum being merely. extravafated will 
_hever produce pus: hence, in afcites, and other drop- 
fical diforders, large quantities of it remain in this 
{tate for a great length of time, without any fuppura- 
tion taking place; and that merely from fuch col- 
le€tions being produced without any inflammation at 
firft, fo.that-no afliftance is afforded from any degree 
of preternatural heat ; and the natural heat of fuch 
parts, in which ferous colleétions ufually occur, is fel- 


dom, confiderable enough to produce fuck an effect. 
The 


| 
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The. degree of heat belt fuited for promoting fup- 
puration is not perhaps eafily to be determined; but 
the-more confiderable it is, at leaft to a certain extent, 
the more quickly, it is probable, pus will be formed. 

‘This we find, indeed, from Mr. Gaber’s experi- 
ments, is fo far the cafe :** and the obfervation is 
hikewife confirmed by daily experience in every. 
cafe of phlegmon ; in which'the tumour, ceteris pa= 
tibus, always proceeds more quickly or. more flowly: 
to fuppuration, as it is feated nearer to, or at a greater 
diftarice from, the heart. Hence, in any of the extrem- 
ities, particularly in the legs, inflammatory diforders. 
proceed very flowly to fuppuration ; while thofe of 
the trunk, and about the head; go on very quickly. 
Thus many cafes of inflammation of the’ ears and 
throat frequently. arrive at a thorough maturation, and 
even burft of themfelves, i in the courfe of forty- eight 
hours from the firft attack, f 
~ This confideration, therefore, fhould make us pars 
ticularly 2 attentive to the prefervation of a due degree 
of heat in every inflamed, part intended to pe brought 
to fuppuration ; but more efpecially in fituations very: 
diftant from the heart, where artificial heat is moft 
wanted, and where, by a proper application of i it, ale 
mott ¢ every tumour, though fituated on the extremities, 
might probably be. made to fuppurate in the fame 
{pace of-time with thofe in the ears and other. gant, 
jutt now taken notice of: © | 

I am not only convinced, by experience, of what i is. 
here ‘aflerted refpecting the: very fingular advantages, 
to be obtained from a'due attention to this matter ; 

‘but*alfo, from a courfe of experiments I was engaged 
-in fome years ago upon the fame fubje@. But as thefe 
turned out almoft exactly fimilar to thofe related by. 
Mr. Gaber, no exaét account was preferved, of the re- 
fult of them : this, erent is Rane uly gs remneshery, 


- ed, 


* When fpeaking of pus being formed in, and sian from, ferum dir 
' gefted in a degree of heat equal to that of the human body, Mr. Gaber fays, 
Eo autem citius fubfidebat que calor erat major." Loco citate. — 
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ed, that in a heat equal to 100° of Farenheit’s ther. 
mometer, the depofition of matter from ferum took 
place in little more than half the time that was requi- 
fite for the fame effe&t at even eighty degrees. 

It was the ‘profecution of thefe experiments that 
firft fuggefted to me the probability of the great ad- 
vantages to be derived from the prefervation of a due 
degree of heat in inflamed parts ; and | have accord- 

‘ingiy, on many occafions: fince that time, found the | 
treatment of fuch cafes go on much more eafily than > 
otherwife I fhould either. have carpected or have been 
able to account for. | 

- Warm fomentations ia cataplafms are che means 
commonly. employed for the application of heat to an 
inflamed part ; and when thefe are regularly and fre- 
quently renewed, nothing, it is robable, can more 

effectually anfwer the purpofe. © But, in the ordinary 
‘manner in which they are applied, as the ‘cataplafms 

_ are renewed only. once, or at molt twice, in the day, 

they muit always, it is imagined, do more harm than 
good. ‘Kor as foon as the degree of heat they were at 

-firft poffeffed of is diffipated, the moifture kept up by 
them, with the confequent evaporation that enfues, 
muft always render. the part a great deal colder than 
if it had been merely wrapped in flannel, without the 

ywfe of any fuch-application. 
In order to receive all the advantages of fuch rem- 


edies, the part affected thould be well fomented with 


flannels prefled out of any warm emollient decoction, 
applied as warm as the patient can eafily bear them, 
_continued at leaf half an hour at ,once, and renewed 
four or five times a day. 
Immediately after the fomentation is over, a large 
emollient poultice fhould likewife be applied warm, 
' and renewed every fecond or third hour at fartheft. 
Of all the forms recommended for emollient cata- 
yplafms, a common milk and bread poultice, with a 
proportion of butter or oil, is perhaps the mott eligi.. 
. ble 5 
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ble; as it not only poffeffes all the advantages of the. 
others, but can at all times be:more eafily obtained... 
Rieated onions, ‘garlic, and other acrid vegetables, 
are frequently made ufe’of as additions to maturating 
cataplafms: "When there is not a due degree of in- 
flammation in the tumour, and when it appears proba+ 
ble that the fuppuration would be quickened by hav- 
ing the inflammatory fymptoms fomewhat increafed, 
the addition of fuch fubftances may then be of fervice; 3 
but when ftimulants are neceflary in fuch cafes, a {mal} 
proportion of ftrained galbanum; or of any of the, 
warm gums, diffolved in the yolk of an EBs 2 and added, 
to the poultices, 1s not only a more elegant, but a, 
‘more certain form of applying them. In fome cafes, 
too, the fame ‘intention may be more certainly ace 
complithed, by combining a {mall quantity of cans 
tharides with nox he SppEeny intended ‘to, be — 
loyed.. 
P AWhénever eke iifania ations odie: takes siden. 
to a proper degree, fuch ftimulating fubftances can 
never bé neceflary; and from the different obferva.: 
tions we have already made, there is reafon to think, 
that in many inftances they might even do mifchief. 
In fuch tumors as, from their being attended with 
little or no inflammation, are commonly faid to be of- 
a cold nature, as they are generally indolent, and pro. 
ceed very flowly to fuppuration, plafters compofed of 
the warm gums are often employed with confi parm 
advantage : in fuch cafes, they are not only of ufe by. 
the ftimulus and irritation they occafion, but by the. 
heat which they tend to preferve in the part. They. 
become particularly neceflary, when the patient, by 
being obliged to go abroad, cannot have cataplafms, 
frequently enough renewed,” or fo conveniently ap-, 
plied ; but. when fome fuch objection does not occur, 
the latter, for very obvious reafons, fhould always Ge, 


preterred. 
Dry 
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ay cupping, as it'id termed, that is, cupping with. 
out the ufe of the fcarificator, upon, or as Near as pofli- 
ble to, the part. affected, is frequently ufed with ad ivan-~ 
tage for promoting: ‘the fuppuration of tumors: it is 
only, however, in fuch as thefe laft mentioned, where 
there feéms to be a deficiency ‘ob inflammation, that 
it can ever either be neceflary or ufeful ; but in all 
tumors of a real indolent nature, and aohiewé ‘there is 
still fome omens of a et eee effeced, | 
other ramzenya 7 , 

“Thefe different aide ote under the refttiGions 
we have taken notice of, being continued for.a longer. 
or fhorter time, “according to “the fige of the tumor, 


‘its fituation and other: circumftances, a thorough fup- 


puration may, in general, at laft be ‘expedted. 

* "Matter being’ fully formed fn a tumor, is kiown by. 
the remiffion of all the fymptoms which take place: 
the dolor pulfatilis, that before was frequent, now. 
goes off; and the patient comphins of a more dull, 
conftant, heayy; pain: the tumor. points at fome 
particular part, generally near to its middle ; where, 
if the matter is not eacylted, or deep, feated, 2 whitifly 
yellow appearance’ is obferved, ‘inftead of a deep red 
that formerly took place; and a flu@uation of a fluid 
underneath, is, upon preflure, very evidently. difeover- 
ed. Sometimes, indeed, when an abfcefs is thickly 


_ covered with mufcular and other parts; and when, 


# 


from concurring circumftances, there can be little 
doubt of théir being even a very confiderable collec- 
tion of matter yet “the fluctuation ‘cannot ” @ ‘readily 
diftinguifhed : but it does not often happen, that mat- 
ter is fo very deeply lodged as not to be difcovered 
upon proper €xamination. — 

This, however, i is a cireumftance of divah import- 
ance in practice ; ; and deferves, it may be remarked, 
more attention than is commenly given to it. In no 
part of the furgeon’ 8 patsy ment, is expetience in 

former 
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former fimilar cafes of more ufe to him: than in the 
prefent ; and however fimple it may appear, yet hoth, 
ing, it is certain, more readily diftinguifhes a man of 
- obfervation and extenfive practice, than his being able 
eafily to deteé&t colleGions of deep feated mattér : 
whilft nothing, on the contrary, fo materially afteéts 
the character of a furgeon, as his having, in fuch cafes, 
given an inaccurate or unjult prognofis ; for the event, 
in diforders of this nature, comes generally at laft to 
be clearly demonftrated to all concerned. — 
Together with the feveral local fymptoms of the 


exiftence of pus, already enumerated, the frequent 


thiverings that patients are liable to on its firft forma; 
_ tion may likewile be mehtioned ; thefe, however, fel- 
dom occur fo as to be diftindly. oblerved, unlefs the 
collection is confiderable, or feated internally in fome 


_ef the vifcera. But, in every large abfcefs, they are, 


almoft conftantly met with; and, when they appear 


along with other fymptoms of fuppuration, they tend 


always to afcertain the rea] nature of the diforder. 


“§ 4. OF Abfceffes, and of the proper Period for opening. 


“them 


_ In the treatment of abfceffes, it is a general. rule, 
not to difcharge their contents till a thorough fuppu, 


ration has taken place; for, when laid open long be. 
fore that period,.and while any confiderable hardnefs 
remains, they commonly prove troublefome, and fel, 
dom heal kindly. 


In fome cafes, however, it is neceflary to deviate 
from this general rule, and to open them a good deal 


fooner; particularly in all fuch critical abfcefles as 
occur in malignant fevers. In the plague, too, we 
are commonly advifed to open fuch tumors as foon aj 
they are tolerably advanced, and not to wait till they 
are fully matured; for, in fuch in{tances, it is found, 
that the patient receives more benefit from an early 


digcharge of matter, than he can fuffer harm from hav-, 


ing 


a 
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ing any fwelling-of this nature fomewhat prematutely | 
PAI ODOT. og os ek tg | Shs pice 
Abiceffes, too, fituated on any of the joints, or up- 
on either of the large cavities of the breaft and abdo: 
men, and more efpecially when they feem to run deep; 
fhould always be opened as foon as the leaft fluctuation 
of miatter is difcovered. For, when the refiftance is 
on every fide equal, they will juft as readily point in- 
ternally as outwardly ; and the confequence of a large 
abfcefs burfting into either of the large cavities efpe- 
cially, is well known moft frequently to prove fatal : 
An inftance of which, in the following cafe, | had 
fome time ago an opportunity of obferving, which, 
with very little attention, might have been prevented. 
_ A furgeon of eminerice, and of very extenfive prac: 
tice, Was applied to by a young, healihy looking man, 
with a large abfcefs upon the left fide or his cheft. A 
fluctuation of a fluid was, upon preffure, very evident- 
ly difcovered ; andit was agreed, by other two prac- 
titioners who were prefent, that an opening fhould be 
made to give vent to the matter. But the operator 
being much engaged in bufinefs, could not fix on an 
earlier petiod for doing it than the third day from the 
-patient’s firft applying to him: ufiluckily; however, 
the patient died fuddenly in his bed, the night before 
the abfcefs was to have been opéned. Cory 
On eéxariining the body; the tumor was found to 
have difappeated entirely, without any external open 
ing béing obferved; and, on laying open the thorax, 
the matter was obferved to have burft inwardly upon 
the lungs, and hence had produced immediate fuffo- 
cation, Fee a bic ot 
In all other cafes, however, except in thofe alluded 
to, the rule in opening abfeeffes is, as ‘was already re- 
marked to allow a thorough fuppuration to take place; _. 
before any vent whatever be given to the matter; and 
it being then determined to lay the colleétion open; 
the next queftion that occurs, is with refpeé& to the 
. Matiner of doing its | Moca, 


~~ 
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§ 5. Of the di iffercie Methods of opening Abjeeffes. 


Two different. methods of opening abfcéffes have 
been ‘recommended by authors, namely by, Cauttic 
and Intifion. To the former; however, there are 
many objections ; : It is not attended with any fupérior 
advantage to a fimple incifion ; upon a tender infla- 
ined part, it gives much more pain 5 ;. it is mote flow in 
its effects; and the furgeon never hag the command 
‘of it fo entirely as to deftroy | thofe parts he would in- 
cline; and no more: for all the different’ kinds of 
cauftic,, notwithftanding the Breateft: attention, will 
fometimes fpread farther, and penetrate deeper, than 
was either wifhed for of ‘intended. _Of this, I, fome 
years ago, faw a very remarkable inftance ; and ina 
fituation too, in which an accident of this nature 
would not be thotight likely: MOB CC UT a. 

Cauftic was applied to the anterior part of the {cio- 
tum; with a view to produce a radical cure, in a café 
of hydrocele: but whether there had been very little 
water collected, or whether a pteternatural adhefion 
of the teitis .to ‘the tunica vaginalis had, at this part, 
heen ptoduted, is Junceriain ; “but the cauftic penetra- 
ted to the body of the telliclé, and gave the patient, as 
may readily be imagined, a great deal of 3 very. excrul © 
ciating pains It did, to be furé, accomplifh a cure: 
but the danger attending fuch an accident, although 
it probably might » not frequently occur, is,.1 thould 
‘imagine, a very ftrong objection to the ae of cauttic 
in allfuch cafes; and itis now indeed very generally, 
I believe, laid afide, the j pres rerenct being ay, given 
to the fealpel. 

_ .When tumots are fot very idngeat they. ate coinmon: 
ly opened | ad a longitudinal incifion with a ‘lancet or 
fealpel. | dhl ‘thoild be fo directed as to ‘terminate 
at the moft depending part. of the five ling and fhould 
be of fich'a fize as may fee em faflicient for giving a 
free pigietee to the rin ther 8 about two thit ds of the 
Tength of the tumor is, in fuch’eafes _generall ly: reckoned 
extenfire ¢ enough. ; om When 


Sei ; OfsGappmiatar =a 


_ When abfeeffes; ‘however, are" of-any confiderable 
‘extent, they are commonly laid: open “through | their 
whole length; and’ when» the: “téguments! have been, 
greatly firetebédsrieds advifed by many to take part of 
"them away altogether: But this is a praétice which 
feldom, or ‘perhaps never; ‘ought .to be followed; \as 
there are fearcely any abfceffes fo large as to deftroy 
entirely the contractile potver of the integuments 5 
and while this remains imcany) degree in a part, there 
are ftill hopes of its again recovering its former dimen 
fions.. Itis'fiitprifing indeed :to what extent this ob- 
fervation. applies. In many inftances the fkin’ has — 
been known to retover itsitone-entirely,, oon having 
been for a time completely deprived gihcity ni e5is ; 
_ Vhefe are the feveral modes of opening abledttes 
by the fealpels » There! are different inconveniences, 
however, found to-attend all of them ; and particulars 
dy, that as: foon'as an incifion. is lend ‘imto’a tumor; 
the whole’ contained matter is difcharged fuddenly, 
and at once: :oWhereby;* when” the colleétion ig cons 
fiderable; faintings: and: other dilagrecable fymptoms 
are frequently induced; and what, in all large {fwell- 
ings efpeciallyyis: conttantly. attended with very bad 
eltects, a free admiffion of air is thereby given toe 
‘great extent of ulcerated furfaces: 
+The bad effeéts of ait on» every fpecies of fore, 49 
well known to. ‘every’ praétitioner; but its pernicious 
influence, or a newly opened’ abfeels, i is often really 
 attonifhing.: it firft occafions a total change in the 
‘hature of thésmatter, from pethaps avery laudable 
pus toa thinalldigefted fanies; and afterwards brings 
- oma _quicknefs of pulfe, debilitating fweats, and other _ 
fymptoms of hectic fever, which;for the moft party, 
owhen the collection has been:confiderable, either car- 
ries the patient off ina fhort time, ot terminates in a 
_ confirmed phthifis, which fooner or later proves’ fatal. 
oVhis I have, ina great: many. inftances, had occa 
fion to: sapasley ; and that, in fuch eafes, it is the ad- | 

miffion 
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miffion of air alonie which produces all thefe bad fymip:- 
toms, is rendered highly probable from this circum: 
ftance; that of a great number of patients who have 
laboured under fuch difoérders, many haye remained 

\ confiderable time, with large abfceffes fully 
formed, and without having any one fymptom of hec- 


tic whatever: but when they. have ever exceeded an 


ordinary or moderate fize, 1 have feidom known an ~ 
inftance of their being opened by a large incifion; 
without almoft every hedtic fymptom taking place; 
and this generally in lefs than forty eight hours from 
the timé of their being laid open. re 


In what manne¢ the admiffion of air to an dbfcefs 


_ operates in producing fuch a powerful and fuddeni ef: 


fect; is perhaps difficult to determiné:, The irritation 
produced by it; on a large extent of ulcerated furface; 
may probably be one reafon By aéting as a ftimulus 
on the extremities of the different abforbents opening 
into the fore, it may occafion a larget abforption of 
matter than would otherwife take place} and it may 
likewife, by rendering the matter more putrid than 
before, give even to the fame quantity abforbed great- 
er activity in: producing the different fymptoms of 
hectic. . a ae Tyabe Suet yoda 

That this conjeCture is well founded, with refped 
to an increafe of putrefcency being the principal caufe 
of the bad effets produced by the admiflion of air to 
fores, is, from different circumftances, at Jeaft exeeéd= 
ingly probable. For; in the firft place, althougli the 
diicharge from abfcefles is commonly mild, and free - 
from any difagreeable fetor on their being newly laid 
open ; it almoft conftantly becomes thin, acrid, and 


more fetid in the courfe of afew dreflings, which is a 


certain proof of a greater degree of putrefcency having 


_ then taken place. On this principle, too, we may ac+ 
count for the operation of many of the remedies com= 


monly employed in the treatment of fores; and niore 
Seok i al % . -efpetially. 
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efpecially of that powerful antifeptic, fixed air, which 
by many practitioners have been fo much extolled. 

We know from experiment likewife, that other fub- 
ftances, as well as that part of the blood from which 
_ pus is formed, is rendered putrid, and more quickly 

fo, by the admiffion of air, than otherwile, while in 
the fame degree of heat, they probably ever would be.* 

From. thefe confiderations, therefore, the greateft 
eaution appears to be neceflary, for preventing, as 

-much as poflible, the admiffion of air to the internal 
— furface of every colle@tion of matter; and this, we 
may remark, is very eafily and effectually done, by 
opening collections of this kind by means of a feton 
or cord, inftead of having recourfe ei ther to cautftic or 
the fcalpel: 

This method of difchareing the dontente of tumors, 
by the introduction of a cord, is attended with every 
advantage of that by incifion: it, moreover, empties 
the fwellings, of whatever fize they may be, not fud- 
denly, but very gtadually 2 it effeCtually prevents a 
free admiffion of air: it is not commonly attended 
with near fo much pain and inflammation; nor is the 
¢icatrix occafioned by ‘it ever inconvenient, or un- 
feemly, which it frequently is after a large incifion. 

In the Royal Infirmary of this place, large abfeeffes, 
as well as thofe of a fmaller fize, ufed formerly to be 
opened in the ufual manner, by extenfive incifions : 
the confequences were fuch as have been already tes 

hated; many of the patients were thrown into fuch 
obftinate hectic fevers as they never recovered from ; 
and others, though they did get better at the time, 
were commonly fo much debilitated as to be very lia- 
ble to be feized with other diforders, irom vent they 
feldom entirely recovered. 

‘This was the moft frequent. pofult of our treatment 
of peri ab{cefles by incifions ; and fimilar confe+ 

Hi quences » 


* Vide Sir John Pringle’s and Mr. Gaber’s Experiments on this fub- 
jetta Loc. cit. 
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quences will ftill be found to prevail where this prac- 
tice is continued: but finee the feton came to be ger~ 
erally ufed here, few or no fuch difagreeable eircum- 
{tances have occurred. Many of the largeft tumors 
have been opened-in this manner: and when the pa~ 
tients are otherwife in good health, they very com~- 
monly do well, and with this additional advantage, 
that a cure is frequently obtamed in httle more than 
half the time ufually found neceflary after a large in- 
cifion has been employed. 

The opening of abiceffes by the introduétion of a 
feton has been mentioned by different authors, and in 
{mall collections of matter has been frequently prac- 
tifed ; but never fo generally, Limagine, as it has been 
here within thefe laft twenty years, both in the hof- 
pital and in private. And in juftice to Mr. James 
_ Rae, furgeon in this place, it muft be acknowledged, 
that we are chiefly indebted for it to his recommenda-. 
tion, he having firft propofed the general ufe of fetons 
in fuch cafes, at the fame time that he invented a fet~ 
of inftruments, by which they are eafily inferted in 
almoft all abfceffes, however deep feated, and among 
whatever parts they may run; and this too without 
any rifk of wounding the large blood-veflels, nerves, 
or tendons, in the neighbourhood. _ 

Several fets of thefe inftruments, for abfceffes of dif. 
ferent fizes, are kept in the Infirmary here: they ful. 
fil the intention, as was already obferved, exceeding- 
ly well, and area very ingenious contrivance. Butas 
the curved director we have delineated in the plate, 
anfwers the purpofe equally well, and is in itfelf fully 
more fimple, it will for that reafon be in general found 
more convenient. It is ufedin the following manner. 

An opening fufficiently large for the cord, being 
made with the lancet in the fuperior part of the ab- 
fcefs, the director, threaded with a cord of candlewick, 
cotton, or of foft filk, proportioned in thicknefs to 
the fize of the tumor, is then to be introduced, and 

its. 
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its point to be pufhed downwards till it is felt external- 
ly, exactly oppofite to the moft depending part of the 
{welling. ‘The director being kept firm by an affi{t- 
ant, an incifion is to. be made with a {calpel upon its 
under extremity, of a length fomewhat more confid- 


erable than the opening firft made by the lancet: for 


when this circumftance is not attended to, and when 
of courfe the under orifice is made no longer than the 
upper, the matter is very apt to tranfude above; which 
always proves inconvenient to the patient, but which 
in this manner is very eafily avoided. ‘The direftor 
is now to be drawn downwards, with fo much of the 
cord as to leave two or three inches of it hanging out 
at the lower orifice.. In order to caufe the cotton to 
run eafily on its firft introdution, as likewife at the 
fubfequent dreflings, as much of it as is to be ufed at 
the time fhould be well rubbed over with any emolli- 
ent ointment. cen a] 

In twenty-four hours or thereby from its introduc- 
tion, the cord may be moved, and fo much of it fhould 
be drawn downwards as to admit of all that part of it 
being cut off which had been lodged in the abfcefs ; 
and in this manner the fame quantity of it is to be 
moved daily, as long as from circumftances it may ap- 
pear to be neceffary. | | 

A regular and flow difcharge of the matter is thus 
produced ; the fides of the abfcefs-are thereby allowed 
to contrac gradually ; and a flight inflammation being 


kept upon their furfaces by the friction of the cord, — 


they are from that circumftance brought to unite and 
to adhere firmly to one another, much fooner than 
they otherwife would do. As the difcharge dimin- 
ifhes in quantity, fo the fize of the feton fhould alfo 
be gradually leflened; and it is eafily done, by with- 
drawing a thread of the cotton once in two or three 
days. At laft, when there is little more matter afford- 


ed than ought to be naturally produced by the irrita- 


tion of the cord, it may be altogether taken out; and 
iy D2 gentle 
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gentle preffure being continued upon the parts by a 
roller for afew days longer, a pretty certain and latt- 
_ ing cure may generally be expected. 

In the introduction of the feton it was exprefsly 
faid, that it ought to be made from above downwards; 
that is, by an pening made in the fuperior part of 
the abfcefs. The reafon for fuch a reftriétion 1s this, 
that when the firft opening is made in the depending 
part of afwelling, a confiderable quantity of matter 
immediately runs out, which, as it caufes the fides of 
the upper part of it to collapfe, renders it more difh- 
cult to introduce the director through the whole courle 
of the abicefs; than when done in the manner direci- 
ed: when properly executed, the bottom as well as ev- 
ery other part of the tumor 1s kept diftended to the 
lait, very little of the matter efcaping by the upper ori- 
fice. By being introduced in this way, too, the quan- 
tity of cord that {till remains to be ufed is kept clean 
and dry; which it cannot poflibly be when smashes in 
the contrary manner. | 

To fome, thefe citcuimftances may perhaps appear 
too trifling to deferve fuch particular notice ; but too 
much, it is imagined, can never be faid in rendering 
the account of a beneficial practice clear and evident. 

All that has hitherto been faid with refpect to the 
ufe of fetons m.eafes of ab{cefs from recent inflamma- 
tion, applies with equal propriety, it muit be under- ~ 
{tood, to tumors of very long continuance, when the 
matter contained*in them is either of a purulent na- 
ture, or of a confiftence not much thicker than pus. 
All encyfted tumors of the thinner melicerous kind 
are as : fuccefstully treated in this manner as recent ab- 
- Iceffes :, fo that the practice is by no means confined 
to one fet of tumors only; and it may even probably 
be employed in others, for which i it has not as yet been 
advifed. ‘, 

It an{wers particularly well in all colleétions of mat- 
ter in glandular parts, where the admiilion of air is at- 

tended 
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tended with even worfe confequences than in other 
parts. ‘Uhus, when it is thought advifeable to open’ 
icrophulous foft fwellings, they “commonly heal much’ 
fooner and eafier with the feton than by a large inci- 
fion. Venereal buboes, too, when fully maturated, | 
and when the teguments are not become very thin by 
being long over ftretched, heal much more ‘readily and. 
kindly by this management than with any other. ° 
‘From the practice anfwering fo remarkably well in 
every cafe of abfcels, it was at daft, a good many years 
ago, employed by Mr. Rae‘in the Infirmary here, in- 
the hydrocele, er colleGtion of water in the tunica va- 
ginalis teftis ; and it has fince that time been frequent- 
i y ufed in fimlar cafes. J muft acknowledge, howev- 
er, that from the feveral inftances I have yet feen of 
its effects in this diforder, {1 am not altogether ‘certain. 
whether it ought to be preferred to the fimple incifion 
or not. Foi, though I never knew an inftance, when 
the operation was properly done, of its failing to pro- 
duce a radical cure; yet the friction of the cord upon: 
the body of the teftis, to which in this operation it is 
immediately applied, gener ally occafions a very high 
degree of inflammation ; -fully more, I have often 
thought, than is commonly obferved from the fimple 
incifion : Farther experience, however, is neceflary, i lil 
order to determine a queftion of fuch importance. ° 
This was my opinion in the year 1778, when the 
firft edition of this book was publifhed. Since that. 
period I have had no other reafon to alter it, than to 
be more and more convinced that the treatment of hy- 
drocele by feton, is produdlive of more pain than any 
other method of cure now in ufe ; while, at the fame | 
time, it is not more certain imits effects than the fim. - 
ple incifion. And, accordingly, although I could not 
at that time {peak with precifion of the merits of this 
operation, ! am now fatisfied that the cure by incifion 
gughtin every inftance to be preferred. | — 
But . 


ab: 
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But when, in fuch cafes, it is refolved to employ the 
feton, the. method of introducing it, as we have diret- 
ed. for abfcefles, with a curved director of a proper fize, 
feems more fimple, though in other refpects perhaps 
not better, than that lately recommended by Mr. Pott, 
which being with the help of a common trocar, ap- 

ears to be neither fafe nor eéafily performed. For in- 
Rants have occurred, even with very able furgeons 
now living, where, in cafes of hydrocele, the body of 
the teftis has been wounded by puncturing with that 
inftrument;. which, from.its round form, 1 is introduced 
with much. difficulty. Whenever it is agreed upon, 
however, to make ufe of a trocar, either with a view to 
a palliative or a radical cure, one with a lancet point, 
as.is reprefented in the plate, anfwers the purpofe with 
much more eafe than that incommon ule. A large 
inftrument of this kind was made, by my direction, 
fome years ago, for the paraceitefis of the abdomen ; 
and, as it aniwered. the purpofe exceedingly well, it 
has. fince been often ufed, and is now very generally 
employed.* 

* Mr. Thomas Hay, fargeon i in this side fome years ago invented 
a curved direétor, fuch as 1s here tecummended, which has’ fince that 


time been ufed for the introduétion of a cord in cafes of hydrocele, and 
is found to anfwer the purpofe very conveniently. 
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¢ I. Général Ravin on Gangrene, 


SHE termination of inflammation, both by Refo- 
lution and Suppuration, having now been fully 
treated of, we come next in order to the conlideration 
of Gangrene or Mortification, 
‘The 
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‘The-deveral appearances cf Gangrene: having been 
alveady particularly enumerated, itis not now neceflas 
ry tomake a full recapitulation of then. Only, it may 

ibe remarked, thata thorough mortification, or-the laf 

flage of gangrene, is knownsonly by the: difeafed part 
 bécaming totally black, by sits lofing all pam and fens 
fation, at the fame time that it emits a confiderable fe. 
tor 5. at laft, too, adoftinefs or faccidify in génenal takes 
: place, together with an entire diffolution of the difler 
ent parts of which the organ is compofed.. : 

J have faid only in general: for although the vai 
al appearances, as above related, do :moit frequently 
eccur; yet there ate fome inftances of what is called 
Dry Gangrene, in which the parts .continue. totally 
snortified ser a great dength of time, without either 
turning very flaccid, or rumning into diffolution. oo 

Such cafes, Tomer never occur from eal 
tion. Dhey happea commoiity from the flow of blood 
to {uch parts being put a {top to by compreffion of one 
kind or another, as tumors, ligatures, or other fimilar 

cautes, obftructing the principal arteries that ufed to 
fupply them; which, when the ftoppage of the circu- 
Jation is complete always accafions a very flow morti- 
fication ; ; and as the parts, in fuch inflances, are no 
longer fupplied with trefh quantities ci fluids, while.a 
confiderable evaporation muft till be going on, fuch 
a degree of humidity cannot therefore pofhbly occur, 

as in other cafes of gangrene. ‘Thus, that {pecies of 
the diforder has perhaps: with propriety enough, been 
termed the Dry Gangrene. : 
_ Yhere are other varicties. of fe ee maniiersted 
by authors, as the White Gangrene* ; in which the 
parts fuppofed to be mortified do not turn black, but 
retain néarly their former colour, &c. Whether ‘fach 
complaints, however, can with propriety be denomin- 
ated Gangrene or not, may probably bedoubted but 
as it is chiefly that fpecies of the diforder which fuc- 
| “ceeds 

* Quefnay, Traité de fa Bae Th gam | 
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ceeds to iniffammation, that is now particularly to be 
treatediof, and in which no fuch -varieties are ever ob- 
ferved, it is not here neceflary to carry the inquiry far- 
ther.;..and ‘efpecially as:nearly the whole mode of 
treatment, to be afterwards recommended, applies, 
with almoft equal propriety, to every variety of the 
difeafe. 5, 

» OF all the inflammatory Bisebslbaraps to which the 
fyltsin is liable, that fpecies of the diforder termed E- 
ryfipelas, is.obferved moft frequently to terminate in 
gangrene; and'whenever phlegmon is in any degree 
conjoined with-an eryfipelatous affection, which it not 
unfrequently. is, itfeems thereby to acquire the fame 
tendency, by: being, as was already remarked, more 
difficult to bring to fuppuration than the true phleg-. 
mon,.and by. going on more frequently to the eco 
fied fates odin 7 

o The bef! and moft eFobiuak means of ico 
xnouiheaibieti in every cafe of inflammation, is to en- 
déavour either to obtain its refolution or fuppuration ; 
the different remedies for both which purpofes have — 
already been fully pointed out. | But, in fome cafes, 
the diforder is far advanced, and gangrene is already 
begun, before the furgeon’s affiftance is called in; 
and, in others, the inflammation runs fo high, and 

‘proceeds fo quickly, that gangrene occurs notwith- 

- ftanding the ufe of all the remedies that can be ap- 
plied: In fome inftances fo quickly even, that the in- 
Hammatory fate is fcarcely thoroughly. difcerned : il 
mortification appears to be ri ar SA 


Si: Be - Obfervatigns on Carbuncles as a Species of. 
Gangrene. - 


This ran progrefs of the diforder occurs ine fees 
uently in cafes of Carbuncles, what by the French 
are termed Charbons; in which «the inflammation - 
proceeds fo quickly to mortification, that there. is -fel- 

' damm apy evident tumor raifed, the parts turning black, 


: and. © 
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and ending in real gangrene, often in the tourfe of 
twenty-four hours from the firft attack. 

The quick progrefs ufually made by this diforder; 
renders it the worft and perhaps the moft dangerous . 
- fpecies of inflammation. For when it occurs inter- 
nally upon any of the vifcera, as it fometimes does, it 
muft, probably in every inftance, prove fatal; as no 
remedies with which we are acquainted can ever pre- 
vent its progrefs towards the laft {tage of mortification: 
' Externally, indeed, when they are not very extenfive, 
and not feated on any,of the large blood-veflels and 
nerves, carbuncles are frequently got the better of ; 
that is, with the lofs of the affected parts. © 

As carbuncles commonly appear without any evi- 
dent external caufe, they are in general moft probably 
owing to a {corbutic or putrid {tate of the fluids; for; 
when putrefcency prevails in the fyftem, every inflam: 
matory affection that occurs proceeds much more rea~ 
dily to the mortified {late than inflammation in other 
circumftances ever does, - 
> his. opinion with refped to the caufe of cartriaicles 
depending upon a putreicent ftate of the fyftem, is 
particularly confirmed by their occurring moft fre- 
quently as a fymptom in peltilential diforders ; for; 
although they are fometimes met with even in. this 
country, where the plague is now never known, yet 
the real carbuncle is far pve beng a common occur- 
pence: Gi a4 

in fuch.inftances gangrene is very eafily gedounged 
fa from the predifpofition in the fy{tem to putrid dii- 
orders : but in what manner is it produced by inflam- 
mation. in. other cafes, and where no fuch difpofition 
can be fuppofed to take place? ‘This we thal proceed 

to oie litRote. 


§ 3 Of the Caufis of Gangrene. : 
An passe action in the veflels of a part, we have 
already endeavoured to eftablith as the immediate or * 
proximate 


> 
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pratimesonante of inflammation; and the fame caufe, 
it is prefumed, will, in ragny/i infances, ackeuit for the 
rile of moztification, 


One evident efieét of an snidnea {di aint’ in the vel 


fels, in every cafe of inflammation, 3 isa propulfion, in- 

to the imailer capillaries, of a greater quantity of the 
more denfe parts of the blood than naturally they were 
intended to traufmit. . When this is not confiderable, 


a due circulation is fecquently reftored ina short time, 


without any bad confequence whatevers: nay, when 
an a@ual extravafation ef the,ferous part of the blood 
info ‘tae cellular membrane has taken, place in fome 
degree, the fluid 1s often re-ablorbed, and:acure is thus 
obtained by refolation,, But. when iuch:extrayafation 
trom a farther increate of this undue attion.of the 
veffels has taken place toa fill greater depree; fuppus 
ration is then molt frequently the confeqience, 
When, again, a {trong exciting caufe is applied toa 
conftitution already predi’pofed to inflammatory coms 
plaints; asa lacerated wound,for inftance, in a nti 
healthy man; the violent irritation, and confequent 
increated action of the veflels that enfues, occafions the 
red particles of the blood tobe likewife. poured forth 
together with the ferum. In this manner.a collection 
of ag extravafated fluid is produced, and. the great 
degree of preternatural heat kept up by the diforder 
very readily excites in it fome degree of fermentation ; 


which, from the nature of the matter it has to aét ups 


on, not being able to effect a fuppuration,* and the 
craflamentum of blood being particularly liable to run 
into the putrid fermentation,t mortification, which we 
may here confider as the ultimate flage of Epeiaehinny 
comes in courfe to be produced, Lelong 

‘The 


* Mr. Gaber, when {peaking of his experiments upon the craffamen. 


tum of blood, fays, that he could never obtain genuine pus from it; and 
farther adds, “ Vero fimilius ergo fanguinem ceteris puris. principiis « ad. 
mixtum, ipfam magis fetidum et deterius reddere, &c.? Loc. cit. p. 37: 

+ For fome animal fubftances, fach.as urine, thebile, and the crafia. 
mentum of bleod, /oon putrify. Sir John Pringle’s Experiments, Ap- 
eee | Pp. Vie 
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The diforder being, in this manner, Once raifed in 
a part, the progrefs which it afterwards ufually makes, 
does not appear very difficult to account for. The 
putrefcent particles of the tumor, by infinuating them- 
felves into the cellular membrane of the neighbouring 
found parts, as in this manner they extend the conta- 
gion, fo they very foon bring thee likewife to fuffer. 

this way, the mortification continues to advance ; 
till: meeting with a part, perhaps, naturally more irrit- * 
able than the others, or which by this time has been 
rendered fo by the different remedies to be pointed . 
out, acertain degree of new inflammation comes to be 
efi induced, in confequence of ‘the flimulus which 
putrid particles muft always oeccafion: This, as it rete 
ders the parts more firm and compact, makes them leis 
eafily penetrable by the putrefcent contagion ; and 4 
-fuppuration of courfe enfuing as a confequenice of the 
preceding inflammation, a complete feparation of the 
 difeafed trom ‘the found parts is sg advel in Suatpet 
every foon effected. 

At leaft, thatfuch’ an inflainntution, with a bodfe- 
- quent fuppuration, does, in cafes of real gangrene, als 
ways happen before a feparation of the difeafed parts 
_takes place, is a fact well known to every practitioner ; 
and that the caufe affiened for thefe appearances is the 
true one, I think, fromthe different circum{tances 
“taken notice of, is at leaft exceedingly probable. 

‘Thus the local fymptoms of gangrene appear to, be 
_ pretty certainly accounted for: and the finking of the 

ulfe; which in extenfive mortifications always occurs, 
| “and which is by much the moft remarkable change 
that takes place in the general fyftem, is a very nattt- 
_ ral confequence of that debility, which feems to be a 
« onftant and neceflary attendant on a putrefcent ftate 
f the fluids, from whatever caufe this may have aril. 
en; acircumftance we have particularly demonttrated 
jn putrid saad ga in icurvy, wee a languid pulfle 
and 


\ / 
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end general debility are always confidered as the nioft 
charagienitije fymptoms. | 


§ 4 Of the Promoaet in eas bie hace 


In every cafe of gangrene, the prognofis fhould at 
firft be exceedingly doubtful; for even in the flightett 
affeGions of this nature, the fyftem, from the contagion 
it receives by the abferption of putrid matter, is, in 
*fome inftances, fo much affected, thatthe patients are 
fuddenly carried off, without appearing ge Genet to 
have been in any imminent danger. — 

In fuch cafes, however, as fucceed to sridawianetione 
from an external caule, where the gangrene is:neither 
very deep: nor extenfive, and where it does not feem 
to fpread, the prognoltic ought to be much more fais 
vourable. than in thofe which arife. fuddenly. from an 
internal caufe, where the mortification runs deep, and 
more efpecially when it is ftill continuing to advance ;, 
in which circumftance the greatelt. ae 1 is irehens 
to be apprehended. . 

“Indeed; no perfon whatever, with: any! coffidetable 
mortification, even from an external caufe, can be faid 
to.be free from rifk, till the difeafed parts are not only — 
fepar ated, but even entirely caf off from the found; 
the poifon of putrid. miafmata: being of »fuch a pene- — 
trating. and deftructive nature, that many inftances 
have occurred of patients being very quickly carried 
off, feemingly from this circumftance alone, long after _ 
the geile 5 of the mortification had ceafed. In fuch; © 
cafes we prefume, that the putvefcent miafmata prove _ 
deftructive, chiefly. by their deleterious influence on © 
the nervous fyftem. In long continued cafes of mor- — 
tification, the general mafs of fluids may fometimes 
iufler merely from the abforption of putrid. effluvia; 
but as patients, labouring under, mortification, fre- — 
quently die fuddenly, and before any putrefcency has | 
appeared in the fyftem at large, we conclude that this 
moft probably ee Aaa fome effect dann Els 

ther 
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_ ther upon the nerves or on the fenforium from whence 
they originate. But in whatever manner the putrid 
fomes of a mortified fpot may operate, their influence 
is frequently found to be fo pernicious as to warrant 
the conclufion we have formed; namely, that no per- 
fon, labouring under a real mortification, can be faid 

to be free from danger till all the difeaied parts are en- 
tirely removed. 


ROOF the necelfary Remedies in Gangrene. 


In the treatment of Gangrene, when no blood-let- 
ting or other evacuation has been prefcribed during 
the preceding inflammatory {tate of the diforder ; anu 
when the general fymptoms of inflammation, particu- 
larly a ‘quick, full, or hard pulfe, ftill continue violent; 
and efpeciailly when the patient is young and plethce« 
ric; it then becomes abiolutely necellary, even al. 
though mortification may have commenced, to empty 
the veffels a little by one general blood- letting. 
Which, by moderating the fever, and abating the uni- 
_verfal heat, proves often a fure means of preventing 
' the progrels of the diforder : and, in this view, blood- 

letting, 1 in fuch cafes, may, in reality, be comfidered as 
an antifeptic; and it does oiten, indeed, in this par- 
‘ticular fituation of mortification, prove more power- 
fully fo than all the different articles im general eau- 
merated as fuch. 

For the fame reafons ‘that blood- letting is’ recom= 
‘mended, gentle laxatives, and a free ufe of adidulated 
cooling drink, become neceflary. But, asin the far. 
ther progrels ; and continuance of mortification, the pa» 

tient Is very apt to fink and the pulfe to turn lancuid, 
every evacuation, efpecially of blood, fhould be direct. 
ed with much caution, never to a greater degree than 
may deem to be abfolutely neceflary for moderating 
fuch fymptoms as. at the.time appear to be too violent. 
When, again, as is moft frequently the cafe when 
dhe wapsdse “has made any congderable progrels, the 

pace De .: 
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patient is much reduced; either by fevere evacuations, 
or merely by the effects of the complaint; when the 
pulfe is low, and the other fymptoms of fever not con- 
fiderable; in thefe circumftances a very contrary treat- 
ment becomes neeeflary: the principal indication now 
being to prevent the fyftem from finking too much, by - 
a proper ufe of cordials, and efpecially by thofe of the 
tonic kind; while, by the fame means, we enable it 
to free itfelf from, or to caft off, the mortified parts. 
For, as we have already obferved, the feparation of 
gangrenous from healthy found parts, being always ef- 
- fected by the intervention of inflammation, it fhould 
be our chief care to aflift nature as much as poflible, in 
exciting the fyitem, by every proper means, to that 
difpofition which, from experience, we know to be 
moft favourable for the produ€tion of inflammation; | 
which, when {peaking of the general predifpofing cau- 
fes of inflammatory complaints, we have endeavoured 
to fhow, is a full plethoric ftate of the veflels, which 
at the fame time is generally conjoined with a mor 
invigorated tone of the veflels themfelves.. 
It may, perhaps, be imagined, that this indication 
proves, in fome mieafure, contradictory to what we 
lately advifed with refpect to the propriety of blood- 
letting im fome cafes of gangrene. When properly 
confidered, however, it will by no means appear to be 
fo. For we well know, that, in every diforder to 
which the fyftem is liable, an over dofe of the moft 
effectual remedy will often prove juft as detrimental 
as a medicine of the moft oppofite tendency: and, in 
the fame manner, though a certain degree of inflam. 
mation is, perhaps, abfolutely neceflary for the cure 
of every gangrene; yet, in a very high degree, it be- 
comes always exceedingly hurtful. | 
With a view to fulfil the intention of this indica- 
tion, a good nourifhing diet becomes aeceflary, with — 
fuch a proportion of generous wine as the patient’s 
ftrength and fymptoms of the diforder may feem to 
require. | By 
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By a due atténtion to this circumftahee of regimen, : 
particularly by a proper allowance of wine, much more 
real advantage is commonly abtained than ever occurs 
from the ufe of the whole tribe of ftiraulating warm 
_cordials. When, however, the patient is much re- 
duced, and very languid, fomie of thefe, fich as the 
valatile alkali, and confedtia cardiaca, may, at the 
fame time, and in fuch quantities, be preferibed, as 
the patient’s immediate fituation appears to render 
heceflary. 

But of all the medicines hitherto ufed in mortifica- 
tion, none proves fo certainly efficacious as the Cortex 
Peruvianus, which has often a very evident and pow- 
erful influence in putting a flop to the diforder. As 
it is a very powerful tonic remedy, it may probably 
act by invigorating the general fyftem; and thus, by 
rendering it more fufceptible of that inflammator y 
tendency, which we have fhown to be fo neceflary for 
effecting a feparation of mortified parts, it tee in this 
manner enable it to free itfelf from them. It may 
likewife, perhaps, in fome initances, act as an antilep- 
tic, merely by correcting putrefaction; though, in 
the former mode of operating, its effects, we appre- 
hend, are generally much more conliderabie than in 
the latter. 

In whatever manner the bark operates, however, it 
can in no cafe of mortification’ be ever, with propriety, 
omitted, excepting in the firft ftage of the diforder, 
while feveral of the inflammatory fymptoms yet re- 
main violent; but, as foom as thefe are tolerably a-- 
bated, it may always, both with fafety and advantage, 
be employ ee gi 

The belt rule with refpect to the quantity of the 
. medicine to be ex chibited, is to give it always im as 
large dofes, and thefe to be as frequently repeated, as 
the ftomach can eafily bear. It is a great inconveni- 
ence, however, which is found to attend almoft every 
cafe of gangrene, that the ftomach can feldom bear:a 

fufficient 
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fufficient quantity of the bark in fubftance,; which is 
always, we may remark, the beft mode of ufing it; 
but particularly in this diforder, when none of the fi 
ner préparations of the medicine are ever fo much’ to 
be depended on. 

Of all the different forms employed for exhibiting. 
bark, I have generally found it fit eafieft on the ftom- 
ach when conjoined with fome of the fpirituous wa- 
ters; and to the ufe of which, in fuch’ cafes of gan- 
_ grene as bark itfelf is proper in, there can never be any 
objection. . The following formula is far from being 
difagreeable, and I have known it anfwer with patients 
whofe itomachs rejeéted: every other. | 

R. Aq. alexitet. fimp. 

cinnamon. fort. aa unc. iii. 
aromatic. une. i. 

Pulv. ort: Perav. fubtil. unc. fs. mifce; eoch. iis 

omnt femihora fumendis, agitata phiala. 

In this manner a drachm of the bark comes to be 
taken every hour, which, in general, in lefs than twen- 
ty-four. hours, has a confiderable influence in produc 
ing a. change: om the diforder. A great deal depends 
upon the medicine being in a fine powder, as patients 
often bear confiderable quantities of it in that ftate, 
when they reject even very fmall dofes of a coarfe 
powder. 

As a fpecies of bark has lately been much employ- 
ed, ofa more deep red colour than the kind in ordi- 
nary ufe, 1 think it right to mention the refult of my 
owh experience of it. I cannot pretend to form any 
judgment of the effects of this remedy in the cure of 
intermittents, as, in Edinburgh and its environs, a-. 
gues are very rarely met with. But, fodar as I have 
yet feen, its influence, in. cafes of gangrene, and in 
correcting the thin fetid difcharge. of putrid ulcers, 
is far inferior to that of the beft ordinary bark of a 
brown or cinnamon colour, .One very remarkable 
inftance of this it may not bei improper to mention : 

A gentleman, 
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A gentleman, for feveral:years, had laboured under a 
_ finuous ulcer, the difcharge of which, once in two or 
three months, always became ‘thin, putrid, and very 
-acrid.. The influence of common bark, in corr rrecting 
this, was fo remarkable, that a few doles: of it com 
monly had a confiderable-effe& in rendering the mat» 
ter thick, and much lefs offenfive. From the talte, 
and other fenfible qualities of the ted bark, being 
- ftronger than thofe of the ordinary: kind, Iwas at firft 
inclined to think favourably of it; and among ‘others 
I preferibed it to this patient. But although he con- 
tinued for feveral days to take it in the fame dofes he 
had always ufed of the other; he did not experience 
any advantage from it ; while, on the other hand, on 
the common. bark. being again employed; the matter — 
_ from being thin and fetid, was quickly converted into 
‘pus of a proper confiftence. 12 ity MS YB 
_» One trial, however, is by no means fafficient for 
enabling us to form a "jutt opinion of any medicine : 
And accordingly 1 was refolved to put it to the fame 
_ teft in-future occurrences of a fimilar nature: >It. has 
“now been’ three times tried: in the fame: manner, and 
the refult has been always the fame. The red bark 
has never produced any changé on the nature of the 
_ difcharge, while the influence of the other.has been 
‘uniformly. the fameé. Indeed, our patient is now fo 
much convinced of the inefficacy of the’ former, that it 
‘is with reluGance he is induced to take it; although, 
at firft, his expectations from it were raifed very high, 
“not only from the opinion I had endeavoured to give 
of it, but from the nich panegyrtics: beltowed « on it by 
“others: 
ofPhis ts the moftr¥emarkable: cafed Have! tnt with 
_ for comparing the effects of the different kinds of bark : 
but I have likewife feen the red bark fail: in other ca- 
fes, where the commen: kind of it proved evidently 
ufeful; fo that although I cannot. with certainty fay 
_ that the red bark: will’ never prove ufeful in cafes of 
E mortification, 
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mortification, and in fuch ulcers.as we have defcribed, 
et from the refult'of ‘all the experience I have yet 
oi of it, I am. inclined to confider it as of a very in- 
ferior nature to the other.» Farther. obfervation, how- 
ever, is neceflary: to. rie t inaticr of fuch im- 
pontaacesnirabast 113d! he 
. Together with bark, ‘the deticlna ey is feabensly 
employed with advantage ; and the beft form of ufing 
‘itz as by: dhe edo all the patient: $ drink with; elitr 
ot: wittiokems bay 
-Thefe are, -almott he Stes internal wenden to be 
depended on in cafes of gangrene. Many others, in- 
deed, shave been recommended ;. but all. the advanta- 
ges.to be obtained from any of them, may be procured 
with more certainty from fome or all of thole we. bare 
already enumerated. ; 
' In the way of aeeptat, praia Wet we find a variet 
of remedies pointed out by. authors, and particularly 
thofe of the antifeptic kind; fuch as all the warm 
- qgums and: balfams, ardent Spirits, and even alcohol : 
and to admit of their nearer application to the found 
parts, with a.view to the prefervation of thefe from 
-putrefaction, deep {carifications through the difeafed, 
and into the loand. Parts have been generally: fa recom- 
Heel Gi 
‘But alt hasta fagk articles may be of ufe in ee... 
sear es dead animal {ub{tances from corruption : yet 
that they will always prove fervaceable, in the fame 
_manner, in. living, bodies, 1 is probably very much to be 
-doubted.- _ And it is even apprehended, by the ftrong 
- vitritation they. always occafion when applied to a living 
fibre, that in fuch cafes as the prefent, they may rather 
‘domifchief; it being only,as we have already obferved, 
a very. flight degree of inflammation that is required. 
The incifions, too, when carried into the found parts, 
with a viewyto, facilitate the operation of fuch reme- 
dies, may likewife do harm; not only from the rifk 
Lot OURS the. blood-veileis, nerves, and tendons, 
oldies Whoa i : that 
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that lie in the way ; but alfo, by allowing a free and 
farther entrance of the putrefcent fluids into the parts’ 
not yet affected : And unlefs they are carried fo deep 
as freely to reach the found parts, applications of the 
antifeptic kind can never have any effe& in anfwering 
the purpofe for which they are intended. For thefe 
reafons, and from never having obferved any advan- 
tages to accrue fron fcarifications, I have long thought 
that they might be entirely laid afide.* = 
 Theriac was, in former times, and ftill is with fome 
practitioners, a very common application in every cafe 
of gangrene ; but from any opportunities I have had 
of feeing it ufed, I cannot fay that it ever feemed to 
‘Produce shy evident food ‘efettss eo he re 

All the gdvantages commonly derived from the great . 
variety of applications recommended for gangrene, are 
obtained with more eafe, and generally too with more 
certainty, from the ufe of any gently ftimulating em- 
brocation ; which, by exciting a flight irritation upon. 
the furface, and efpecially when aflifted by a free ufe 
of the bark, as was already directed, at laft commonly 
produces fuch a degree of inflammation as is wifhed 
for. With this view I have frequently known a weak 
{olution of fal ammoniac in vinegar and water anfwer 
exceedingly well ; a drachm of the falt to two ounces 
of vinegar and fix of water, form a mixture of a very 
proper ftrength for every purpofe of this kind ; but 
the degree of ftimulus can be eafily either increafed 
or dimmifhed according to circumftances, by ufing’a- 
larger or fmaller proportion of the falt.  ~ te intel 
eB eg toyed nol Mok uHEH A 

* ‘Although I was convinced from experience of what is here advanco 
ed againft the ufe of fcarifications, as well as of the impropriety and in- 
efficacy. of very warm ftimulating applications.in cafes-of mortification 5. 
it was not without diffidence that I firft ventured to affert it, the opinion 
at that time being, in this place at leaft, ina great meafure new. Iam’ 
now happy to-fiad, however, ina late publication, the fame pradtice | 
recommended frony'the beft authority. Vide Chirurgical Obfervations 
by Percival Pott, F.R.S. &c. | ! 

In the fame publication is given a particular defcription of a fpecies | 
of mortification incident to the toes and feet, in which Peruvian bark 
has little or no influence, and in which opium, given in large dofés, 
frequenily repeated, proves a very effectual remedy. 
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When with. this view, however, incifions are employ- — 
ed, care fhauld always be taken that they be not car- 
ried the length of the found parts. 


; i i 


4" \ 


. Whenever, either by the means we have recom- . 
mended, or by the effects of a. natural. exertion of the 
fyftem, a, flight inflammation begins to arife between 
the difeafed and found parts, we may in general, with. 
tolerable certainty, expec, that, in due time, a thor- 
ough feparation will take place.:. and, when a full fup- 
puration has fairly commenced, there then can be lit- 
tle doubt. but that the mortified parts will be very 
foon and eafily‘removed. ptt 

_ A feparation being completely effected, the remain- 
ing fore, which.is then,to be confidered merely as.a 
fimple purulent ulcer, may be treated in the fame 
manner as fuch fores generally are, with very flight 
eafy dreflings ;. at the fame time that proper attention 
mu{t always be paid to. fupport the ftrength of the 
fyftem, by the continuance.of.a nourifhing diet, the 
bark, eat ae quantities of wine as may feem ta be 
nevetary Pana oth pre . 

Although fuch ulcers, however, as remain after gan- 
grenous affections that haye not been very extenfive, 
may in general be healed in the manner now mention- 
ed; yet, in mortifications feated on the extremities, 
and which have penetrated to the bones, it fometimes 
happens*that the whole furrounding foft parts come 
to be deftroyed, fo that amputation of the member is 
thereby rendered necefflary. » But we fhould never 

| - have 
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have recourfe to amputation till a full and stonedih 
feparation of the mortified parts has taken place: fo 
_ that it ought, in every cafe of gangrene, to be held as 
an eftablifhed maxim, never to amputate a member till 
a full ftop:-has been put to the difeafe, or even till a 
complete feparation of the mortification from the 
found parts has -been produced. For although the 
parts immediately contiguous to thofe evidently difeaf- 
ed, may outwardly appear to be found, yet there can 
never be any certainty of thofe, even directly below, 
remaining fo till a feparation occurs ; fo till this has 
evidently taken place, we can never have any fecurity | 
for the diforder not returning, and perhaps immedi- 
ately too, upon the remaining ftump. 

It muft be obferyed, however, fist as foon as an en- 
fire feparation of the gangrene has occurred, no time 
fhould be unneceflarily loft in putting the operation 
in practice ; for, as long as any of the corrupted parts 
remain in contaét with the found, the fyftem muft fill _. 
be fuffering confiderably, by the conftant abforption 
of putrefcent particles, that fo long will undoubtedly 
fake place, =” 
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PY Y different authors: very different definitions ony 
¥ }:-béen given of the'term Ulcer: But what ins 

eral feems to’ be under{tood by it is, a-folution’ inks 
 tihuity im any: of the fofter parts. of : the: “body, dif 
be charging either pus, fanies, or "any other vitiated math 
ter ; and this, whether the-complaint: ‘may |have orig- 


inally proceeded from an internal or an at 
caufe: SQaie LW SS to viii : 

Many writers, sited aia confinbdii the © ‘term’ to 
fuch fores as are the confequence of fome internal dif. 
order of the fyftem. But in this they have certainly 
erred: for even the moft fimple wound, not in the 
 teafk connected with any other difeafe, if it does not 
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‘the er phi in Reena of ‘Dae. to O tie foft 
parts only, yet that ulcers of the bones do likewife oc-_ 
cur, is certain. Thus every fpecies of caries attended 
with lofs offubftance, may, with Propriety,) be termed 
-anulcer; and it is fo in reality, both in its APP 
ances and effets. 

But, in order to prevent fuch: onfufion as common- 
ly occurs from the introduction of more diftinCtions 
than are abfolutely. neceflary, I-mean to confider caries 
as an accidental fymptom of ulcers, and to {peak of it 
under the general denomination of Carious Ulcer. 

Ulcers have been commonly diftinguithed by differ- 
ent appellations, according to fome particular circum. 
ffance attending them ; and different methods of cure 
have accordingly been pointed out for each. And if 
thefe had been-taken from. chara¢teriftics fufficiently 
diftiné, and of any real confequence either in the the- 
ory or treatment of the different diforders, they would 
certainly have been material, and ought to be retain- 
ed. Butvas it 1s evident, that. many ¢ of them have been 
_ formed from | cir¢umftances either not very obvious, or 
from fuch as-are merely accidental, and that.do sof, 
therefore, afford -any. real: diftia tions to adhere to 
thefe could’néver be produttive of any advantage ; and 
might even, itis prefumed, frequently do mifchief, by 
leading to a more complicated practice, when a much 
more fimple: treatment wari probably anfwer. the 
purpofe. 

The different pinchinhusdes fon which ulcers have 
received their denominations, are, | 
. ‘a})From the general appearances of the, folids in 
the parts difeafed : as the Callous, Fungaus, Fiftu- 
lous, &c. 

2, From 


siaul | Ulcers: im general. a ae 


4. From the nature of the matter” difcharged ? i as 
ae Ichotous, Sordid; and Purulent ; ; front their dif- 
charging a thin ichor, a more vifcid glutinous kind of 
losep en termed fordes, and’ purulent matter: - 

1gir From their duration : as the Recent, and Ha. 
Haan yes he Opa 3 
oy isa the hie die ipeibeobas being vibe privi- 
sear apa are. minke gre a8 ene or ers 
And» 08 Doty 2G 

SBE ‘They have sre tenived wis hal Gouda; or 
Scrophulous; according: as they have been fuppofed 
to’ be connected vale the amiee Wentnpay ithe rere 
or: Serdphula. volte [ngiqos # yigisit 

‘Though, it-may He pnp for pradtdoriérs to be 
acquainted with thefe: and other terms that havevbeen 
ufed, ‘in .order more ‘accurately. to: underftand sthe 
meaning of authors, and to explain to\one another the 
appearances of difeafes 5 yet it is exceedingly: obvious 
that many of the diftin@idns we meet with in books, 
Rhave>beerttaken from cireumftances quite too’ ‘trivial 
to haverany real influence on the'diforders, and which 
confequehtly can have ino! other effeét than to. embar- 
ra{sand perplex: alb opened enter es ne o of 
ae bransh' ‘Ofipra@iice) © pot ats dicing (Vlg 
OM ATE). OOF, 89 Seis t 

vith Sao. Of the ap a pape eck Ulcer * 

| Pheifollowing arrangement of ulcers; at as fame 
time that it appears to be exceedingly fimple and nat- 
ural, ‘edmprehends every fpecies of the complaint that 
can occur; and if) duly attended :toj<will;;we hope, 
- render the method of treating them. more effectual, 
‘and at the fame time more certain than in general it is 
found forsbhiese of 6 A SEpe PTL TUE 

at then, may a divided into two general claft 

In ‘the firft:we mean to comprehend all fuch as 

are merely local, and that’ do not depend upon any 
diforder of the fyftem, 7 
atid In 
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» In the fecond clafs all fuch ulcers are included: as 
are the confequence of, of that: are: si pga nig 
any diforder of the conftitutien,:. LiL yeti tel 

‘he importance of fuchia claflification: appears‘ev 
deit from) theavery: great difference in: diencetiabat: 
which undoubtedly fhould take place, between. ulcers 
that ate only: topical afleGions,> and fuch ascate con- 
nected with any diforder of thedyftem. oilt is frequent 
ly, indeed, from want of due attention to a diftine 
tiopook thimiathine,, hat thertreatmentof ulcers! is.ren- 


dered: fo -tedious. and (uncertain.rasoit yeryloftenris. | 
Fors by. forming 2diagnofié too haftily; andibytreating — 


an ulcer that is merely a topical affecion, «with :reme- 


dies direéted)t6 fome diferder; of! thes enerabfyitem, 
many are forced-tooundergavery. shninaads ‘courfes 


of medicins,andomay thereby. havesther conftudons 


arrepatably: diay nisiqxzo of bas 219Aius so ymtacom 
1 A Contrary erver, agiinsnot ree ar Aa 
eabeiocics fa Rycroft fampleidcal af. 
nences; mam: treatin 3; as ca 
fobtbonkadheselraliers: ‘which: ssc fain yiowing to 
Soeumunicas ofthe: habit and whi ds 
therefore,in to expect! to! clire Teme. 
dies only, alee the gees ne cpio 
the fame time Vachon to. Sometimes, an ulcer 
is treated ada’ difordér of the ¢ pituey ; but, by 
amiftaking the nature of the complsint,srhidheabetrt 
muft.occafion'a mifapplication of remedies, ithe cure 
of the fore.is thereby notjonly greatly:retarded, ' but 
the fyftem lin “other irefpeéts is often broughwtoctutter 
Nery iniatertally, csc) yritsott) to borlwoy adraybaot 


o Dbus,: an: ulcer conneéted: vouitly afconbil Gdltbis: ‘of 


body, i is not unfrequently miftaken for, and ‘treated.as, 
a leprous; or perhaps a venereal affection’; .acitt¢um- 
flanee which muft undoubtedly lead to a kind of prac- 


tice that; will frequently be: reed nissan deg | 


ble conlequences. Ya wobtoht 


| par The 


y' difagreeable.. 


a en 
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: The, only. caufe -that ‘can. occur, :tojoceafion fisch 
miftakes i in practice, isithe want-of a proper: fet of ci- 
agnoftic fymptoms, for the feveral | Species of s ulcers. 
This, in the enfuing fe€tions, we have! eldn Lome meaf- 
ure endeavoured to remedy, by enumerating, as clear- 
ly and concifely as poflible; the different’ charatleriftic 
fymptoms,of each; , the feveral varieties we have men- 
tioned contain every, diftincion. of importance ; but 
as they are not near fo numerous as thofe commonly 
enumerated by authors); the, means of, diilinCion we 
have propofed, will, probably. characterize them with 
more precirce fan Big in sien iby hitherto 
_ been. ‘her ‘ot okt. to fo 
- But, before. going pub ma mnhaorier Meade tion 
of the different fpecies of the diforder,,it will not be 
iniproper, in, the firft: place, to,make a few obferva- 
tions upon ulcers 0, generals 5 and. bi with Teper vi 
i cenit ; 


os 2. : Oft the Ca y Ulcers in aa 


“The caufes. which, »i in lifierct Scab may 
"give occafion,to ulcers, are exceedingly: vatious;: but 
in general they are found, on examination, to arife 
Gem one-or other of the following nature. 

a. From fuch as may be termed. Occafional. or Ex- 
ey Gaufes: Of which kinds are wounds in gene- 
ral—bruifes ending in fuppuration—burns—and in- 
* flammation, from: whatever, caufé it may. have'arifen,, 
when it terminates cither in gangrene or fuppuration. 
| 2. From fuch,as »with propriety may be: termed. 
Predifpofing Caules; of. which kind are. confidered, 
all. diferders, of the fyftem. i in general, attended wath 
determinations to, or affections of, particular parts : 
-fuch as fevers of all kinds. that terminate in what are 
‘called Critical Abfcefles—alfo lues veg eokpehe aan 
Ja—-and feurvy. ds 

3. Ulcers may aranceck from a dombknatias of the 
two foregoing caules.. Thus a flight feratch, or exco- 

riation, 


et & ee, 
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riation, that in a found conttitution would heal with- 
out any trouble, in a habit tainted with any of the a- 
bove mentioned diforders, will frequently pratt a 
yery difagreeable and tedious ulcer. | e 


§ 3. Of the Prognefis 16 of Uleers in phase tk 

The caufes of ulcers béing . fo'very various both in 
their nature and effects, the "prognofis to be given in 
all baer! complaints muft, it is evident, be no Jefs fo. 

jie Mie depend upon the nature of the differ- 
jie exciting nat that hey say piven rife t . ane dit 
orders) 27% , 

2. Upon ae faerie of an et 5 ca 

3. On the time of lifé and habit sf body of the “Dae 
tient atthe time. | 

‘With refpe& to the firtt of thefe, it is iia, on | 
the occafional caufe muft have a very confiderable i in- 
fluence on the nature of the complaint. Thus’an uk 
cer proceeding from a fimple wound, inflicted with a 
clean cutting inftrument, will, ceteris paribus, always 
heal more’ eafily, than one ‘that: has been the confe- 
quence; either of a fevere bruife, or of a ‘wound: from 
a foul ragged inftrument.. vets eave 

It is likewife found, that pichcraeee wounds" are. 
much more difficult of cure, than fuch as ‘have large 
free openings; and this een hae be owing’ t to two, 
different reafons. ME. 

1. To the want ofa free exit ‘to the’ matter ; eee 
in pun@ured wounds, is very” apt to: infimiate’ itfelf 
between the common teguments and mufeles, - and 
even between the interftices of ‘the different mufcles 
themfelves sa circumftance that frequently lays: the 
foundation of very troublefome finufes. 

2. Pain and inflammation’ are always much'more 
troublefome in wounds occafioned by punétures, than 
in thofe where.the parts have been freely and ‘exten- 
fively divided. For it is found by experience, that — 


the1 iritation occafioned by the partial divifion, either 
of 


- 
: 
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of a nerve or of a tendon, proves always much more ° 
confiderable than when the parts have been thorough- 
ly cut in two: And hence has arifen the pradtice of 
enlarging all fuch wounds ; which often carries off the 
pain and inflammatory fymptoms more. effectually, 
than all. the applications and remedies ‘that in fuch 
cafes are generally recommended. 

Secondly, The cure of ulcers, it was obferved, is 
confiderably influenced by their fituation: and this, 
_ we may remark, is the cafe in two different refpects. 

1. With refpedt to the nature and organization of 
the parts on which they are feated ; and, 

2. As to their fituation on the trunk of the body, 

or on the upper or lower extremities. : 
_ Thus. it was long ago remarked, and it has fince 
been confirmed by experience, “that ulcers in the foft 
flefhy parts heal much more eafily, than when the ten~ 
dons, aponéurofes of mufeles, glands, vag eseaagenn or 
bones, are affected. 

The pain occafioned by fores in the foft mufcular 
| parts is not fo confiderable, the difcharge is generally 
better conditioned, and the cure commonly advances 
more quickly, than: when any of the other parts are 
the feats of the diforder: And, on the other hand, 
. whether utcers: are feated in the cellular membrane, 
in the tendons, perioiieum, or bones, their cure is al- 
ways obierved to go on much more eafily when feated 
in the trunk of the body, than om any of the-extremi-« 
tess and of thefe, again, the legs and feet are found 
__ by every practitioner to be the mott troublefome fitua~ 
tion for fores of every kind. 

The depending fituation: of the latter. fens to be 
the principal caufe of fuch a difference: for the fluids 
having, in them, to proceed in a dire€tion quite con- 
trary to their own gravity ;. and this:tad at 'fuch a con- 
fiderable diftance from the heart, where’the influence 
of that organ cannot be material ; , whenever any of 
the parts happen t to lofe their tone, or by any accident 

\ fuller 
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futter in their arrangement, fueling s) efpectally thofe 
ot the ferous kinds, very naturally occur. And, 
when fuch fwellings do arife in the neighbourhood of 
ulcers, by occafioning too great an afflux of matter to 
the fores, the difcharge at laft becomes vitiated in its 
quality likewife ; and thus the cure is protracted, till — 
the parts, by reft and proper management, have again 
recovered their natural tone. 

_ Itis from this: circumftance chiefly, that a material 
part of the-cure in ulcers of the legs is found to be ob- 
tained from. reft, and in keeping the limb in an hori- — 
zontal pofture. One great advantage too of the laced 
ftocking, in fuch ca es, confifts in its tendency to pre- 
vent thefe kinds.of fwellings: This will hereafter, 
however, be more Sachicbiatly taken notice of.  * 5 

The fituation of: ulcers, with refpe&t to the neigh- 
bourhood of large blood-veffels and nerves, from the . 
danger of thefe at laft becoming affected, mutt, like. 
wife, have a confiderable influence on the prognofis 5 
as oughtvalfo their being feated upon, or ygry near to, 
any of the large joints; or there being any rifk, from 
their fituation, of the matter penetrating into cither of 
the cavities of the cheft or abdomen. 

It was, in the third place, obferved, that she prog. 
ads in every cafe of ulcer, fhould be much. influenc 
ed by the age and habit of the patient. big 7 
_. ‘Thus, in young, healthy people, all the fecretions 
are commonly Water proportioned, both in quantity 
and quality, than in the old and unhealthy, in whom 
the fecreting organs are feldom capable of performing 
rightly their different funGions: And, as the different 
difcharges from ulcer$ are to be confidered almoft en- 
tirely as fecretions from the general mafs of fluids, 
their being of a good or of a bad quality, muft of 
courfe depend fo much ona healthy ftate of the folids, 
that it cannot appear furprifing, their being fo much 


yon ees bys the eng myer of the patient. diy 
ne” 


Sétteli | = Uleerssimgenenale 79 


/ ‘The ocak nliers depending, therefore, upon fuch 
a numbér of circumftances, a jut prognofis, it is evi. 
- dent, :camonly be obtained from a due gens to all 
their varieties. fT) } wien bat otoging (il + 


: ¢ 


§ A me he Cure fe every Ulcer m ayy a certain erwiea 
i be fa afely GLAMPHED yee sires : 
With refped to the treatment of tilcers;: the firtt cir- 
cumftance | ‘to’ be determined, is the propriety of at- 
tempting a cure or not. That it is proper to endeav- 
our to heal every recent fore, is univerfally. allowed : 
but whénulcers have:been of long. continuance, or 
when they appear to ‘have had any effe@ either in car- 
- rying off or in preventing any diforder to which’the 
-conf{titution may have formerly been liable, it has al- 
ways been confidered as dangerous to attempt their 
cure: And, accordingly; almoft every author who has 
written upon the fubject, has exprefsly determined 
again{t it, as part a hazar pass and even a danger- | 
ous practice.» > 
 @ Such ulcers as five aide, a copious yo ee 
_ and havebeen of very long flanding, it would no doubt 
be exceedingly imprudent all at once: to-heal up, as 
the fyftem mightivery probably fuffer from ‘the fudden 
retention of a confidetable quantity of fluids, which it 
had been accuftomed for a long while to throw off by 
means of fuch drains. Many cafes, indeed, have 
ended fatally upon fuch ulcers, drying up. fuddenly, 
either of their own accord, er by the issphadapa ufe of 
altringent applications...» | 
On the other hand, ra ay oe trouble ate 
Frosh afoul extenfive fore, | difagreeably fituated, and 
which is probably to continue for life, is an inconve- 
_ nience which none but very-old or/inattive people can 
be fuppofed willingly, to: fubmit' to :‘and, therefore, 
1¢ difcovery of fuch a’courfe as can render. it fate for 
patients tojattempt the removal of fuch divorders, ne 
comes at once a,mofti impolians wipckke: iixew beh “ 
. Wit 
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With a fmall degree of caution; the cure of every 
ulcer, we think, may be attempted; ithe only requi< - 
fite precaution, before entering upon the means necef 
_ fary for this purpofe int habitual fores, being the intro- 
duction of fome other drain, by mearis of a pea iffue, 
or ofa cord: The former of thefe is mariaged with the 
greateft eafe; and, by iri¢reafing or diminifhing the 
fize and number of peas made ule of, the quatitity of 
matter may be increafed or diminifhed at pleafure. 
§ 5. Of the Effects of Ifiues in the Cure of Ulcers. i 

An iffue of this kind being introduced, and having 
come to difcharge properly, and in'quantity nearly 
equal to what the ulcer afforded, the cure of the latter 
may be then carried on with the greateft freedom ; 
and if the fore has not been of very long ftanding, the 
fize of the. iflue may be gradually leflened, till it is 
brought to contain a fingle pea only, which will pros 
duce a conftant difcharge, with very little trouble. 

But when, on the contrary, the ulcer has been of 
very long continuance, and efpecially if it feems to 
have been inftrumental in preventing any other for 
midable complaint ; in this cafe, the iffue fhould un- 
doubtedly be continued of the fame fize for life: but 

even this may be done with no great inconvenience, 
at leaft.in comparifon with the trouble attending a 
large ulcers. PCR VGC ti IRSA, RR 
This practice might, we think, from teafoning alone, 
be confidered at leaft as fafe. For, if a drain equally 
copious is firft inttoduced, and is afterwards kept run+ 
_ ning, the healing of the ulcer for which it was fubfti- © 
tuted, however old it may have been, cannot probably, 
in thefe circumftances, be productive of any harm to. 
the conftitution. And I can fay, from much: experi- 
ence in this branch of furgery, that nothmg commonly 
proves. more effectual in the cure of old ulcers than 
iffues ; and I never knew an inftance of «their being 
attended with any material inconvenience. - ms 
ioe ce 
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~The dvieciony! that hive been mide’ to the practice 
trae recommended, “yeaa a ee 
Lag igor ig att aftificial iffie, ‘to he eontinuedd for i 
is alist as troubléfome and “difagrecable i in its mah. 
agement as a natiiral: wileers Ad ae a heehee 
) 2: THat natire’ having been for a long time ache: 
foitied’ to the difcharge of a particular k ind of morbid 
matter alforded by the ulcer, we ‘ought’ riot théreforé; 
By ‘innovations, to. rin nyt rifk of “diverting her ftatde 
and ufual operations.” ; a 
Phe’ firft of thefe Argiiments is Very ¢ afilys ‘and ag 
already, ‘indéed, been’ partly anfwered $ ‘for it catnot 
be readily. admitted; that a fimple ‘ives for Which we 
éan choofe the Wott convenient” fittation, “will: ever 
prove {6 ‘troublefome ° as 4 large ulcer)and* which” is 
probably, too, very incotiveniently, fiuated: oda this 
: indeed, We have evident demonftratio 1 from dail ¥ ex? 
: perience 3 ; there being few co omplalitts qnore” perplex! 
ing to patlliits, thai’ Pi fiee ‘ulcers 5: ‘efpecially when. 
; the difcharge is fo thin and” acrid ag to fret: the’ Height 
bouring parts, and which i is Hot unfrequently the cafe. 


aS 6s, The Efeas: oft faite on ‘the: Con/titttion, depend 
 emore.on.the sp ech: than on the. er y es eae 
ten. difcharged. es rcieink sates 


* The other’ obletisht altaped aga etn ft she puitiiee isk 
Dealing old ulcers, is; as‘ was already obferved, the fup- 
; poled: datiger arifing’ to the conftitution, fiom: the’! fe 
tention of a particular kind’ of morbid’ matter," “whi ich. 

ie thei means it‘had “been adcuftomed: to throw of” 

y the fupporters’ of this objection 7 i§ faid'tod, 

| “that: scaleaglt’ the matter of an iffue- may be equal i in: 
_ quantity to’ ‘that afforded by an uldér ) Yet that ite Be: 
ing of a different quality’ muft render “thre: peat 
hy emueKe lets falutary. : 
And it muft be cknowledged, that we do almoft 

“uniiverfally obferve the ¢reatelt differciice between the’ 
matter of an iffue, and ‘that which. is difcharged from: 

an ulcer ; from the latter it being frequently thin; 

iF fharp, 


Oh 


' 
an 7 
‘iB 


; * 
$2 Ceempatigns .et:; Rart, Th 


common difchargefromiffues, 
,Theforegoing argument, at firf. fight, appears ve- 
ei ton. &. Fkgum ae ee hh ADReprS F s 
aplulie and 1 bes ROAD HAE SN 

G Tis 


TY,.cO 
A principal reafon, for re jecting 


eft and molt. fimple pus, if it has, 


to the sanftijution as the floppage of an ulcer that has. 


ee | 
% 4 
- 


difcharged aia fay matter of the moft acrid Kind: 


‘the bad effects, of, 





‘pear very inconfiderable.* mv fy Mere), : 


™) Upon this fubjedt: Sir John Pringle remarks +: As nearas:Iicould 
guefs, an ounce of ferum, wpon ftanding fome days, did mot furnifh more . 
of this matter; viz~ Pus, than What might be produced’ by the daily run- 
ning of a pea iflue, or of a feton’*? “Vidi Expér. xly. Appendix'to the ‘— 
Difcafes of the Army. us ene aN Cape: 


~ 
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Were we, indeed, certain that fuch acrid and puttefs 
tent matters, as are frequently difcharged by ulcers, 
previoufly| exifted in the mafs. of blood, and) that fuch 
fores ferved merely as drains for thefe ; this would no 
doubt prove a yery |weighty argument: but ‘as it is 
probable, and/indeed I may fay certain, that it is-by 
the ulcer only that fuch kinds of, matter are formed, 
_ and that none of them previoutly: exifted in the blood, 
‘we are induced therefore to confider this oe) ument as 
of little. or ne importance.» | 

Very little confideration,: indeed, sill canoes} it ap- 
pear, that no fuch vafieties of matter, as are frequent: 
ly obferved to flow. irom -ulcers, ever exifbed in the 
blood, .. No analyfis, of the blood has ever been able. 
to difcover‘them: Nor can it be conceivedy:how flus 
ids fo. acrid, and fo diferent from the blood of:a heal- 
thy: perfon, can circulate in the delicaté and irritable 
veflels of the human frame, without producing dan- 
gerous,or, even fatal: effects,’ Nowit is: well known, 
that the difcharge fromfome lide of ulcers, efpecial- 
ly from thofe generally termed Phagedenic, is often fo 
acrid, as net only to ‘excoridte the ‘furrotinding parts, 
but even fometimes to render it dangerouscier a: eats 3 
geon to apply the neceffary dreflings, 

The :difcharge which occurs from the eyed, in ies 
inttances' of ophthalmia, has’ been known too-to be 
_ fo acrid: as to corrode the meighbouring parts; and 
_ the derous evacuation produced by bl ifters, although 
commorily jnoffentive js is fomesimes polled of a great 
dep! of acrimony. 

Ta fome cafes of herein: tnBeed ai agark wae de 
_ gree. of putrefcency, even of the blood itfelf, doe’, no 
_ doubt, frequently ie place: but itis mot in fuch ul- 
 eersas occur in this difeafe, that fuch very acrid corro- 
’ five humours, as.we are now defcribing, are ever ob- 

- ferved:; the: phagedenic ulcer of “authors, being a very 
Aifexcin diforder from the true putrid ulcer, as Ge- 
Acribed. by) Lind and other ‘writers omicurvy. © 

7 LO a : Befide 
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-. Befides, ‘though it-were really. proved’ that ‘tlefe 
kinds of thatter-adually didvexift in the blood) even ia 
a- completely formed fates howris it: pofiible, that bv 
means of fuch ulcers, or:any other drains, the morbid 
fluids ehiefly thouldbe’ evacuated, and fach ‘only lefe 
behind dsiare ‘mild and innoxious PA circiimitance 
which, however’ improbableit may appear, has always 
been afletted oe the: epperter of the pe tae in quel: 
tion. 2 GT SIOie 

The: obvious infufficieney sf hig: theory fhould 3 ins 
duce us. tor reject, it, though we could not ‘propofe a 
more fatisfactory opinion ‘in its place. « But, as the 
various: appearances andalterations which take place 
an.the difcharge of ulcers, feém evidently to‘depend in 
a great meafure on fome peculiarity of the folids of 
fecretory’ organs connected with them, we are there- 
fore more eafily.induced toe ean that other {up 
yoga do not merit cur‘attention: 

The general feat of ulcers is in the cellular’ mem- 
branes": - Now it i¢ well known, that naturally there is 
fecreted into the cells of this membrane, as there is-in- 
to everyucavity” of the body; a thir tranfparent ferum, 
the principal intention-of which is to: keep thefe moift, 
and to facilitate the aCtions6f fuch: mufcles as are'con- 
netted withrit. It is this. chiefly, with a greater pro- 
portion of the’ soagulable: part of the blood; which, 
with a due degree: of heat, as-was ellewhere remarked, 
forms that ntatter which we call-pus; and which we 
fuppole, and: indeed find, to: be the natural difcharge 
of ulcers in a found healthy ftate of the body; and it 
is fome change induced: upon the nature of this fluid 
which-.occafrons the varieties in the difcharges from 
ulcers, aud fromthe fame ulcer at different times.: 

‘Such changes, though: ‘hey! may frequently be, in 
fome degree, Tadluénced by different’ circumftances, as 
will hereafter be obferved, muft yet, in-a great meaf- 
ure, dene upon fome particular affection’ of the vel- 
fels ‘that fi eparate fuch. fluids: from the blood: for, by 

aA , pe} means 
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means of an external topical application merely, we 
can often change the appearance, entirely of the mat- 
ter of an ulcer } which in that manner we ‘could nev- 
er do, if the change produced upon st depended onan 
alteration, effected on the general mafs of blood. >.> 

According to the nature of the exciting and othe 
caufes of ulcers, itis not-unreafonable to fuppofe, that 
very confiderable differences, will occur in their effects 
upon the fecreting organs to which they are applied. 
Thus, it may readily be prefumed, that a burn) will 
produce a very different effec from a cut,,a bruife 
from a.puncure, &c. and»that likewie, according to 
the particular {tate of the patient’s health at the time, 
very confiderable differences will in the farm manner 
take place. - ” 


In what manner dhie: aifietedt vay operate in 


producing fuch various effects upon the folids or fe- 
creting veflels of ulcers, is not, perhaps, to be fo eafily 
explained, nor can we determine. precitely what the 
particular changes they induce upen fuch parts: really 
are. . But, as all the caufes of ulcers;-with which we 
are acquainted, are of an irritating or {timulating na- 
ture, it-is probable they all:act by producing fome in- 


flammatory affeGion on the extremities of fuch veflels 


as empty into the feres; and therefore, that the na- 
ture of the difcharge will in every. refpect: depend 
much wpon the degree of inflammation thus raifed. 

. We have endeavoured to fhow inthe preceding 
part of this work, that one certain efe@ of inflamma- 
tion is to propel a greater quantity of the red globules 
of thé blood into the {maller fets of veitels than nat- 


urally they are intended to tranfmit.. ‘Vhis,,: when it - 


occurs in veflels difgharging their contents into ulcers, 
and efpecially | when. the inflammation 4s confiderable, 
will render the matter very different, bothsin colour, 
“{mell, and acrimony, from genuine pus, which we 
have already demonitrated to be produced from. pure 
ferum only. | 


rips ‘ 
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Upon: this principle itis evident, that many of the 
varieties of matter which we meet with in fores may 
be accounted for: But other circumftances likewife 
occur, which have fome influence in producing many 
of the alterations that are obferved. The degree of 
heat efpecially, in which the part is kept, as will after- 
wards be more’ particularly: remarked, and the remora 
of the fluids for a longer or fhorter time in the cavities 
of fores, mult have no imal] influence in many refpects, 
but efpecially on the ‘degrees: of confiftency bias ed 
m.them, 71)» | 

Rrointotieror lodhenos f.thefe sisiouinfianeede) or from 
different’ modifications of all of them, the various ap- 


‘pearances ‘in matter afforded by wounds and ulcers, 


are very clearly explained, without having recoutfe to - 
that inexplicable doGrine of their pre-exifting in the 
fyftem. But although the cafe were otherwife, and 
that the feveral differences obferved could not be fo 
eafily accounted for; yet that they depend ina great 
meafure on fome peculiar adtion or confirmation of the 
veflels inthe part affected, feems to be ftill more evi- 
dent and probable than any other opinion hitherto ad- 
vanced; and is juft as certain as a great many cireum- 
{tances under our daily obfervation, that we cannot in 
any manner account for, and yet have no fost of 
doubt.as to their reality. ‘ 
Vhus, in what manner the nerves, which 3 in chety 
ftruéture are all fo fimilar, a@ in the production of. 
hearing, vifion, tafte, and alb the different fenfes, is, 
perhaps, impofiible ever to determine; as is alfo the 
action of the liver, fecretory organs of the mouth, ear, 
&c. in producing fluids of fuch different natures from 
the fame mafs:of blood, and which did not previoufly 
feem to exilt in it : ‘Only that the facts are’ ‘fo, nobody 
pretends to doubt: and till the contrary is, evidentl 
demonftrated, we have the fame reafon to believe, that 
the different appearances of ulcers, with refpeé to the 
varieties of matter afforded by them, are at leaft more 
frequently 
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frequently owing to fome of the local ca dufes we have 
enumerated, than ie gent anuubohwon: of the general 
mals of blood. | 

‘fave faid more frequently only, Weis there are, 
no doubt, fome particular cafes of fedrvy and of othet 
putrid: difeates, as we have formerly remarked, in 
which the blood is fo much diffolvéd, as to run off by 
wlcers and other drains inthe form of a bloody ichok = 
fuch cafes, however, occur very rarely, | except in high 
degrees of the true feurvy, which’ are not often met 
with in any country; and, although they were more 

requent than they really are, they ‘could never. ac- 
count for all the varieties of matter afforded by ulcers. 

“The ‘principal objeGion, therefore, that has been 
made 'to the healing of long continued ulcers, feems, 
on being examined into, to be no better founded’ in 
theory, than it is, as we have formerly remarked, on 
real experience.’ For, although it has’ been ftrongly 
inculcated by the generality of authors never to at+ 
‘tempt the cure of fuch fores, yet -all of them have 
probably been either biaffed by that favourite opinion 
of morbid matter in the fyftem ; or, a few having led 
the way and laid down principles, the reft have indifi 
criminately copied from them, without having recourfe 
to experience. 

Nay, we even imagine, and indeed it is pretty: évi- 
dent, that long continued ulcers, inftead of proving 
fetviceable to the conftitution, are not unfrequently 
attended with a good deal of rifk and danger. Thus, 
it is very common for ulcers on the fhin and other 
‘parts immediately above the bones, to penetrate fo 
deep ‘as to affect the periofteum, and foméetimes even 
the fubftance'of the bones themfelves 5 which always 
produce very troublefomne and often dangerous cariof- 
a, every rifk of ‘which is ‘avoided. by having re-. 
courfe to’ an iffue ‘in'a proper fituation, at the fame 
time that every yea hae is ; obtained from it asa 
drain. 

The 
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The conttitution. muft likewife, in another refpec, 
fuffer much more from the Jong continuance. of' an 
ulcer, than it ever can do from the fubftitution of.an 
iffue.: For it. willfurely be acknowledged, that ayvery 
confiderable part of the matter fecreted by ulcers, muit 
be again. taken ‘into the fyftem by the lymphatics ; : 
and when it happens to be of a corrofive, irritating na- 
ture, which in old fores it frequently is, not only..the 
general mafs of fluids, but even the folids themfelves, 
inuft thereby in time become greatly vitiated. 

Accordingly, there is nothing more common, than 
very troublefome. and even dangerous obftructions. of 
{uch external. glands as are. fituated in the courte of 
the lymphatics leading from fuch ulcers ; and asthe 
glands feated internally are ; undoubtedly, from: the 
fame caufe,. liable to the fame fort of affections, . it 
furely cannot be, denied, but. that, from this circum. 
ftance. alone, confiderable. ADEST may attend a long 
continued. ulcer. | Pann 

Thus it appears, that from every confideration,, both 
with refpect to,convenience and fafety, the cure of ev~ 
ery. ulcer. ought to be attempted ; and, with the _pre- 
vious caution of. infer ting a an. adequate ‘drain, it may - 
always be done without any kind of rifk.. 

This much it was thought neceflary to fay it in, gen- 
eral, with. refpect to the. propriety of attempting the 


“cure.of ulcers ; and I have infifted the longer’ upon 


this part of the fubject, as the opinion generally. Tes 
ceived of it appears to be very ill founded, and not a- 
dopted from experience, but from hypothetical reafons 
ing alone. . 

When the. healing of an iioem then, is to. he on 
tempted, the method to. be purfued for its accomplifh. 
ment mu{t next be attended to... By almoft every. au, 
thor. who -has given directions on this fubject, fo 
different ftates, as they. are. termed, are pinata | 
as. being. neceflary..for,an ulcer to go through in its 
progrels towards a cure, namely, thofe of digeftion, 

| deterfion, 
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deterfion,. incarnation, and cicatrization ; and various 
remedies have been recommended as proper for the 
different, ftates, and: for thefe only.: And, upon this 
rere of the. fubject, it. may be objerved, authors have 
ipoken with as much, certainty and precifion, as if ev- 
ery circumftance in the treatment of ulcers could be 


. regulated at. difcretion,. Re ts , 


“y hus all the different kinds « of; f turpentines, as bile, 
wife the unguentum Aigyptiacum, powders and tinc- 


tures of myrrh, euphrobium, aloes, &c. are pointed 
out as digettives : : as detergents, unguentum, bafilicon,- 


linimentum Arcei, mercurious precipitatus ruber, &c. 


with a view to promote incarnation, or the growth, of 


new granulations, powders of maitich, thus, &c.. and 
as cicatrizers to accomplifh the cure, we find recom- 
mended a variety both of fimple and compound appli- 
cations, particularly all the altsingent, poles) earths, 
lime water; &c. 

Such a number of divifions, howevery in chet feveral 
fares or ftages of ulcers, with the confequent indica- 


_ tions of cure, and remedies recommended forthe ac- 


complifhment of thefe, has had a confiderable tenden- 
cy to render the treatment of fuch diforders more com- 
plicated than we find from more late obferyation to be 
in any: degree neceflary., . The indications pointed out 


in, the following fections, we hope, will appear to be 


jult and fimple; and the effects of the methods of cure 
we have recommended, will probably be found much 
more confiderable. than. thofe which commonly x refult 


: from. a more. complex treatment. Sgn its 


_We.now, proceed to a particular confideration of 


‘the different claffes and Ypecies of ulcers; and in 


_ pointing out the feveral diftin¢tions, it will be obferv- 


a 


ed, as we formerly hinted, that they are obvious cir- 


c umftances only, and f fuch. as at the fame time indicate 
| require fome peculiarity in the method of treat- 





: ment, that are allowed to have a any influence in char- 
acterifing a f{pecies. | 


‘Thus, 
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Thus; thofe of the firft clafs, will all of them, in their 
appearances, be found’ very different from one anoth- 
er; and all of them will likewife require fomething 
peculiar i in the method of cure: And again, thofe of 
the fecond clafs, it is prefumed, are equally well diftin- 
guifhed, and by fimilar circumftances, not only from 
one another, but from every one that with propriety 
could be confidered as Lapin ha to the preceding 
clafs. 

In the firft divifion of lets we eonmreheady” as 
was formerly remarked, all fuch as are merely local; 
and that are not conneéted with any ‘diforder of the 


_conflitution ; and, in this view, we mean to isn 3 


the following different {pecies, viz. 
1. ‘The fimple purulent ulcer. 
2. The fimple vitiated ulcer. 
- The fungous ulcer. 
. Che finuous ulcer. 
. The callous ulcer.” 
The carious ulcer. * 
. The cancérous ; and 
. The cutaneous ulcer.’ 
In the fecond clafs of ulcers all fach fora are Looe 
to be included as are the confequence of,’or that are 
connected with, any diforder of the: fyftem. The dif- 
ferent fpecies of which are, the PeREE Set, the feorbutie, 
and fcrophulous ulcers. ssi 
‘It is propofed, as being firft in Les to go through 
the confideration of the feveral fpecies of fores ‘con- 
tained in the firft clafs; and to proceed afterwards, in 
courfe, to thofe enumerated i in the fecond divifion. 
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$1 I. Of the A aon Gawk. and Pragnof ss: ‘of the 
Simple Purulent Ulcers 


YY the fimple purulent ulcer, is mean it that fpecies 

of fore, which is entirely a local affeétion, and is 

attended with a very inconfiderable degree of pain and 

inflammation, whilft the difcharge ator ded by it is 

always of a mild purulent nature, and of a proper con- 
fiftence. 

This fpecies of ulcer ts fixed upon as the firft to be 
treated of, from its being the moit fimple that can oc- 
_cur, both in its fymptoms and method of cure. And 
_as it is to the ftate of fuch an ulcer that every other 

{fpecies of the diforder muft be reduced before a per- 
manent cure can be obtained, -we fhall be more par- 
ticular in our obfervations with refpeét to it than oth- 
- erwife might be neceflary: When we come too to treat - 
of the aieeients varieties of ulcers, if the treatment of 
_thefe fhall at any time coincide with that which we are 
_ now confidering, proper references, in order to pre- 
vent repetitions, will ithe 4 be nade to what may be 
here: advanced. : 

- Together with the circumftances alt ead y mentioned 
in the definition of this fpecies of ulcer, it is not im- 

proper here to remark, that the granulations which 
arife in it are of a firm, ‘freth, red, healthy appearance ; 
and, if no unforefeen accident occurs, the cure, in 
neral, goes on regularly, and without interruption, 

cll a cicatrix is produced. 


In 
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In confidering the origin of the diforder, it may 
be obferved, that even this, the moft fimple {pecies of 
ulcer, may he produced by, a great variety ot caufes ; 
but from the definition we have given of it, it will be 
underltood, that they muft all be fuch as act merely 
by prodiicing a local affection, without in the Jeaft 
difordering the fyitem. “a 
In this view we are to confider wounds of all kinds 
that do not immediately unite without the formation 
of matter’; “and this whether they may have been at. 
tended with lofs of fubftance or not. Under this head 
we may rank all chirurgical operations atendedy with 
incifion inte any part of the body. 5) ow. 44 © | 
fe Among | other caufes of fuch ulcers, ‘mult be men-+ ‘ 
tioned ‘burns, in whatever manner they may be. pro- 
duced, whether by fire, , aquafortis, | fealding. liquids, 
Re. alfo bruifes ; and in fhort every external accident | : 
that terminates in NPR RANOP a with an epee ae asa | 
confequence ry tg, Raa VAN ths? 
_ We do not, however, by. any means intend to affert, 
that a fimple purulent ulcer 1s ,always.a neceflary. and 
an immediate ‘confequence of the different circum- 
{tances we have enumerated; for the very reverfe of 
this is frequently found to take place. -‘Lhus burns, 
elpecially, are fometimes known to produce. very trou- 
blefome vitiated ulcers ; and br uifes, as well as all the 
other caufes we have mentioned, are not unfrequently 
attended with the fame effe@. It is only contended, — 
that fome one or other of them may in general be con- _ 
fidered as the primary or original caufe of fuch ulcers; 
independent of any appearances they may. exhibit be- 
fore they are brought into the fimple purulent ftate: 
With refpect to ‘the prognofis i in this fpecies of ul- 


i ee on 


cer, it fhould almoft in every inftarice be exceedingly 

favourable ; more or lefs fo, according as there is 

lefs or greater lofs of fubftance, and according tote I 

fituation of the fore, and habit of body of the patient. ‘ 

Thete circumi{tances being attended to, sheeted) 
what 
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‘whiat' has already beer mentioned upon ulcers in gen: 


eral, there will never 1 remain: Gea agate with cae 


‘ to the prognoltic. SW Soa i 


“Before. we siete! to 2 ‘patidalay inveltigation of 


ithe’ means’to be employed inthe cure of a fimplé | 
ulcer; ‘it will not: Be- ‘improper to offer # few general 


obfervations upon the mannet in'which ‘Nature feems 
to Gperate in accomplifhing the cure of forés, as alfa 


onthe effects of fuch’ affiftance’ as” May be afforded by 


E 


art’ for effecting the fame es eM ie 


ii ee 22 oasis: on the ‘Gratath of new sr gi iro Sanoasr 


There is evidently 3 in every ulcer, in its progrels to- 
wards’a’cure, a grow th of parts that tend éonfiderably 


to diminifi any ‘vacancy the complaint® or accident’ 


may Thaveoccafioned: -"Chis’ ‘fubffance, ftom the gran+ 


_ ulated form it affumes, has -been | ‘generally termed 


Granulations + and it a pears, in every wound, in 


_larger-or fmaller proportions, according as the patient 


is’ young’ or old, héalth ve ‘or otherwife 5.’ infomuch, 
that im young ‘Plethoric people, the increafe of parts 
is often fo confiderable, as to rife above the level of the 
neighbouring tegtiments, and to requite the ule of dif+ 


| ferent caultic applications: with a view ‘to yreprefs | it. 


When any lofs of fubftance that may haye beet 
produced, is thus, as far as’ poflible, ‘fupplied, the re- 


_maining part of the cure corififts in the' formation of a 


cicatrix. This is effected, either when’ nature alone 
produces an exficcation, as it were, of the furface of 


_duch granulations as had been previoufly raifed, and 
in that manner forms a kind of cuticle or fcarf kin’ 


> 


or it 18 obtained by art, from the: ule of drying icin: 
gent applications. , 


’ By the formation of new parts, or WYahulutions, thts 


be here, or wherever‘the term may be made ule of, 


meant to infinuate, that we fuppofe real mufcular or 


_other-organized parts are ever rezenerated in thofe 
, wounds. or ulcers wherein they have been deftroyed ; 


but 
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but.merely to exprefs that produGtion, which, ‘if the 
conftitution be found, always,takes place to.a certain 
degree in ulcers, stented with lols of fubftance: 

‘Lhe real nature of this. production is not; perhaps, 
eafily to be determined : but, from its feveral appears 
ances, it is) obvioutly. very, vafcular ; from which, it is 
probable, that.it confifts inan elongation of extenfion 
of the fmall blood-veflels that have, been divided, with 
a confiderable proportion _of inorganic cellular. fubs 
fiance; which, again, is moft probably formed ;by. a 
matter ecreod from the iiouths of fuch veflels, and 
which ferves. eae as their fupport or means of ton. 
nexion. ., 

| Weare not to imagine, however, erat any diet. eXe 
tenfive lofs of fubftance is ever to be entirely filled up 
in this manner ; for although, in particular. cincums 
flances, nature does effect the repair of very confider- 
able accidental loffes; yet, in. general, her operations 
of this kind are very | ‘limited. “In youth, indeed, bes 
fore the different . parts. haye, arrived at their full 
growth, and while the feveral weflels are yet daily. eX 
tending themfelves, : confidetable lofles’ are, oiten, als 
moft completely repaired ;. but we. ought not, even at 
this period of life, to. attribute, as, practitioners com- 
monly do, fuch cures entirely to.the growth | of new. 
parts; for on.reflection it appears very evident, that a 
circumftance of a guite oppofite, nature always con- 
tributes, in a unecaati i ‘to their: ec 
MEN hi Vode ‘ 


ow eSussi 


Gig. The iTshig! if the contiguod: foun pire 4 ig a 
| necefjary. Circumftance i in the Cure, of Ulcers. 


“Thus, though i in the healing of | every ulcer, whether | 
it be attended with lofs of fubftance or not, a growth | 
of new parts, as we haye already remarked, generally | 
takes: place to.a.certain degree; yet the greateft part — 
of the vacancies, which in thefe. cafes always occur is — 
evidently : more diminithed by thedecay or dscryale of 

’ tae 


the divided; parts,that remain, than by any, other caufe. 


Indeed, the effect with refpect to a cure is ultimately 


wae Ae 


is to a certain-degree obyjous even jn thé fmallelt fores : 
but, the darger the ulcer, the.more evident always it 
appears Ss and particularly it becomes ’ exceedingly Te- 


ote 


In. isle 


3 Paeite 


portunities of diffecting the ftumps of patients after 
it : : : chit oy Peo an k nie a ¥ . weirs: death, 
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death, ‘and’ he appdarancel wete unifod fie: ii ig Met 
related. ui : 2S MGESE GIL Che ie as ¢ books 

+ Tete is Ye etilodhae' cafe al ulcer, Se whith th 
fee eems with HE ereater “probability, te bé'c oo Be 
ed by the inthience. of the fame cate Tn’ 
cifed wound, with . little‘or no‘Tols “of ‘fibft see "its 
edges, in the courle of twenty-fouk houts,’ Become 
greatly” twelled' and timefied ; They: are ‘thereby kept 
atia confiderable diftance | froth éach othet,y and’ ihe 
whole exhibits the appearance of a large foul ulcer. 
In this. fituation. it would’ femain for ‘a confiderable 
dJength. of. tiitié, ifit thould éithér be nepletted, ‘or treats 
ed with factid irritating’ applications 4 + As foon, how- 
ever, ‘As by warrh emolligut potlticds, andothery Drop 
er dreflings, a free difchatee Of pus is obtained, “the 
| inflainmiation ‘diminifhes—the {welling ‘of! the- fides: ae 
the ulcer ae the ss sii whet Bk contrads 
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other. ine avi9) 
The! Gd Beet is atsista in "g ‘vematk: 
able’ degree, 1 in the cure of every ulcer tittended “with 
much inflamination 5 ; where 2 a. great part of the treats 
ment ‘confitts 1 in. senioving’ “the pain irritation, and 
fwelling, which, in fuch. cafes, always takes place. nn 
~ Every {mall bile is found t6 éxhibit thé fare: appears 
ances ; .On a bile being laid open, an ulcer ‘is-always 
eft, and the: cure’ depends chielty onthe removal of 
the inflammation and ae elling, of the: fatrounding 
ATES. g:: 
A ' Thefe, however, it may be faid, “ate énty: inftances 
of pretemnatural fwellinigs, perhaps originally excited 
by the*pr elence of fome: ‘actid irritating ‘caufe ; wpon 
the removal of which, they may, be expecbet to fibtide, 
and the ulcers ‘occafioned by them to’ contract ‘and 
heal. ‘The fame circumftance, however,* has’ been 
thown to také place even with tefpect to the fubftance 
of found parts ; particularly, as we have already re, 
’ marked, 


2 
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marked, ‘hier the amputation of a memiber ; the blood- 
veflels, nerves, and mufeles, in all fuch . cafes; being 
“ck ees found to. fuffer a very confiderable décay. 
_ |The fame thing is: likewife known to happen in all 
Sait tranfverfe:wounds that penetrate through the dif- 
ferent mulcles, {o'as' to reach the bone: for a cure, in 
_ thefe cafes, is feldom to! be obtained by the firft inten« 
tion, efpecially when any lofs of fubftance has been 
produced: In the cure of ulcers which remain’ after 
— fuch wounds, an evident decay of the extremities’ of 
the divided parts always takes place > and what fhows 
it,in a remarkable manner is, that in-all fuch cafes, the 
vacancies occafioned by the wounds are never fo large 
and corfpicuous immediately after the cure, while the 
; patient yet remains lean and: emaciated, as they after- 
wards’ become, when in the courfe of time, by the re- 
covery of health and appetite, all the parts of the body; 
and, among others, thofe which have beén divided, 
come ina great meafure to regain thei former bulk ;' 
and when, accordingly, all vacancies that’ have been 
occafioned by fuch: wounds dance to be more eoniid> 
erable) sisaciet of 79) (tay £ 
When, indeed, a abe penetrates only iité the dels 
~ dular, membrane, or does not entirely diyide the muf- 
eles, the cavity produced by it, does, no doubt, in the - 
courfe of time, gradually diminith; £6 as fomietinies' to. 
 difappear altogether. ‘This, however; is in confe- 
_ quence of the parts below extending in their diameters; 
which; in the other cafe we have fuppofed, ofa wound 
~ with lofs' of fubitance aia got to the bone, never’ 
ean happen. | Due 
This opinion; with tefped to. thie cure: of words 
_ depending in a great meafure upon the decay of the 
_ faurrounding »parts, was firft introduced by avery int 
genious French practitioner, Mr. Fabre: and, like ev. 
ery new doctrine, it-has by fome' been’ denied to have 
i any fort! of influence ;,:whilft, by others, much more 
moni G remarkable | 
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remarkable effects haye been attributed teats, than) on 


v 


examination, it will be found lentithedstae isc, LIsBov 
. Thus. Mr. Fabre, and Mr ‘Louis, another fur feo 
a eminence in Paris, aflert, that wounds of every'kind | 
which do not heal by the firfhintention, are cured:en~ 
tirely by an.affaifement, as they;termvit, or a wafting 
away of the extremities of fuch parts as have been dis 
vided ; and, they abfolutelyafirm,! that there never 
does occur any. lating, anata: of mew: parts in the 


healing, of fores.* Bh Oo ted wows 


ae sat 


Such an aflertion,. however; is entirely contrac Gio 
zy to daily experience ; and: feems to be: merely the 
confequence:, ot a: lively j imagination. entering keenly 
mito. the fapport of a favourite, dodrine.: * for, fale 
though. it vall readily be allowed, that.a very confid= 


erable part of the cure in every. ulcer, efpecially in old 


ae: is effected by the caule wel have: afigned 5 yet 
ew practitioners: will, probably, deny, that inamany in+ 
tances, particularly im young people, very: confidera- 
ble produgtions. occur of that valenlar fubftance we 
have formesly defcribed ; infomuch that it is fome~ 
times a very troublefome matter to: fapprefs fuch ex - 
crefcences, fo. as to. keep them within proper limité/ 
As a farther confirmation that 4 growth of. new parts 
does, to a certaim degree; frequently occur, many 


very 
‘remarkable inftances' might bei mentioned from differ= 


ent authors, of deep and extenfive lofles being almoft 
entirely repaired by natures» Jt would here, however, 
be very foreign to.our purpofe, and efpecially as it does 
not appear to be in the leaftmeceflary.; for by every 
candid practitioner it muft be acknowledged, chav! fuch 
occurrences are by'no means uncommon.) « atk & 
‘Though the opinion, however,: cannot. be admitted: 


ri fuch an extenfive latitude’ as. thofe who introduced 


it might incline ; yet, from the: feveral arguments swe; 
have advanced, it will appear to:have at lea{t.a confid~ 
erable fhare1 in wAhe cure of every. eres and. from alk 

vv ae? 
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, that has been faid with refpeé to it, this inference, we 
“think; may be drawn, that’ although the generality 6f 
ulcers are fupplied with'a. fpecies: of new produdtion, 

‘yet to a certain extent the cure of ‘allfuch diforders 
‘depends very much ‘upon the’ contraction’ ‘of the fur- 
‘rounding fkin, in confequence of the’ pares lying: ne | 
dow it fubfiding or diminifhing in bulk. 
‘O- Phissiwhen there has been any sreterdatural tume- 
‘fa€tion induced, as frequently happens ita ‘particular 
‘ghanner in ferophulous fores, is effected merely by the 
difcufii on of fuch’fwellings ; but in others that are at- 
“tended with’ a real lofs of fubftance, the extremities 
“of even’ the found remaining parts; muit, as we have 
“already: remarked,’ “undergo or contderabe dirnit- 
“nutions. PPS: MES Th gS dled wt 


d eit ¢ 


Y he ‘Of she feats of Comprefion on in es Fie of et. 
¢ ‘From this view of'thé matter, a’ ‘very material piece 
6p ‘practice,’ ‘which ‘we' find to have ‘been: Jong “ago 
“known to. practitioners, ‘but which of late‘has, for fio 
“evident \reafon, however, been almoft’ ‘entirely aid 
“afide, comes to be: clearly accounted for I méan,' the 
tafe of the laced ftocking i in ‘ulcers of the legs; ne which, 
by W ifeman and: many other’ old writers, is much re- 
‘commended, with a view to prevent thofe cedematous 
‘{wellings to’ which ‘patients with’ fuch: pose ate are 

“commonly: Habfied!1/69¢ ‘ 

With this Real the Lced fhackliig is-no slesotle t to 
«be confidered as ‘the moft éffe€tual remedy ; but it has, | 
‘in “all: fuch cafes, I am: perfuaded, been much more 
- frequently of fervice,'by ferving to promote that dimi- 
“nution of ‘the adjoining parts, which we have already 
fhown to’be fo. neceflary for the cure of every-ulcer’: : 
-as in this refpeét it‘a€ts merely by the degree of com: 
- preflon afforded, it muft evidently prove equally fer- 
“viceable in whatever part of the body fores may be fit- 
uated ;- and accordingly, ~ ave con{tantly ‘found, that 
ulcers in the arm, and wherever a continued gentle 

G2 preflure 
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Resi an yeasty hi ‘alti than fom al treat 
er ‘remedies uiually employed... tie: ers: 
> (As it, ig the|preflure , therefore aie eine in ‘fack 
ie ge is wanteds itis molt. conveniently made,: both. in 
-thelegs and. elfewhere, by. means of a pretty),broad 
roller applied {pirally, if meceflary from the extremity 
.of the| member, to-a little above the difeafed. part’; but 
“when .no : -gdematous {wellings) Occur, * generally 
_proves fufficient: to: make the roller, ‘pals, fr om. about 
‘three. inches. below. the fore,:\t to,two. or three: inches 
-above-it.. Ia ulcers. of the: legs. the. roller. fhould. com- 
-mence; at the toes, and fhould. be- carried. to. the knee. 
joint, or at leaft to two inches. above. the fores:.and, 
even in ulcers of the thighs, if any oedematous fwell- 
Ig occurs in the-leg, as is often the cafe, the bandage 
fhould commience at the toes; but.when the lev is al-. 
-together.free from. fwelling, thisiis feldom found to be 
neceflary.,. By means ofa. roller, compreflion. can he 
made more-direétly on any particular part, than with 
ithe laced. ftocking ; it is more, conveniently . applied 
-too, and, it generally gives lefs. uneafinefs to the pa- 
‘tient. Its’ likewife more: eafily. obtained : for the 
difficulty of fitting a laced ftocking, with that exact- ~ 
nefs which this application requires, ‘is fo great, that 
wwery few tradefmen,are, capable of, making it ; where- 
as a roller may at all times be eafily procured. 
.. Rollers, for this: purpofe,: ought. to. be about two 
ia and a half. broad; andron,experience it is found, 
that they anfwer better. ‘when. made of thin flannel of 
the Spanifh or Welfh kind, than of any other article. 
This) not, only keeps | the parts. warmer, than. linen, 
which, in ulcers of every kind, proves. commonly fer- 
viceable 5 but the foftnefs and elafticity of the flannet 
_prevents it from fretting: and galling the parts to which: 
it is applied; an inconvenience frequently PSPFHSHE 
-ed from, linen DANdARess Sip ieee baste ast 





bes: 
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“In the application of fuch a bandage, it will readily’ 
be underftood, that it {hould always be done in fuch™ 
a manner as particularly to {upport the tkin, fo as to ‘ 
oceafion as near a. conjunction as. poflible of the edges 
of the fore. For as it is well known, that there never 
occurs any production of new fkin, or even elongation _ 
of the old, as much as can be eafily faved fhould al- 
ways be brought to cover fuch parts’as by its retrac- 
tion may have been denuded ; for all fuch as remain” 
uncovered, have afterwards for their protection a thin ' 
fearf fkin only, which in ftrength, as well as in every 
other circumftance, is greatly inferior to the cutis vera. © 

From a due attention to this point, much more af- 
fiftance is to be obtained in the cure of wounds and ul- 
cers than is commonly imagined: for, in by far’ the 
. greateft number of fituations, every wound not attend- 

‘ed with much lofs of fubftance 1 may be brought to heal 
_ by the reunion of the divided parts ; which,*in every ’ 
cafe that can occur, is by much the moft cligible meth- 
-od of cure. ‘When this can be properly accomplithed 
immediately upon a wound being inflicted, it fhould — 

always be done: but very often, when that precaution 
has either at firft been neglected, or when # has not 
then been pra@icable from a too great retraction of 
- the parts, it may frequently be effetted’ afterwards i in a 
_ jater period of the diforder. _ : 

For, in large wounds, when in the apie of et 
fourteen days a full’ fuppuration has come on, and the * 
inflammation! which originally took place has’ in ‘a’ 
great meafure fubfided, the fides of fuch wounds, or'’ 
‘ulcers as they then are » may by proper compreffion Dee 

either ‘entirely united, or at leaft brought fo far'to ap-” 
_ proach one another, as greatly to diminifh any vacan- 
cy that at firft-took place ; a circumftance which ren-- 
ders the cure of fuch complaints much n more ue and” 
-eafy than it is otherwife found to be. ‘° © peer 
_ In the application of compreffion; fot bed stpets 
we have issn it iy tet be aaa Sain from what 
: os owe 
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we have faid already, that it is not to be employed in 
any fpecies of ulcer while any confiderable degree of 


in lammation remains ; but as foon as that {ymptom. 


is, pretty much removed, it si always be put in Brace, 


tice with the greatetft fafety. 


The remedy of. which we are now fpeaking, ee 8 


ly, compreflion, proves fo generally ufeful in the cure. : 


of ulcers, that after the inflammatory ftage of fores is 
oyer, it ought in, perhaps, every inftance to be em- 
ployed: Cures may no doubt be effeed by. other 
~ methods; but I will venture to fay, that in the moft 
troublefome of all. fores, habitual ulcers of the. legs, 


more lafting cures may in general be obtained by/a - 


proper. application of preffure, than. by any. other . 
means with which practitioners are as en acquainted, . 


The, other moft remarkable. part of the procefs of 


nature in. the cure of ulcers, confifts, as we have alrea-. 


« 


. dy obferved, in the formation of a certain, kind of new- 


fubftance ; ‘the production of which we in fome meat- 
ure attempted to explain, by fuppofing it to confit in, 
an. extenfion, of the divided veflels, with a confidera- 
ble. increafe .of cellular fubftance,, This in a found 
healthy ftate, appears, in every fore, in the form of an 


infinite number. of very {mall tubercles, of a bright, . 


freth: red. complexion, and in. ‘general of a tolerably 
firm organization. 


. As, in difeafed ftates of the sobeg thefe ‘barcln or 
granulations, put.on. very . different; appearances, ac. - 


cording to the particular nature of the complaint with 
which they. happen to be connected, fach peculiarities 
as are thereby.occafioned in. the feveral {pecies.of ul: 
cer enumerated in, the enfuing feCtions will be all par- 


ticularly taken notice of ; as will likewife the. various. 


methods of affifting nature, not only in the correction 
of the difeafed ftates of fuch produétions, but. in pro- 
moting a firm and healthy growth; for although this 
is chiefly to be confidered. as the work of nature, yet 


art in different circumftances is frequently able to af-- 


ford her very confiderable affiftance, 
| a hough 
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> Though the means: neceflary. for this uoole will 
be afterwards particularly pointed out, it will not be 
‘improper, in ‘the firft place, to make a few obferva- 
tions with refpect to their general tendency, fo that 
. the ee ake on wich vo them bare be sen more ety 
underitood. : 


: §. Se Uy the ee to be basined from he in the 


Production. of Granulations in Sores. 


“The principal advantage which in this refpe& ac- 
ctues from art in the cure of fores, is the removal of 
_ fach caufes:as tend té retard the natural exertions of 

the fyftem ; and. although the different obftructions 
which nature meets with in her progrefs are exceed- 
ingly various, yet they may all with propriety enough 
be reduced to two general heads, namely, to fuch as 
_may_be confidered entirely as of an internal nature, 
and to thofe again ehich operate merely as external 


er docal pinteeD 


“Ofthe former. kind < are, every general diforder to 
which: the conftitution is liable ; as it is by experience 
found, that a found healthy ftate of the fyftem only, 
is capable of producing proper granulations. eS 
~ "Thus the cure of fuch ulcers as occur in lues vene~ 
rea, {crophula; and feurvy, can never be properly ef- 
fected unlefs the Laing al attetiom of the habit be firft 
corrected, 
. 2Acldw cntaeidted ftate of tlte Fite’ 6 proceeding: 

either from avery poor diet or from immoderate evac- 
_ dations, is fourtd'to: be very prejudicial to the growth | 
of new parts: for, as the fupply of fuch accidental loti: 
es as occur in fores, muft render it neceflary to fupply: 
the fyftem with a larger proportion of nutritious mat- 
ter than is requifite when there are no loffes or defie. 
ciencies to be repaired, if a patient in fuch a fituation 
be kept upon a low allowance in point of diet, and ef. 
pecially if at the fame time the difcharge from the ul- 
fide is coufidenables the repair of any deficiencies muft, 

in, 
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in fuch circumftances, it is evident, go on much more 
lowly than when the contrary of thefe occur. And 
in fact we find, though a very plethoric habit of body, 
with a full allowance of heating nourifhing diet, is not 
proper for the cure of any kind of fores; yet that:an - 
emaciated ftate, and a low debilitating suis prove 
equally prejudicial. 

A middle courfe, therefore, fhould in all fuch cafes 
be obferved, and the’ patient ought to be kept in a fit- 
uation at Jleaft not much more reduced than that of his 
ordinary or natural health. But this circumftance muft 
im a great meafure be regulated by the particular exi- 
gencies of every cafe: for, in fome patients of a highs 
ly inflammatory diathefis, every {cratch almoft is apt 
to inflame and become troublefome ; fo that when ul- 


cers of any magnitude occur in this ftate of the fyftem, 


it is often ‘neceifary to Keep the pahene) on a very low 


: allowance. 


Others again of a contrary habit of body: who hive 


been much reduced, and who have-no particular ten- 


dency to inflammatory complaints; very frequently 
bear; and receive much beneft from, more nourifhing 
foods than they, were formerly accuftomed to ; fo that 
it muft always depend on the: judgment of the practi- 
tioner, to point out fuch a regimen as may feem beft 


- fuited to the particular fituation of every patient. 


The local obftructions, again, which occur to the 
formation of new-parts in ulcers, are of various kinds ; 
but they may all be reduced to two general diyifions ;, 
namely, . to fuch.as‘a& folely in a mechanical manner, 
by exciting irritation; and Hole that are, evidently of 
a corrofive nature, 

From daily experience, it is ree that aonidve Gat 
in fores, are cateris.paribus, always moft quickly form- 
ed when the part is-kept entirely free from pain ; and, 
when, duly attended to, the realon of this appears fuk) 
ficiently obvious. For whatever proves the caufe of 
much ungainly mut excite in the-extremities af the 

divided 
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divided! vefiels; as irtitation does in every nities part _ 
to which it is applied, a-preternatural degree of action — 
or ftriture; which is a ftate entirely oppofite to what 
we have fhown to be the moft favourable for the ‘pro- 
duction of ‘new parts; for as’ this very. probably de- 
pends, as we have elfewhere remarked, on’anelongia- 
tion’ of the divided veffels, the more ealy and lax thefe 
are preferved, the more ewer i ely will fach : an 
extenfion davance;’ ES Gb 

. And we do acebridinghy Gad: that sitvageter ceads to 
hese up: any. confiderable: inflammation in fores, has a 
eertain effect in putting a total ftop to. the produdtion 
of granulations. 

Hence the neceflity of removing from wounds and 
ulcers, every extraneous body, or whatever tends to 
produce irritation ; and from the fame circumftance is 
accounted for the great advantage of drefiing feldom, 
and of ufing mild fimple applications, inftead of fol- 
lowing the practice which formerly prevailed, of dreff- 
ing much more frequently, and that too with very 

complex irritating ointments and wafhes. 
‘The other fet oF local caufes that tend to obftru& 
the formation of new gyanulations, and which were 
faid to be of: a corrofive nature, are chiefly all thofe 
-_vitiated: difcharges, which, by neglect or improper 
management, are fo apt to occur in every ulcer. For 
almoft: every’ kind of matter afforded by fores, that 
differs much in its natures either in colour or confift- 
ence, from mild and good pus, poffeffes conftantly a 
greater or lefs degr ee of acrimony or caufticity'; which’ 
_in-fome:cafes is fo very remarkable, that not only the 
-granulations are corroded’ and: prevented by it from 
uifing, ‘but: even) the em PRR found Oa are 
often ‘ereatly injured. ° 

~In all fuch: diforders, the peintipal intention to be’ 
keptii in view, is the correétion of this acrid ftate of the 
matter, whilft at the fame time we attempt to‘convert 
it into ‘what j 18 termed laudable pus ; the feveral means 

| for 


‘ 
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for effeGting which. willvafterwards. in ‘Mite. different 
fections| be particularly enumerated. 

.. Thefe different obftacles: to the fslation ef granu- 
lations. being at laft removed, nature will always, as_ 
far as'poihble, carry on their formation ; and when, in 
due time, fuch vacancies as occur in foress: are, either: 
by their means, or by the effe@ of compreflion, or by 
both, as much as may be, fupplied, the. only remain. 
ing part of the cure, as we formerly remarked, is the 
formation. of a cicatrix. This, too, is frequently, in a 
great meafure, effeed by nature; but it can-often be 
confiderably. promoted by the ufe of eed appli- 
cations. 

Whilfi any-deficiericies in fores remain fo basfilled 
up, and whilft the parts are for this purpofe {till fhoot- 
ing and extending, ’ the very mildeft applications, it 
was remarked, are the moft proper ; but; when the 
lofs of fubftance has either been repaired entirely, or 
to fuch. a’ degree as the flrength and other circum. 
ftances of the patient will permit, thofe applications, 
which in the extending ftate of the veflels:would have 
been prejudicial, now become proper and neceffary. 

_ Thus, all the mild ftyptic powders and ‘wathes, by 
conse dang! or corrugating the extremities‘of fach vef- 
fels.as have been divided, and by producing’ am exfic. 
cation .of, ‘that: inorganic: cellular fubftance: im which 
- thefe are enveloped, ‘tend to induce over the furface of 
fores. that, delicate thin; covering termed cicatrix » 
which, though it is,at furft always very tender; ‘yet im 
courfe of.tinié it: commonly;acquires greater ftrength, — 
_ by'a faxther addition of thicknefs, from thatfame cele 
lular; membrane which ‘atofir{t' contributed to form its . 

Having premifed thefe ‘general obfervations swith 
velneet to the manner in which the cure of fores feems: 
to-be:effeéted;and which apply in a great meafure to 
every {pecies ab the’ diforder, we now proceed to the 
more particular treatment of the fimple purulent ulcer. 


an : 7 A 
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§ 6.. Remarks on the Indications of Cure, and on the 
. Remedies necefjary in hein ei an pi the Sim om 
* Purulent Ulcer.» | 


: In the cure of this iascie of ince as there is very” 
little inflammation, and no preternatural fwelling fup- 
pofed to take place, but merely a vacuity, either from. 
a real lofs of fubftance, or from a retraétion of parts 
fimply divided, the difcharge at the fame time being 
of a mild purulent nature : the only indications that’ 
P occur, are, 
Sy tte Ge dinitnith: as Anich as poffible, any ro, | 
the ulcer may have occafioned ; and | . 
2d, To promote the formation of a cicatrix. 
For the more effectual accomplifhment of the firft 
of thefe,,the concurrence of two different circumftan- 
ces is requifite; namely, the formation to a certain 
extent of new eranulations ; ; and the diminution or 
decay of fuch parts as he ‘Immediately contiguous to. 
the ulcer. 
We have formerly fhown, that either a confiderable 
degree of inflammation, or the prefence of any acrid 
corrofive matter, are both exceedingly detrimental to 
the produ@tion of new parts ; fo that this part of the 
cure ought to confift entirely, or at leaft chiefly, in 
- fuch a treatment as tends moft effectually to the pre- 
| vention of thefe caufes. : 
With this view, the firft ctheuntitance to be attend- 
ed to, is to avoid the ufe of the feveral warm gums, - 
bdlfams, and fpirituous tin@tures, as we find recom- 
mended i in every cafe of ulcer, by all the older writers, 
and as’is ftill continued by many of the modern for- 
eign practitioners. 
For although, in fome fpecies of ulcers, different are 
ticles of this kind may be ufed without much inconve- 
mience, and in certain circumftances may fometimes 
even be of fervice; yet in every cafe of fimple ulcér, 
they always do mifchief, and in the treatment of fuch 
lores, fhould certainly be laid afide; as ought alfe 
every 
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every? application that can occafion much pain or irri- 
tation: for whatever has this effet, mutt always in- 

‘ereafe the inflammation; and confequently, for the 
xeafons we have formerly, given, mult neceflarily retard 
the cure. Even the common bafilicon and linimen. 
tum Arcei of the fhops, are, for the fame reafons, 
improper ; for every ointment, with any large pro- . 
_ portion of, Foun or. PEPE always irritates Very, 

confiderably. 

The only adv antages which - in fuch cafes rite to 
be looked. for from the ufe of any ointment, fhould 
be, its allowing the different: dreflings to be renewed 
with lefs pain than they otherwife could be; ; and 
hence a compofition of the. blandeft materials, is, for 
fuch purpoles, preferable ta every other, . 

In this view, any ointment fimilar to the unguentum 
cercum of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, anfwers ex- 
ceecingly well: It is prepared with pure white wax, 
- fpermaceti, and frefh olive oil, without ae other agit , 
dition. . .. 

The. quantities ae each of the aioe as there pre. 
-{cribed, are four ounces of wax, three ounces of {per- 
maceti, and a: pound of oil; a compofition which 
forms an ointment ofa very proper confiftence, and. 
which ought to be kept in every fhop, as the moft 
ufeful drefling for all the more fimple kinds of ulcers. 

In fuch fores as we are, now treating of, an.-oint- 
me ent containing a proportion. of any o the faturnine ‘ 
remedies, Js, fometimes found. to prove. ufeful ; and as: 
Goulard’s. cerate. is. a very | neat preparation of this. 
kind,. we think itsright to communicate the prefcrip. 
ie he eives for it. | 

ke four ounces.of refined. wax and one. pound of 

ot ‘ hott keep. them over a flow fire till the wax is 

melted, taking care to ftir them gently. Haying pre. 

vioully "mixed? four ounces of .the extraétum faturn, 

with fix POURS, of water, add. it by little and little to. 

the wax, and oll ; now cooled in a veflel of a proper 
fize. 
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. fize.*), Let them. be well. incorporated. ‘together with 
a wooden fpatula, always taking care to let.the quan- 
tity of water firft putin, be {thoroughly abforbed before 
any, amore is added aibhis: cerate may be made ftronger 
or. weaker,:by. adding more.or lJefs ofthe extract.. Vhis, 
_ as-well,as/every ointment, fhould always, be pr epared 
in fall, quantities, as itis of much importance in the 
_ treatment of fores to employ-fuch dreilings ealy as. are 
4 perfedly freth and free, from rancidity.’, 
-Pledgits of lint, fpread thin with either. of thie aie, 
_ ments, are in general applied without occafioning the 
a leathqainc and the ufe of them in this manner, indeed, 
_ isinever,attended with any, kind of,inconvenience 
for, though all oily applications to:fores have, been 
condemned. by fome, from an apprehenfion- of -their 
_ turning rancid ; yet I.can fay from experience, (that 
under proper management they never, become fo. 
Nor is it eafy to fuppofe that any fuch Preparation, as 
_ thefe we have mentioned, when compoled-of frefh) may 
terials, can.ever Recckat putrid between the different . 
- drefiings of fores, which-very: rarely ought tobe more 
_ diftant than twenty-four hours from one another... 
The frequent drefling..of fores is now very gener» 
ally, and, very properly, condemned; but,..as. prac: 
_ Utioners are apt to run into. oppofite extremes,,we find 
_ that by fome it is recommended to renew applications 
of this kind not oftener than once:in five, fix, or-eight 
days... It rarely, if ever, happens, however, that. this 
can be. proper. It-affords no advantage,to;the fore : 
for we can affert, from. frequent. evidence’ of both 
methods, that an ; ulcer, except in the lateft ftages of 
it when the cicatrix is nearly forming, will in genera! 
cure more eafily by the drefiings being changed daily, 
than when not renewed fo frequently ; ; and itis attend: 
ed with this advantage, that the patient is kept clean, 
and the air of the apartment in.which he lies is pre- 
) Aervetl in a more pure, fate than, it ever, is by a con- 
: we gqontn athal 
. se the preparation of oe pede Sum none 1, fee page 29. i 
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trary management. Weare therefore clearly of opin- 
ion;: ‘that. although the dreflings of fores'‘ought not to 
be very: frequently renéwed, yet that the contrary ex- 
treme would prove ftill more prejudicial: Im hofpitals 
efpecially, ‘where-it is’ fo’ ‘difficult to. preferve the: air 
pure and untainted, this is a ¢ircumftance which mer+ 
its the greateft attention 7 more indeed than practi+ 
tioners. commonly belted ‘pom it. ~The leading cir 
cumftance which ought to dire& us in the: frequency 


of drefling, ts the quantity of matter afforded by fores < 


No application fhould be removed, till it can be done 
with perfect eafe ; but whenever ‘there is:any confidl 
erable quantity of matter in the cavity of Sinner 
dreflings ought to be renewed: ada lys shi nus <r Bae: 4) A 
One principal inconvenience fappofed to sirite Kein 
the frequent dreilings of fores, is the influence; produs | 
ced ‘upon? them by expofure’ to; the: air; but if new 
dreflings ate fo prepared as to be immediately applied 
on the others being removed; ” ‘every: inconvenience | 


_ from this cdufe may be avoided.» This -we* mutt ire: 


ft 


mark, however, is a point of fuch importance as to 


deferve very ferious attention’; for a'tod free admif= 
fion of air to’fores always interrupts the cure, not only 
by acting as a powerful irritating caufe, but! by: tend- 


ing to vitiate the nature of the: matter Sprig i by | 


rc 4 


them.-: DIOR We DARN “eo th i OL Ya 3B6) 
Another objedton too had :been: made by different 
practitionérs, to the ufe of un@tuous applications in 
the treatment of fores, namely, that they are apt'to 
render the parts ‘lax. and: flabby, fo as to prevent the — 
new granulations: roe Being fo sseie as they otherwife 4A 
would be; ©. ae in ry pies sit mort . 
This, I know, ‘indeed he be the confequence of ag 
long continued ufe of waim' emollient applications, | 
efpecially of fomentations and poultices: but an oint- | 
ment of the kind we have recommended; very thinly | 
{pread, never'does produce that effeét, and it always — 
Par a more agreeable application than dry charpee. 
, alone ; 
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alone; ‘which, unlefs the fores: ‘to which it is-applied | 
are covered’ with a “quantities of matter, always 
occafions a'good deal 6f irritation; and’it fome degree 
is attended with the fame éffects' as gentle efcharotic 
applications ; a circumftance that feems to have beer 
well known to many of the old writers on fur gery, who 
frequently ‘recommend dry 'charpee: for’ fupprefling 
the undue growth of parts, when in the cure ‘of fores 
ts happens to'be too confiderable, 94 2) 190), 
’ T have lone’ ‘been ‘an: enemy. to thee indifctiminate 
wife of dry chatpee or lint in fores.’ “Thiy will ‘ ‘appear 
from the contents of thé preceding paragraph; which 
was publifhed ‘fix | years BEOs: ‘and ‘It never had any rea- ' 
fon to‘alter my opinion.’ The effe@ of cuftom, how: 
ever, is fo powerful, thatlit ‘may bé long: ‘pefore the wfe 
of dry lint is fo univerfally laid afide as it ought to be= 
‘but from much experince in mattérs ofthis Kind, I 
am ¢learly of opinion, that. a general’ Life of it 'as'a 
-dreffing tends much ’to retard the cure of dlcérs'; and 
whoever will have the refolution of deviating ffom the 
- eftablithed practice, and’ will employ any mild oint- 
 mentias ‘a. common application ‘to forés}’ will ‘receive 
much fatisfaction from doing fo. When fpeaking of 
mild dreffings, I would ‘with’ to Have ‘it underftood, 
that it is in ‘the fimple purulent ftate of ar ulcer only, 
in which°much utility isto’ be expected’ from ‘them. 
‘After all that has yet appeared tothe contrary, not 
_ only in the writings: of many of the ancient: authors} 
but even in thofe of fome modern practitioners, Tam 
perfetly convinced, that 'in this-ftate of an ulcer,’ a 
cure will be’more eafily and more quickly obtained by 
mild dreflines, than ‘by any other means'5 “but in the 
—floughy foul {tate of fome’ fores, applications ‘of this 
kind, it muft’bé owned, have little or no effect ; and 
in fuch ‘eireumttances fome of the warm ‘irritating 
- dreffings, to be afterwards pointed out, are a sie 
-‘meahs: from which relief is to be hey tween | 
SORBMS MIO > “Ue as SPR “ oth In -' 
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: ydn all fuch' ulcers,: therefore, as we re, iow fpeak- 
Hoss of, thofe. pledgits, which at,the dif rerént, dreflings 
ate. applied immediately, to he fores, thould. bedpread 
with fome. fuch ointmens aaah ole; we ‘have eco: 
mended. [ed eppovl juid conteBauoi io 8°) etoneticgs 
_ | Phe next, earcunftance, cabthainig. attention-in | thie 
-~partol, fhe cure, is to.employ, fach.means.as ‘may pret 
ferve the matter, difcharged., from, fores, in its. proper 
purulent ftate, both with refpedt.té colour and confitts 
ence ; for, unlefs every particular attention be given to 
this point, the beft conditioned matter ‘always, degen- 
erates fooner, or. later into.a worfe, kand 5, and.as mat+ 
ter.of,.a real” purulent _ nature. is, the mildeft);and leat 
-agrid difcharge. that: ulcers ever afford,, every; precau7 
tion. fhould. be. taken to preferve: a continuance a it in 
thas dhatan iin 9 ca hl Tahdig Ome wthy 
| In: the: ‘Gntple, Suite Hf yt par now. aden cauihleess ) 
tion, the principal attention’; which. for, this purpofe i is 
requifite, is. the.prefervation, of a.due degree of heat in 
the part affected. ‘This, in whatever partiof the body 
the diforder is. fituated, is. ex¢e edingly neceflary; % but 
it is more, particular ly fo. in, the extremities than, any 
where. elfe 3 for the natural, heat of thefe parts is not 
near f fo comfiderable as it igin, the trunk and other fitua- 
tions, where. the. ation of the. heart has more: influence, — 
We have formerly thown in the. treatife.on. inflam: 
mation,.-how. neceflary a.proper degree of ;heat is for 
the formation of pus in every cafe of abfcefs': and as 
it is no. lefs fo. in the treatment of ulcers, it -fhould.alz — 
ways-be yery particularly. attended to 3 Reba want of 
a-due regard. to this circumitance alone, very often oc- | 
cafions the degeneracy. of. fimple ulcers into thote of 
much more inveterate dif ofitions. soit lock wie 
 Whilft- any. degree of ‘inflammation. remains in uls 
cers, the eafieft and beft mode of applying heat.is by — 
the, irfe of warm emollient cataplafins ; ; but, as foon as 
the inflammatory fymptoms are much abated, thefe 
fhould be immediately laid afide: For, in midi gi 
© 4 


% te 
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of the very: powerful relaxing: properties of warm 


emollients, a too frequent and long’ continued ufe of 


them, .as we vhave’ already obferved, is apt to induce ~ 


too much laxity or want of tone in the parts to which 
they:are applied. - And the fame purpofe may be then 


anfwered. equally well, by applying over the dreflings 
thick quilted coverings of wool, cotton, or: vi any fuehe 
fubitances as moft effectually retain heat. *- | 

~ The good effects refulting ‘from a proper attention 


to this kind of management, I have on many occa- 
fions experienced ; and although it may not be of fo 


much importance in cafes of fimple ‘ulcers merely, as 


in’ thofe of a worfe kind, yet even in the eesti that 
occurs it fhould never be omitted. | 


_Inalmoft every fpecies of ulcer, poultices: are found 
to be very ufeful applications in one part or other of 


the cure: and although’ in fuch as are attended with 
uch inflammation, they may no doubt prove fervice- 


able by their emollient properties; yet the degree of 
heat they afford, by its effects in promoting a good 


fuppuration, is, Tam perfuaded, independently of ev- 


ery other: circumftance, ar ibpiabare gt tae i they 


ever produce, 


But poultices, when cferk vafeh thisi intention, -deilets 


they are much more frequently renewed than they 
generally are, rather do harm than good ;. for, in or- 


der to obtain all the advantages that may be derived 


fromthem, they fhould be renewed at leaft every three 
hours: But this fubject having been more fully treat~ 
ed of in the effay on inflammation, . it is not now 


neceffary to enlarge farther upon it; for the fame ob- 
fervations we had then occafion to make refpecting 


the effects of heat in promoting fuppuration, apply 
| vith equal force and propriety here. 


Thefe different circumftances, namely, the preven- 


_ tion of irritation by very mild dreflings, and the pref- 
ervation of a’ proper degree of heat in the part aifect-. 


_ ed, are the moft certain means both of promoting the 
H growth 
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growthiof nety parts, and for obtain re et oe up 

a difchargeiof good matter. cisenae both, there- 
fore, be all along particularly attended. to sveither: till 
there does not feem any farther deficiency torfill up, 
or till. natuxe appears to have effected as muchiin the 
production ofa new: gromthiof: pares ox sa reese 
{tances of the cafe will permit. 

The other moft materiat part Sidhe firft ‘ardbestions 
in the cure of ulcers, is to be obtained, as wealready 
obferved, by means of gentle compreflion.: and this, 
it may be remarked, isto be. employed: at the fame 
time, and: to. be ufed along with the feveral applica- 
tions we have already mentioned; for as foon as the 
inflammatory ftate cf an ulcer is over, and a difcharge 
of good matter 1s induced, flight compreflion by means 
of a roller,,as; we: formerly récommended, may be im- 
mediately applied, and fhould ‘be continhed during all 
the remainder of the cure... It fhould he applied too, 
as. was then directed, in: fuch a way as not only to pro- 

duce a gentle preflure upon the parts immediately 
furrounding the ulcer, but likewife to ferve: as a fup- 
port to the: “fin and other teguments, fo as to prevent 
their retraction, which otherwife, in large ulcers efpe- 
cially, i is at ready to-happen., 

When, by a proper attention to the: rid cit nia 
circum(tances in the treatment, and on the neceflary, 
remedies being | continued for a longer or fhorter pe- 
riod according to the fize of the fores and habit of 
the patient, any lofs of fubftance which occurred is at 
laft as far as poflible fupplied, the next indication of’ 
cure comes then to be attended to; and that i - the 
formation of a cicatrix. 

We have formerly obferved, that-a cicatrix is free : 
quently effected by nature alone ; but, in many cafesy 
when every deficiency appears to be even thoroughly 
fupplied, yet {till a cure is difficult to accomplifh: the: 
furface of the fores remains raw, and at the fame time’. 
difcharges confiderable quantities of matter. In fuch 

| cafes, 
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cafes, it becomes neéceffary to lay afide the ointment 


- yecominended for the preceding part of the cure, and 
to ufe one of a more ftyptic drying nature, : 

_ | In this view, the unguentum album prepared with 
- cerufs, asis ordered in different difpenfatories, an- 
{wers exceedingly well; better, indeed, I have often 
thought, than the ceratum e lapide calaminare, fo 
commonly. employed as a dry application. Lime wa- 
ter, too, often proves a very effectual application in 
this fituation of ulcers: by bathing the fores with it 
once or twice daily, and ufing the cerufs ointment or 
common cerate as a drefling, a cure will frequently be 
effe€ted, when it cannot poffibly be obtained by 
emollients: ardent {pirits, too, will often anfwer the 
fame purpofe, of putting a {top tothe difcharge afford- 
ed by fores in this ftate, and of drying or corruga- 
ting the foft cellular fubftance upon their furface into 

te Clone ee a ne 

- On fome occafions, again, a proper cicatrix is pre- 
vented from forming, by the growth of new granula- 
tions being fo confiderable as to rife above the furface 
of the neighbouring found parts. In fuch. cafes, it 
becomes neceflary to have recourfe to different aftrin. 
_- geht or even efcharotic applications, of which the moft. 
_ effectual among the milder ,cauftics is blue vitriol ; 
which, unlefs in very obftinate cafes, almoft always 
proves fufficient ; and when it happens to fail, noth- 
weaker than the common cauftic ftone is ever 


“* ™ 
ert ‘ 


ing weaker than # 
found to prove effectual. ee er 
_ ‘Tn flight cafes of this kind, indeed, a cure is often 
_ efieéted by the ufe of dry charpee alone; a pretty 
4 tight bandage being at the fame time applied over all. 
_ This, we mruft obferve, however, is a fituation of a 
fore which frequently proves more perplexing and 
_ troublefome than any other part of the cure; for it 
_ often happens, even in the moft healthy conftitution, 
_ and when the preceding part of the cure has gone very 
properly on, that a cicatrix cannot be induced, and the 
ees 2 _ granulations 


> 
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complith a cure + : | ay be 
bteernated with duglire’ of myrth, of with a folution 
of blue vitriol in water ; a practice which in different 
inftances I have found to fucceed, when the means 
ufually employed in fuch cafes have all failed... 
In the preceding obfervations we have enumerated 
fuch local applications as have been found to be moft 
effectual in the cure of ulcers; but there are fome cir- 
cumftances, which, though’ of a more, general nature, 
are yet equally neceflary to be attendedto. © 

In every {peciés of ulcer, even in thofe of. the molt 
fimple nature, reft of body, efpécially of the part af- 
fected, is particularly requifite ; infomuch, that, un- 
tefs this circumftance be attended to, all the applica- 
tions that can be ufed, prove commonly of little im- 
portance. In diforders of this kind,. too, occurring in 
the lower extremities, the affected limbs fhould be al. 
ways kept, as much as poflible, in a horizontal pofi- 
tion, as being the pofture which proves moft favoura- 
ble for the circulation of the fluids. ee tee 


r fpirits ufed in this manner, mat ia 


Réft and an horizontal pofture, have by almoft all 
practitioners, both ancient and modern, been looked 
upon as abfolutely ‘neceffary for the cure of ulcers in 
the lower extremities, In fome. late, publications, 
however, it is'afferted, that reft is fo far from being 
neceflary in fuch cafes, that a cure ig juft as eafily and 
certainly performed whilft patients are going abroad, 
as whillt they are under the ftri€eft confinement. _ . 
- In fome very flight’ ulcerations, this may fometimes 
be the cafe; and with the affiftance of a pretty tight 
bandage or laced ftocking, applied fo as to fupport the 
patts properly, even fores of a worfe kind may be fre- 
‘ Sui cb jf : ‘ig g® 77 { quently 


~ 


Se TL. Simple Purislent Ther. 115 


qitently ‘cured, dnd the patients ak: ‘the fame time be 
allowed to take gentle’ exercife, But, in general, fo 
- far at leaft-as my’ experience goes, the regulations up- 
on this ‘point, enjoining we 
ulcer ‘of the extremities, as handed down to us by z all 
the ancient writers, appears to be very well founded ; 
for, according as they are more ftridtly 2 attended to or 
not, the cure commonly advances quickly or otherwife, 
ge does often ha pen, indeed, as we have faid above, 
tise ulcers of even a bad nature are cured without any 
affifttance from confinement or a horizontal pofture of 
the limb, . This I have’ frequently. met with ;, and at 
this time I have different cafes under my care, of ul- 





cers going on towards a cure, whilft' the patients are 


daily going abroad. But their being allowed to take 
this liberty, has always proceeded from neceflity ; as 
there is nothing of which Iam more perfectly con- 
vinced, than. that ulcers on the lower extremities will 
eure foot er, more eafily, and to more real advantage, 
whilft the “limb is: pref erved | in a horizontal pofture, 
than they will do whilft the patient continues to take 
exercife. But when the circumftances of patients 
prevent us from 3 receiving the advantages to be deriyed 
from confinement, we’ are reduced to the neceffity of 
attempting the cure of plcers by other means ; and, in 

fuch circumitances,. nothing | anfwers fo well as preff- 


ure applied by a roller in the manner we have uni- . 


formly mentioned in this as well’ as in the former édi- 
tions of this work, 

‘As confinement, ‘during - the | cure. Bo ‘Micers on thé 
hips! proves always inconvenient, various means haye 
been ‘propofed for rendering it unneceffary ; and it 
has not only been faid, that'cures may be performed’ 
' without any afliftance from confinement or a horizon- 
tal pofture, but by fome it is alleged, that they : are 
| Sate Abello ames . aia 

3 We 
* This has been afferted by other’ writers ; but it has Ween more fully 


enlarged upon of late, in 4 "Treatife upon ulcers of the Jegs, by Mr. 
Underwood, of London. 


confinement in, every _ 
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that a horizontal pofture is highly proper in the, cure 


fcribed, Such regulations, however, when carried to, 
a great length, molt conftantly: do mifchief: for they 
feldom fail to relaxthe habit confiderably, and to pro. 
duce other difagreeable effeéts, particularly on the 
nature of the matter difcharged fromfores. | 
. The only attention, which, in this refpe&, feems. to 
be neceffary, is to guard againft all exceis in eating or. 
drinking ; for whatever has the effect of producing 
merely a flight temporary fever with any additional 
inflamination, proves, in fuch, cafes, always very prej- 
udicial : But, in place of a diet much lower than ufu- 
al, as is. moft frequently recommended, a more. full 
and nourifhing regimen than the patient even, in, a 
ftate of health bas been accuftomed to, is often found. 
to prove ferviceable, | Yet alae 
For-the difcharge of purulent matter proves always 
fo very debilitating, that in large ulcers, when great 
“| | quantities 
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quantities of it are afforded, this circumftance alone 
generally weakens the patient too-much, if the contfti- 
tution be not aft the fame time enabled to fupport it by 
a proper diet. Indeed, it is conftantly found, that 
the cure of fucly fores goes on much more eafily. when.) 
the patient is kept in his ufual habit of body, than 
when his fy{tem is much reduced by a very low allow. _ 
ance ; nay, I have had eat opportunities. of oblery~ 
ing, that ulcers, even of the worft ‘kinds, are fodh 3 
brought to heal by. the ufe of a ‘nourifhing | diet alone; - 
after they have obftinately 3 fai all ‘the ufual Sepls, 
cation’s and remedies, _ 

For the fame reafons that a ‘Yow regitnen aS. cone, 
demned, the ufe of purgatives, and in "general. what-._ 
ever tends to weaken the conftitution, | is improper. 
Not does! it ever happen, if | proper attention be paid, 
to the ifferent circurnftances we have pointed, outs , 
that internal medicines of any kind are neceflary'in 
this fpecies of ulcer: T know that it is a Freq quent pré ace. 
tice fo give’ medicines of different. kinds, Batis 
bark, nitre, and cooling purgative falts, in this as well. 
as in every variety of wietr. Bati In. the. fips. puru-_ : 
lent ulcer, of which we are now treating, ~ never find | 
it neceflary to employ an y remedy directed to the Lyf. 
tem at large: The diforc er is merely. local I, and local” 
applications ought to be folely depended on. for the. 
cure, ‘When, indeed, the matter of ai ore is in too, 
great quantity, and efpecially if it be thin Land acrid, 
bark, fteel, and other tonicks are frequently employed: 
with advantage : : But when thé local applications we 
have alr eady recommended do_not prove effeétual, in: 
correcting this, it will commonly be found to origin- 
ate from fome general difeafe of the conttitution; a 
different fpecies of ulcer will be therefore. Prarlyced : 
and other remedies will confequently be ASR AERS 
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$4 te OF the € Spiprone, Ce bid Prognefs 5 i the 
‘Simple Vitiated Ulcer. Kile 
“The xn common appearances in the matter ar 
forded by ulcers, when it deviates from the more nat- 
ural ftate of purulent’ matter, are, 


1. A thin, limpid, fometimes greenifh difcharge, 
termed Sanies. 


he 


Seeuai. Simiple Vitiared Ulcer: at 


- eiggataAfomiewhat red ‘eoloureds thiit; ‘and generally’ 





acrid: ‘matter, *tefm: ned: TeHor: t orig ght Shing 
ia) Amore waileid! Tutinous’ ‘it rid of ‘fatter, called’ 


ping vie ae 
-Sordes. Hebid ROAR YALION 


This lafty tooytie freqaendl jp brown? red’ dp- 


: pearance, fomewhat refembling” the! growinds of coffee, 


or? grumous’ blood! mixed with water, They’ are'all of 
them tiuch move fetid than pifulent’s matter, and none’ 


of theinare altogether. free’ from acrimony ; ‘but that’ 


whichthas generally been termed Ichor,'is by much’ the 


mot actid of any OF! them, ‘béing’ frequently’ fo" {harp 


and naerin’ as ito ati pica ‘quantities’ ‘of mao" 


PPR Pp APE SLY j 
} 


an nrrniew mens apstiarditce!t is phe paint ins a af 


them «is confiderables and’ is’ ‘generally wore or Tefs: 
; fo; according as” it matter aflorded 4 ‘is more “or” lefs’ 


corrofive. me at tf Pat POR ea EY 
- As-caufes: of dinatpecte a aleermapbewiendineds 


| all: fuchias we have taken notice ‘of: in: “the preceding’ 
_ fection, namely, swourids” in general; “burns, bruifes. 


and in fhort all thofe which were enumerated as canes 
of the fimple purulent ulter; for every that {pecies of 
the diforder, however mild it’ may have been, if it hhap- 


| pens to be either? negledted, or to be dsated with im-' 
E. ‘proper irritating applications, very ‘readily degene- 


rates into the. vitiated ulcer of which’ we are. now 


{peaking 4nchive overt woitt de 


“It is mot imprdper seni to stile) too, ‘that fuch 
changes*in ulcers, ‘from ‘the fimple to thofe of a more 
inveterate kind, happen much more frequently in par- 
ticular’ parts than in others; thus from the tendons 
and aponeurotic expanfions ofimufeles: not affording 
that fpecies of ferum neceflary for’ the formation of 
good pus, fuch ulcers as are feated in thefe parts com- 


monly 
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monly prove much more troublefome.and, inveterate 
en ‘thofe which are featedjin.1 the.cellular, membr } 
bicies a.plentiful fearene retion of a fluid proper efor this 
purpof e generally ta 9 Sagabrad 
tn ulcers of the kind, vedsighate erhtorg eonfider- 
ing, that are. merely, local, and that are not.conneéted; 
wih any diforder of the fyftem, when they-have not. 
een of long duration, and more: efpecially when they: 
st young healthy patients,.the. prognofis fhould, 
always be favourable, But, when, the oppofite ciréums: 
flances take, place ; when the patient is verytold; ‘the: 





ulcer extenfive, inveterate, and.of long. ftanding the: 


lea fhould always be very doubtfule sis soc 


§ 2. Of the Cure of the Single Vitiated ses of 


‘We have already rémarked,, that) the. radeon abet 
of the matter afforded by ulcers, proceed; in: generaly: 


- from fome particular affection, of the, folids: or fecret=) 





ing organs in. the parts dif ; whereby fuch kinds of} 
fluids are. feparated.from. the blood as cannot be cons: - 
yerted into good'pus. |The naturel.of this affettion,) 
too, we have endeavoured to explain; and, fromthe - 
feveral arguments, formerly advanced, i Asti eonsieny he 
dently to.confiftin different degrees. of inflammation, 

or of increafed/action,in. the veflels, of the parts , difeaf.. 
ed, occafioned.by.one or othet/of the’ fives exciting 
caufes which give tile; to uleerts peroiuicd oigratert? to 
_ Independently too, of whatiwas: Cisiac silitcticerks 
in fupport of this opinion, it feems to be farthen con 
firmed. by. the nature.of the different remedies found» 
to. be mot effectual in the eure offuch diforders,;which: 
are chiefly of that kind which have evidently: very: 

powerful: effects i in.eafing paim-and, abating irritation. 
_.Chus warm, emollient fomentations and cataplafms,» 

ina very fhort fpace, fometimes even. in the courfe of 
twenty-four hours; will: frequently. net only give the 
patient a.great deal of relief from pain, but wall even: 
Bredeng a ecuhderabh amendment an the | aa of: 
: | the: 
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| parts se or, four times phil ae ata an Si at leaft 
‘each, time,) with. an: emollient, decotion ;; and. then to, 
apply pledgits of the wax ointment, as was. formerly: 
recommended, with warm, poultices over all to be re- 
newed as frequently. as. .they.turn. Gillet ay 

In fores, of this nature, when, the pain, 13. ste ier 
ble, as nothi ge more quickly. promotes’ ithe. cure of, 
fuch diforders than the removal of pain, it frequently 
becomes neceflary.. to have recourfe to opiates, which,, 
in fuch circumftances, are often ufed with much. ade 
vantage: and when they.are, employed, they fhould, 
always be given in fuch dofes, and thefe fhould be as) 
‘frequently. repeated, as the rolense of the pain way 
indicate, o,:4¢7) - 

- ‘The habit of body. dae in the mean, time, be allo, 
| attended to, and particular. directions given with ref., 
pect to it, according to the immediate fituation of the 
patient. Thus, when from a long continuance of an, 
ulcer; or from any other caufe, the conftitution. has 

been much reduced, we ought, by a full allowance. of 
diet, to. endeavour to repairit ; and when, on the.con-. 

" trany, the patient is of.a full plethoric habit,. and has: 
formerly been. liable to. inflammatory. affections, it 
then becomes. proper to. Keep him rather Hp a low. 
regimen, |! 

In ulcers. of. ihe ad: Nehinh occur in me doauier of 
thefe: circumftances, namely, i in low reduced habits, 
the Peruvian, bark prot often efficacious: in fuch 
fores, indeed, it atis frequently as.a very. powerful, 
remedy, and particularly in effecting a change for the 
peer in the nature of the difcharge, 
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et he bark, howéver, in order to produce fuch an ef. 
feéts: requires to be. given'‘in much larger quantities 
tHan’ are’ commonly exhibited’: It is feldom given ‘in’ 
any "complaint of this ‘Kind toa: greater extent than 
three or four dofes inthe day, of a fcttiple: or ‘half a 
drachm each} whereas, when. any remarkable advan-. 
tages’ ‘are expected from it,’ fix or eight dofes of a 
drachin €ach fhould always Be’ given in this’ fpace ‘of 
times‘ and; in fuch quantities, it feldom fails-of oti 


“ing a ery! ‘effeGual: remedy. * sk 


Tt mutt be obferved too, that, in five alte? we Rare 


diregted: very little more of the remedy ever becomes. 


neceflury, than what, upon the~ whole, | is ‘commonly 
exhibited in'the ufual way of giving it in fmall' dofes ; 
for with large dofés, and thefe being frequently repeat- 
ed, sibel real advantages ° are im general’ obtained ‘in’ 
the courfé of twelve ér fourteen days, than até ‘ufual. 
ly experienced from its being: continued a Le od num- 
ber ‘of weeks in fmall dofés.- he 

In fuéh cafes of ulcers, heverer! as occur in. anata 
matory conilitutions, and in plethoric habits, the bark: 
mut be ufed with greater caution; and, in thefe cir- 
cumftances, indeed, it fhould feldom be given’ to any. 
extent, till the tendency to inflammation has i in'a good 
rtieafure difappeared. : 

The feveral cir id tenant in the cure whitch we 
have enumerated being all duly’ attended to, whilft at: 
the fame time the part affected is kept at reit and ina 
proper ‘pofture, it rarely or never happens that the’ | 
difcharge-is not foon converted into good pus; and 
when onee this is accomplifhed, every other appear- 
ance of the fore, in a very hort time, generally chang- 
es tor ‘the better. ‘At leaft this is commonly the cafe, 
unlefs‘the tleer happens:to ‘be connetted with fome: 
general: ‘diferdér of the’ fyftem ; : a circumftance we do 
not here fuppofe to occur, and which would conftitute, 
indeed, a {pecies of fore different from that which we! 


are now confidering. ra Pe 


As 


Sect. HI. Simple Vitiated Ulcer. . 125 


_ As foon as the difcharge is converted into a proper 
fuppuration, the moft material part of the cure is thus, 
ina great meafure, effected: for the parts being no - 
longer. corroded by a conftant, immerfion in an acrid 
matter, but on the contrary, being covered by the 
moft natural balfam that can be applied to them, they 
commonly foon put on a red healthy appearance ; and 
new granulations being now at liberty to form, any 
lofs of fubftance. which occurred, comes as far as poili- 
ble to be fupplied, and this in a longer or fhorter {pace 
of time, according to the depth and fize of the ulcer, 
fituation of the part affected, and the age and habit of 
| the | patient. - 

Sores. of ae kind being by. thefe means reduced to 
the {tate of fimple purulent ulcers, are to be treated 
during the remainder of the cure exaétly in the man- 
ner we have dire¢ted in the preceding fection ; that is, 
with very. mild dreflings: at the fame time that due 
attention is paid to the prefervation of a proper. degree 
of heat in the parts, together with the ufe of a gentle 
compreffion. from. the time of the in mmatory YiyP> 
toms having | been thoroughly at 

It frequently happens, however, in this | as in every 
: fpecies of ulcer. of long ftanding, that although the 
parts, by proper management,, may. haye been brought 
to put on.a very healthy appearance; and although 
the difcharge has, from a very bad fort of matter, been 
converted into the beft kind of PUS 5, yet. fill the fore 
cannot be. got to cicatrife, but SOA ADEE, to difcharge 
as. plentifully a: EN i 

‘When, in, fuch a fituation, the. Peony direttions 
we have given in the laft fection with refpe¢t to the 
cicatrifation of fores, do not fucceed, as may. frequent- 
ly be the cafe, an iflue of a proper pitty inferted in any 
convenient fituation, will often contribute more to- 
wards the accomplifhment, ofa ‘cure, than all the appli- 

cations which are generally u ufed in fuch cafes. oil 
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And, indeed, in old habitual ulcers of evety kind, 


nothing but the introdu€tion of adequate: drains will 


ever produce permanent cures: for although, by the 
ufe of drying aftringent applications, the fores may be 
covered with a thin cicatrix or fearf {kin ;, yet in cafes 
of this hature, fuch cures are feldom of any long du- 
ration. feo S Bebe TD De AR a Ge EE OWT Pa Ge are 


. For, independently of the danger which arifes from 


the prattice of healing old drains before hew ones are 


{ 


inferted in their place, airy cicatrix obtained by means 
of aftringent applications, being very weak, generally 
| redundancy 

of fluids which muft always be induced in the fyftem 
by the retention of that. confiderable quantity of ferum 
which for'a long time the conftitution had been accuf- 
tomed to throw off, for a fupply of pus to the ulcers. 
In “all fuch ulcers, therefore, and ‘indeed in every 
fpecies of the diforder that has been of long ftanding, 
the firft part of the cure ought to confift in the intro- 
du@ion of an iffue of fach a fize as may afford a quan- 
tity of matter in fome degree obi tar at a, that 
which the fore has generally yielded. And although 
the fituation of fuch drains has commonly been chofen 
as near to the part affe€ted as poffible ; ‘yet, provided 
the fame quantity of matter be difcharged, the fituation 





foon burfts open, in confequence of that 


of the iffue is not probably of much confequence ; and 


therefore, that which is moft convenient for the pa- 
tient may be always fixed upon, 
The iffue having difcharged for fome time, and the 


L 


different. remedies formerly. recommended being ftill — 


continued, the cure of fuch ulcers will at laft be com- 
monly completed. ~“ * ion aga a TMH 

Since the firft edition of this work was publifhed, 
the goad effects to be obtained from iffues in the cure 
of old habitual ulcers have in various inftances been 
experienced. In fome of thefe, curés were obtained 
by iffues, when every other means.of relief had been 
found to fail: And in others, the fores broke out again 

. | upoR 
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upon allowing the iflues to dry up, and were again 
cured by having recourfe to the fame means. | 
Various inftances might likewife be given from au- 
thors, not only of the difficulty of.curing habitual ul- 
cers unlefs an iffue be previoufly inferted, but of very 
pernicious confequences refulting from it. But asthe 
experience of every practitioner muft have furnifhed 
inftances of this, we do not think it neceflary to refer 
to books for authorities, 
‘In fores which have not been of long duration, how- 
ever extenfive they’ may be, it would be highly improp- 
er to put the patient to the trouble of an iffue for their 
cure. In recent ulcers, the fyftem has not been fo 
long accuftomed to the difcharge, as to induce any rifk 
from a {top being put toit; we with, therefore, to have 
it underftood, that it is not in fuch fores they are meant 
to be recommended : But in ulcers of long continu- 
ance, we muft again fay, that a cure can never be at- 
tempted with fafety, unlefs an iffue of an adequate fize 
_ be previoufly inferted. — 


As iffues of every kind are attended with fone tie 


convenience, they feldom prove agreeable to patients ; 
and from this confideration, praGitioners are frequent- 
ly induced 1 to difpenfe with ‘them : : The leaft attention, 
however, muft render it evident that no fuch confider- 
ation of this nature ought | to have any influence, 

- Iv is in the fpecies of ulcer we are now confidering 
that the internal ufe of nitre has been’ fo much recom. 
. mended; but although I have given it, in this as well 
as in other kinds of fores, in very confiderable quanti- 
ties, and with every neceflary precaution, I carnot fay 
pe Lever obferved any evident effets produced by 

- Gores, indeed, have béen cured in which nitre was 
fed but unlefs the roller and other focal applications 
were. employed at the fame time, this remedy, ‘in an 
_ of the trials I have made of it, has never of itfelf been 
able to effect a cure, 
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is fy Symptoms and Ca rufes of. the ih hae 


‘By the term fungous i is underftood, fuch, preternatu-. : 
ral rifings oft the parts in fores,, az are commonly. more. 
foft, and. {pongy: than found healthy granulations 5, 
which, shone aaa do not in: enna vii as 
neglect, ‘they do, in fome ieiencite arrive at very. cone, 
fiderable fizes : And although,, asrwe. have obferved,. 
they are, generally. at firft lax and. fofty. yet, when, of 
long duration, they. likewife, in. fome pales: APANIES 
very great degrees. of hardnefs. baa ha 

The pain attending. them:s not, commonly rondide 
erable : though, in. fome. inftances, i it. is otherwife ; and, 
the difcharge afforded. -by them varies, according, to the, | 
{pecies of ulcer they happen to. be connected with.» .. 

Thus, when _a- hyperfarcofis,, the. term “commonly . 
uwfed for fuch rifings 1 in fores, occurs. merely from negs, 
lect in a fimple- purulent. ulcer, the. difcharge » fre-| 
quently continues all: along tolerably good ; and,:on, 
the contrary, when it is conneéted..with an He dif-. 
charging any of the more.acrid vitiated matters, asin. 
fome in{tances is the cafe, the difcharge ufually contin-. 
ues to be of the fame nature. 

With 
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With telpedt to the caufes of the diforder; when 
fpeaking of fimple purulent uice#s, it was obferved, 
that in a healthy flate of body, and efpecially in yoting 
people, the new granulations that form in fuch fores 
are' very apt to pufh forward téo much, fo as to rife 
above the furface of the neighbouring parte. el his, by 
attending to the direCtions’ which were then given, 
may very often be effectually pr evented ;\ but’ if, in 
_ fuch’ circumftances, the fore be néalegted, and the’ 
parts-are allowed to advance much fuiit ther, ‘the difor- 
der of which we are now fpeaking comes ther to taka 
place. And if it is not attended to for yet a ftill long- 
er time, as with poor people efpécially is frequently 
the cafe, éven this, the moft fimple fpécies of fi iungus, 
| degenerates into avery troublefome’ diforder ; it be: 

ing in this manner that the very hardeft excrefeences 
are commonly produced: by 

Another variety of the difordet ‘is finales! et ; 
wad in thé cure of wounds and ulcers of different 
kinds, from not attending to their being found at bot- 
tom before the new granulations are allowed to pro+ 
éeed any lerigth: In this manner, whether from-any 
finus not being filled up, or from any cofrupted parts, 
that may not have been thrown out, continuing to 
act as extraneous bodies, the granulations that firft ap- 
peared {till continue to advance : ; but; inftead of cicas 
_ trifing when they ate on a level with the néighbout+ 
ing {ound parts, they go on rifing confiderably be- 
_ yond them, till the difeafe we are now confidering is 
of fome duration. ? | 

“And, when in this way 4 fungris has dit¢e ddhiciho: 
ed, it continues to increafe from day to day, till the 
caufe which originally produced it is difeovered, and 
removed, either by art or nature, in confeguience of a 
_ plentiful fuppuration being formed belaw and buriting 
out; which, by laying open the feat of ' the diforder; 
gives: room for a proper treatment to ee Place. 
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. Of the Cure of the F ungaus Ulcer. 


Bee aan attention to the cafe, and to the differ- 
ent caufes we have mentioned, it will, in general, be. 
eafily difcovered from which. of the two the difeafe has 
" originally proceeded : and, as foo as the caufe is dif 
tinctly known, the method of cure to, be purfued is 
jult as certainly determined ; which, till then, could. 
not with propriety be undertaken, as, in the two-dif- 
ferent cafes, the remedies found to be neceflary are. of 
very oppolite natures. 

When it is found that the fungus has been induced 
merely by an overgrowth of parts, and.that there.is no 
difeafe. durking at the bottom, of the fore; when the 
tumor is of a.confiderable breadth, and efpecially when. 

it does not rife to. any great height ; _ we fhould have 
recourfe immediately to the ufe. of yah ty RNS 

Of fuch, applications, a. great variety has. been 
recommended : -by many, even.the actual cautery has 
been propofed ; and by others, we are diretted t to. re~ 
move at once, : all fungous parts by the fcalpel. ». 

Either of thefe methods would, no doubt, prove in, 
every cafe very effectual, and a great deal more expe- 
ditious than any | other that. can be recommended.: But. 
they have fuch an appearance of feverity, as, to deter. 
almoft every one from fubmitting to them ;, -efpecially. 
4s its well known, that the. diforder. we are. treating 
of can be juft as certainly, though perhaps. not. {a 
quickly, removed, by means of much more gentle 1 rem= 

edies. A bn 

Of all the artificial cauftic preparations eaisetaee 
by authors, the lunar cauftic is, for fuch. purpofes ef- 
ara 7 much,the belt. It adts more ita sone an 


= 
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of cauftic, which is frequently a very ‘troublefome cirs, 


. eumftance attending their ule. » 


The cauftic fhould be liquified ; vandiat fall Beth? 
or pencil béing dipt in it, it is in this manner to be aps 


- plied to fuch parts as are to be deftroyed :° And this 
being done’ either daily or every fecond day, the fune 


gus will be removed in a longer or fhorter time, ac’ 
cording to the fize and firminefs of ‘the tumor... A’ 
ftrong folution of verdigrife in water, of crude fal anie 
moniac, or of blue or white vitriol, being applied im ‘a 


fimilar manner, will commonly prove effectual too, iy 


peasy oe fuch excrefences. 
‘Inthe courfe of practice, cafes ocetir in which fome 
variety of fuch applications is found tobe neceflary : 


I have made trial of a great number3* but none ever 


proves fo generally ufeful, as we faid’ above, asthe lu- 
har cauftic. ° For purpofes of this: kind; 1: have formes 


- times ufed a {trong folution of filver or ofcrade mers 


-eury in fpirit of nitre; and the effe@s of it, as ee: 


readily be imagined, are always very powerful’: they 


are nearly the fame, indeed, being only fomewhat 


more powerful than thofe' we commonly ‘experience » 


from lunar cauftic ; this kind’ of cauftic being merely 


Pik 


a folution of filver in the nitrous acid Yeon i to 


drynefs. ; 
One ounce of pure quickntves witb divieives in an 


‘ounce and a half of flrong fpirit of nitre; and this 


forms, perhaps, as {trong a cauftic.as can be*prepared. 


For other purpofes, where milder applications of this 


kind are neceflary, the ftrength of the remedy may be 
reduced by ufing ‘a fmaller proportion of mercury 


anda weak nitrous fpirit: But for the removal of @ 


hard callous excrefcence, the ftrongelt folution ought 
to be employed; it gives no more pain than thofe of 
a weaker nature, and it:always proves more effectual. 
We may here remark, too, that’a ftrong folution of 
,this kind is perhaps the moft effectual of any cauftic 
“application i inthe removal of warts of every kind, and 
Lig | particularly 
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particularly for thofe which originate from a venereal: 
caufe. But in ufing it, either for warts, or for fuch, 
fungous excrefences as we are now delcribing, it ought 
never to. be applied to. an extenfive furface at once. 
When the fungus. is inconfiderable, a {mall quantity 
of the folution may be applied over the. whole of it 

without any rifk.:, But, in extenfive affections of this. 
nature, it anfwers better to apply it to a. fmaH portion 

of them only ; and if different parts of an excrefcence: 
be touched with it daily, the whole will in general be 
foon removed. After the application of any of thefe: 
articles, the parts fhould be covered with dry lint ;. 
and not, as iscommonly done, with any kind of oint- 

ment, which: always tends to deftroy the ach vty of 

every cauftic remedy... 

We have hitherto been fuppofing, that the furface 
of the fungus is of a: confiderable extent, and that it is: 
not. raifed to. any great height above the contiguous: 
found. parts :. But whenever the reverfe of thefe cir- 
cumftances takes place, that is, when there is.a:narrow: 
bafe, and. the height of the. excrefence is. confiderable,: 
the moft expeditious and eafieft method always is, to: 
take it off by a ligatuze ; which being applied at its: 
root. tolerably tight, and ftraightened. a little every 
day, foon deftroys the circulation in the fwelling fo; 
entirely; as to caufe it in a fhort time to drop off. . 

When the rifing, is, as we have obferved, narrow at: 
thie bafe, and. efpecially when it is in the leaft pendu- 
lous, 3 ligature can be applied and kept on. with the 
sreatelt eafe ; > but when: the:tumor is broader below: 
than above,, it is not, poflible, without fome affiftancey 
to prevent it from flipping off. It may always, how- 
ever, be certainly and very ealily effected inthe fol- 
lowing manner. 

A {trong ftraight needle, fixed ina handle with an 
eye near to its point, being pufhed through from one 
fide of the tumor to the other at its baie, and two — 
ftrong waxed. threads being introduced at its eye; it is: 

to: 
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to be again drawn back, leaving the threads with their 
ends hanging out at each fide of the fwelling. In this 
fituation, a firm ligature is to be formed round one 
half of the tumor by the two extremities of one of the 
threads; and-with the other two, the other half is in 
like manner to be comprehended; and each of them 
being from time to time properly tightened, both 
halves of the fwelling will for the moft part very foon 
fall off. Yhe hint of the praétice we have here rec- 
- ommended, was taken from the defcription of a.curv- 
ed needle of this kind, recommended by Mr. Chefel- 
_ den, for the extirpation, by ligature, of difeafed ton- 
fils, which, without fome fuch contrivance, could nev- 
er with propriety be attempted. Fie Ore: 

The fungus being by either of thefe methods remov- 
ed, the fore is then to be treated in the manner we 
have already dire@ed for the management of fimple 
purulent ulcers. . 

The other fpecies of fungus we have mentioned, that 
_ proceeds, as we obferved, from the new granulations 
in ulcers not being raifed on a fure foundation, by pu- 
-rulent matter or fome other extraneous body being 
_Jodged at the bottom of the fore, is in general, very 
eafily diftinguifhed from the preceding fpecies. It 
rifes with much greater rapidity, and is not near fo 
_ fifm,; onthe contrary, indeed, it is always more foft 
and flabby even than healthy granulations. 
_ By attending to thefe, and all the other circumftan- 
ces of the ulcer, the caufe will feldom remain long in 
doubt ; and as foon as it is difcovered, the firft thing 
_ to be done, is to give free vent to the confined matter, 
_ by making a proper opening into it. After which, by 
taking care that the fore fills properly up from the 
bottom, the cure will go eafily on in the ordinary way, 
Nor, unlefs when the fungus is very confiderable, can 
there ever be any occafion for the ule of efcharotics ; 
for, in fuch cafes, the granulations are commonly fo 
foft and fpongy, as to walte away of themfelves in the 
| | courfe 
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courfe of the.cure, without any afliftance w hateyer 
from cauftics,: 

ah hefe are the only cafes of fungus, which, in gener- 
al, in local ulcers, ever prove troublefome ; excepting, 
perhaps, that which occurs as a fymptom in carious ul- 
cers, and which in its proper fection will be taken no- 
tice of, it may be alleged, indeed, that the varieties 
‘we have now defcribed may be confidered as fympto- 
matic; and for this reafon, it may be faid, that they 
fhould not be allowed to conttitute difting complaints ; : 
For the reafons we have formerly given, however, and 
particularly from their treatment being very different 
from that which is neceflary in any other fymptom of 
ulcer, it was thought proper to allot a {eparate fection | 
dor their confideration, — 


J 


Y 
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Obfervations on the Sinuous ULcER. 


§ I, Of the Symptoms and Caufes of the Nonaml ian | 


® Y the term finuous ulcer, 1s ‘meant that fpecies « of 
fore communicating with one or more openings 
or cavities of various fizes and dimenfions, which are 
“generally feated in the cellular membrane, between 
the common teguments and mufcles, or between the 
interftices of the mufcles themfelves. | 
- Thefe different. finufes ferving’ as refervoirs both for 
the matter formed in the body of the fore, and for 
fhat which is afforded by the fides of their own cavi- 
ties, make the difcharge of all fuch ulcers, when the 
matter of the finufes is s prefled into them, appear to! be 
much more confiderable than their extent of furface 
would give caufe to expect. 


2 


A finus, 
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A finus, as thus defcribed, is the moft fimple ftate of 
the diforder; but by long continuance, or by the ufe 
of drying aftrincent applications, it 1s liable to become 
hard and callous in its internal furface; and, in fuch 
a tate, trem its fuppofed refemblance to a pipe, it is 
termed a fiftula, of which nature is the fiftula in ano, 
a well known and troublefome diforder. 

The moft frequent caufe of the formation of Sinulee 
in ulcers and abfceffes, is the want of a free vent to the 
diicharge; which, naturally falling to the moft de- 
pending fituation of the part, if it does not there find 
an.ealy and ready pafiage by an opening being made 
into it, it very readily infinuates itfelf into the foft 
yielding fubftance of the cellular membrane, and pro- 
ceeds on gradually til it. fome where or other makes 
an opening for itfelf, either upon the furface of the 
body, or into fome of the neighbouring cavities. 

Very tight bandages, too, when applied diretly up- 
on ulcers, if they are not made to act likewife upon 
the neighbouring found parts, for fome- way both 
above and below the fores, are not unfrequently at- 
tended with the fame efies and ‘fhould va bison . 
fore, be applied in this manner. 

In every cafe of recent finus, and even, in general, 


_ inthofe of longer ftanding, when thefe are fo far ac- 


ceflible as to admit of proper applications being made 
to them, and when the conftitution in other refpects 
is healthy, we may almoft always venture to make a 
favourable prognofis. But when the complaint has 
been of very long continuance, and efpecially when 
the different finufes open into any of the joints, or are 
beyond the reach of an operation, a cure, in fuch cafes, 
becomes both very difficult and doubtful.. Nor. is 
there, indeed, any diforder that more frequently baffles 
the ingenuity of furgeonssthan fome fpecies of this 
diforder, particularly the fiftula in ano. | 

§ 2. Of 
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§& 2. Of the Cure of the Sinuous Ulcer, 


Inrecent affections of this nature, we are directed 
by all the old'writers, as likewife by many of the mod- . 
ers, to make ule of what they call vulnerary or heal- 
ing injections. ‘And, in the more adyanced ftates of 
the diforder, when by long continuance the fides of 
the different finufes have become callous, efcharotic 
injections and powders have been recommended: But 
none of thefe have ever been found to produce any 
‘permanent good effeéts, and the too frequent ufe of 
them has often rendered hard and callous fuch hen 
‘as before were of the moft fimple nature. 

Others again have advifed, in every cafe of éhis 
‘kind, efpecially when the complaint is in any degree 
‘of a fiftulous nature, to lay the different finufes open 
from-one end to the other, and, by cutting out all the 
hardened parts, to convert the whole into one com- ° 
mon ulcer, and to proceed afterwards with the cure 
in the ordinary manner. © - 

This method will, no doubt, very frequently effe& 

“acure; but independently of the great pain, and very 
large unfeemly cicatrix, which it never fails to pro- 
duce, it cannot, in every cafe, with fatety, be put in 
practice. 

Vhus, when Gniltis run very far up the reétum, it 
can never conveniently be prattifed ; ; and when, as is 
frequently the cafe, they penetrate deep, and run be- 
low either large blood-vefiels, tendons, or nerves, it 
would never furely, in thefe cafes, be advifeable to have 
recourfe to fuch treatment. 

But although the practice was even ilo gether: fide 
‘from danger, it ought in almoft every inftance to be — 
laid afide; fince we can, by a much more fimpleand 
fefs painful operation, be always as certain of obtain- — 
ing a cure, as we ever could be, either by a fimple in- 
cifion) of by an entire deftruction of the parts. 

The 
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The intention of cure‘in every cafe of finus, is to 
produce a coalefcence of its fides, fo as to deftroy any 
vacuity that may have been occafioned. 

The moft effectual means for accomplithing this, is 
firft to make a depending orifice for a free exit to the 
matter; and then by a gentle irritation, to induce, on 
the internal furface of the finus, a flicht degree of in- 


flammation, which by experience is known to be the 


{tate which proves molt favourable to the production 
of adhefion between any two parts; fo that a firm 
union of the fides of the finus to one another may in 
due time be obtained. 

Now both thefe intentions are fully anfwered by the 
introduction of a feton, from the orifice in the ulcer, 
along the courfe of the finus, to its other extremity ; 
where an opening, large enough for the difcharge, 
ought to be made in the manner we formerly directed 
in cafes of abfcefs, : 

The cord of cotton or filk ought at firft to be pretty 
large, more or lefs fo according to the capacity of the 
finus; and it fhould be diminifhed gradually, as the 
cure advances, by taking away a thread or two from 
its thicknefs every fecond or third day. And at laft, 
when the difcharge i is greatly leffened by the filling up 
of the vacuity occafioned by the finus, the feton fhould 
pe totally withdrawn; and a bandage being applied 

with fome tightnefs over the part, and being continued 
a fufficient length of time, a complete cure will for the 
mott part be effected. 

The firft ftep to be taken, then, in all cafes of this 
kind, is to difcover the direétion in which the finufes 
run; which commonly we can eafily do, either by the 
introduction of a probe, or by obferving where the 
matter points on being allowed to colle& for fome 
time, and from whence it comes, on the part being 
prefled. And into every finus that opens into the 
ulcer, a feton, as we hese be above dire€ted, fhould be 
introduced. 

This 


ae 
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This method of curing finufes, by the ufe of the fe- 
ton, is free from all manner of danger, and is admiffi- 
ble in almoft every cafe that can occur. Even when 
finufes run deep among the mufcles and blood-veffels ; 
and when it would be unfafe, therefore, to ufe either 
the fcalpel or acrid injections ; a feton, introduced by 
means of the director, as we formerly recommended — 
in the treatment of abfcefles, may be always employed 
with much fafety and advantage. | 

‘The practice we have here recommended is feldom 


_ found to fail in any cafe of imple finus ; and in gen- 


eral, it anfwers even in thofe which are confidered as 
real fiftule, 

Although it would be very inconvenient in fuch a 

fituation, yet. 1 am much perluaded, from its general 
utility in fimilar cafes in other parts, that the feton 
would prove.a much more effectual remedy in cafes” 
of the fiftula in ano, than any other that has as yet 
been employed. In fimilar cafes of this kind that oc- 
cur in the perineum, I have known it ufed with the 
greateft advantage ; And it is in this fituation, indeed, 
particularly proper ; as the cicatrix formed. after the 
opening of a long finus in the common method, with 
acalpel, proves in thefe.parts. frequently more trou- 
biefome and painful to the patient, than even the orig- 
inal difeafe it was intended to remove. 
. The finufes, by thefe means, being at laft filled UPs 
the ulcers with which they have been connected are 
then to be cured in the ordinary manner, as we have. 
directed in one or other of the different feGtions, for 
the {pecies of fore to which they may happen to be- » 
jong. 

This. part fs furgery, it may be obferved, is much 
indebted to the j ingenious Mr. Pott, for the fimplicity 
he has been im a great meafure the means of introduc- 
ing in the treatment of fiftulous complaints in ano-and - 
in perineo. In all of which, as we have already re- 
marked, it ufed for merly to be, and with many indeed 

fill 
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ftillis, the practiceto cut-out the affected parts entire- 
ly, »whether..they are,much hardened or not ; which 
not only occafions a great deal of unneceflary pain, but — 
very feldom produces fuch-an agreeable or {fpeedy cure 
as is obtained by merely laying the parts open with a 
fimple incifion ; ,and-which is all that, even in the moft 
_ obftinate cafes, fhould be ever attempted. For, if a 
cure cannot be obtained by fuch an operation alone, 
or by the feton when.it can be ufed, as we have lately 
advifed, cutting out the parts never will effect it, un- 
lefs they are all evidently in a very hard callous ftate ; 
in which cafe, extirpation of the difeafed parts may no 
doubt in fome cafes, be neceflary. Even when a very 
confiderable degree of hardnefs prevails, much advan- 
tage is often derived merely from laying the finufes 
open by a fimple incifion along the courfe of each of 
them: The free vent which is thus given to the dif 
charge, together with the new fuppuration induced by 
the incifions, proves frequently a very certain means 
of removing the callofities ; and this being accomplith- 
ed, a complete cure is commonly obtained. 
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Obfervations on the CaLtLous Uucer. 





S 1. Of the Symptoms and Caufes of the. Callous Ulcer. 
A, N ulcer is faid to be callous, when its edges, in- 
ftead of contracting, and diminifhing the fize of 
the fore, keep at a ftand, turn ragged, and at laft, by 
acquiring a preternatural thicknefs, often rife confid- 
erably above the level of the neighbouring parts : And, 
as it is generally from negledt, or improper treatment, 
that ulcers do turn callous, the difcharge afforded by 
them is commonly a thin vitiated matter. 
| It 


‘to be owing 
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Tt is in this fpecies of ulcer chiefly too, that varicofe | 
veins occur as a fymptom, efpecially when the ‘com- 
plaint is feated ‘in the lower extremities. “This feems 

g, not only to the dificulty the blood, in 
duch fituations, | meets with in ‘its return to the’ heart ; 
but, in a a meafure,to the ftri€ture occafioned by. 
the ‘ealleG ities on the courfe ef the different veins; a 
circumftance which, in extenfive fores of this’ kind, 
mutt, no doubt, havea confiderable influence. 

By many, and even by late writers, this fpecies of 


ulcer has been commenly termed varicofe ; from their 


fappofing fuch fores to proceed from, and to be as it 


were fed by matter furnifhed to them from thefe fwell- 


ed veins, which Rageteny fave the appearance of 
pening into them.* 

This error, however, it ‘is evident) mult ie pro- 
ceeded from want of attention to the caufe of fuch 
{wellings in the veins ; together with the miftaken no- 
tion which has hitherto prevailed refpetting the form- 
ation of pus and other kinds of matter; which were 
_ ormerly, in general, fuppofed to circulate with, and 

to be depofited from the blood ; but which, in the 
preset eg eflay, we have endeavouted to derionttrate 
to be an opinion entirely void of any real foundation. 

With refpe& to the caufes of callofities in ulcers, it 
aay be remarked, that they may all be reduced to the’ 


general ‘head of neglect and improper management. 


When fores are injudicioufly treated, either by irritat- 
ing or by very relaxing applications ; or when they 
are, entirely negleéted, fo that fungous excrefcences 
ure either allowed to arife, or different dreffings and 


other extraneous bodies are permitted to remain too 


long in their cavities; fuch fubftances come at laft to 


a€ias impedunents to the farther diminution or con- 


traGion of the ulcers. And, the {mall veffels of their 


edges being thus prevented from proceeding farther in 
a ee direction, are forced to pufh upwards, and 


fometimes 
ce Turner’s Art of Surgery, vol. HL. p. 3, 
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fometimes even backwards, till, in- confequence of the 
ufual preffure, from, the neceflary bandages, they nats 
urally come to acquire a morbid hardnefs or calloility ; 
which, as long as it 1s allowed: to, remain, very esti 
ally prevents the accomplifhment’ ‘of a cure, however 
Wee the fores may in/other talpecks be treated. 


oe. 2. Of the Cure of the Callous Ulcer. 


eee the confideration of the above mentioned 
eaufe of the diforder, the firft ftep. towards-a cure, it: wn 
evident, fhould. confift in its, total removal. 

Thus every improper application, which, till, now, 
_ may have been uled, fhould be immediately laid afide » 
and if any fungous or other, extraneous.,body appears 
to be doing mifchief, thefe ‘and every “other. obitruc- 
tion to a.cure ought as foon as poflible to be removed.. 
This being. too thoroughly accomplithed, and the fore 
being brought to a clean healing condition, the differ 
ent callofities are then. to be deftroyed; for, till they 
are effectually removed, it isin vain. by any kind of 
application: fo, expech-a.cute sss!) 

In very recent. inftances of fuch ‘complaints, 7 warn 
emallient, cataplafms,., ~when  eontinued-for- a+ proper 
length of time, by foftening the callofities, will-fre- 
quently, without any other’ application, anfwer every 
intention of cure... But.it is in the earlielt. periods of 
the diforder only that thefe-ever prove. effectual ; for 
_ when it has been of long duration, fo that the edges of 
the fore have acquired much . preternatural hardnefs, 
neither the ufe of emollients ner of gum. plafters, as we 
find in fuch cafes recommended by many authors, are. 
ever attended with any remarkable advantages. 

The only remedy then we can have recourfe to, is, 
the {calpel or cauftic : And as this laft, when, . properly 
managed, is equally certain with the other, it-fhould,., 
as the eafieft method, be always employed : and, for. 
-yeafons we have mentioned in a former feGion, the lu- 

nar cauftic fhould be here likewife preferred... The 
| folution, |; 


x 
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folution of filver or of .meéréuryy of whichowe' gave a 
defcription when treating of the fungous ‘ulcer; may 
be ufed with equal propriety here too? Either this, or 
the lunar cauftic, fhould be ‘applied every two ‘days to 
the callous edges of the fores, which in this manner 
will be foon deftroyed. By this'means, together with 
a continuation of the poultices fo long as any degree 
of foulnefs remains in the fores, they will foon be re- 
duced to the ffate of fimple purulent ulcers; when the 
treatment ‘we have recommended for that: fpecies of 
fore will feldom-fail in accomplifhing-a-curé, Gael 

Inthe lit of fymptoms which we. formerly eliume- 
rated, varicofe’ veins were mentioned: as'one. ~ Thefey 
it might be imagined, when the caufe which produced 
them was'rerntoved, would likewife difappear. This 
however, is: very (ldorwe the cafe; for terion 


. which: haves once fuffered’ fuch‘a diitention“as ito: be 


deprived entirely of their tone, do not often foon res 
cover it. In the treatment, the erefore, of this’ fpecies 
of ulcer, it isnot merely neteflary to remove fie caufe 
which originally produced thefe {wellings in the veins : 
forne fupport mult be'afforded'to the weakened parts 
imordér’té enable them 7 more pe gyi to ‘recover 
their uftal: ‘ftrength. Sy 

For ‘this’ purpole, nothing has ficheotbigraded fo 
effectual’ as’ the laced ftocking, or: fpiral) bandage, 
which we have’ already’ recommended | fo" fréquently 
for different circumftances'in'the cure of forées.” In 
order to have a proper effets however, im-every ‘cafe 
of varix of long durationy it ought to be continued for 
avery confiderable time 1 Andie rarely “happens, we 


-may remark, that'any inflancé occurs of the diforder 


being fo' bad,'in which a cure’ may not ibe. obtained 


merely’ by’ the means we have recommended!; or at 


leatt, that the inconvenience produced by’ the fwelling 
of the’ veins’ may not be’fo far palliated as'to render 


_ quite unneceffary that painful operation ‘fo frequently 


recommended of extirpating, as in cafes of aneurifin, 
the: difeafed or fwelled parts. The 


~ 





‘Set. VIL Caricus Ulcers’ . : ttf 


The effects of preffure in the cure of fores we have 
already taken different opportunities of mentioning 
but they are particularly remarkable in ulcers with 
callous edges. In fores of this kind, this hardnefs or | 
_ callofity of their edges, 1s not the only impediment to 
a cure: the contiguous parts: are always much tume- 
fied ;. an occurrence which mutt be entirely removed 
- before any: permanent cure can be obtained. 

This fwelling of the neighbouring parts- originates 
“ moft probably from obftructions taking place in the 
fmaller veflels of the edges of the fores, in confequence 
of preflure produced by the callofities-which furround 
them: And accordingly it will fometimes fubfide 
_ merely by the effects of emollient poultices in remov- 
ing this hardnefs by which ‘the tumefaction was in- 
duced: But when thefe do not prove altogether ef. 
fectual, preflure obtained by a proper and continued 
nfe of a flannel roller, swill in almoft every inftance 
| complete the cure," (3108 | 
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 Obfervations on the Cartous ULcer. » 





1., Of the Symptoms and Diagnofis of the Cariaus 
[> ¥ the: term Carious Ulcer, is. here underflood 

i) that {pecies of the diforder only, :which is :con-. 
netted: wiih a local affection of a bone. For although; 
the {pina ventofa, rickets, and fome other diforders of 
the bones, may, in particular circumftancesy pethaps,: 
come under the fame denomination; yet, as'it-is prob» 
able:that.fuch affeCtions of the bones as occur in thefe 

difeafes, 
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‘difeafes, are connected with, and depend apon, fome 
general diforder of the fyftem, and which with more 
propriety comes under the province of medicine than 
of furgery, to enter upon their confideration at pref- 
ent would evidently be deviating very much from our 
plan: All that is now intended, is to give as clear and. 
concife a deicription as poflible of that {pecies of caries 
in which furgery is more particularly concerned, and 
in which, by proper attention, we often have it in our 
power to be of more real fervice, ‘than in almoft any 
other chronic diforder that comes under the manages 
ment of a furgeon. 

It may likewife be obferved, that fo, far as thofe dif 
eafes of the bones above mentioned are to be confid- 
ered as local affections, which, after the removal of the 
general diathefis which produced them, they frequent~ 
ly are, the different directions we are afterwards to give 
will be found to apply with. equal propriety to them 
as to the moft fimple cafes that occur. 

The moft clear and fimple idea that can be given of 
a caries, is, that it is a diforder of thie bones exa@tly.of 
the fame nature with a fphacelus or gangrene of the 
foft parts; a circumftance which, we think, is very 
clearly demonf{trated both from the fymptoms, caufes, 
and method of cure. 

As the blood-veffels in bones are not near fo nume+ 
rous in proportion as they are in the fofter parts of 
the body, the anaftomofing of different veffels cannot 
occur in them fo frequently ; fo that when any con- 
fiderable artery of a bone happens to be deftroyed, the 
parts fupplied by it naturally fuffer much more than 
any of the fofter organs would do from a fimilar caufe. 

And as all the blood-veffels of bones are known to © 
pafs to them through their furrounding membrane the - 
periofteum, upon which they generally run for a con< 
fiderable way before penetrating deeper, it is not very _ 
uncommon for-a caries to. occur in a bone which has 


fuffered 
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fuffered no other apparent injury than that of having 
a very {mall portion of its membrane deftroyed. 

We do not, however, mean to fay, that a caries 
A always neceffarily follow a deftruétion of a part 
-of the periofteum ; for the contrary of this is frequent- 
ly known to happen : And unlefs the injury has been 
fo confiderable, as at the fame time either to affect the 
{truéture of the bone itfelf, or to occafion as we have 
already obferved, the deftruétion of fome principal ar- 
tery, a caries vill never occur merely from an abrafion 
of the periofteum ; but whenever an accident has pros 
duced either of thefe effets, the other will almoft con- 
itantly be found to ‘follows. 


From the firft appéarance of a bate after it is laid 


bare, unlefs its fubftance has been evidently affected, 

‘we can never at once determine precifely whether a 
caries will fucceed or not: In mere abrafions of the 
periofteum from ordinary accidents, I would, from a 

number of ofervations, conclude, that there is at leaft 
an equal chance that it will not: a fhort time, hows 
ever, will commonly refolve the uncertainty. — 

. For if, at the end of the fourth day at fartheft, a 
bone that has been denuded {till retains its natural ap- 
pearance, we may in general conclude, with tolerable 
certainty, that no carious affection is to fueceed ; and 
may accordingly proceed with fafety in the treatment, 
as if the eafe were that of a fimple wound only ; ; which 
can never with propriety be done, whilft any uncer- 
tainty remains with refped to the ftate of thé bone : 
And hence the great confequence of being able foon. 
_ to determine whether a bone laid bare is tobe pair 

» with caries or not. 

For, if from want of attention, a cure fhould be at- 
tempted in a cafe where caries is to follow, and if the 
fore fhould be made to cicatrife, all the new growth 
would be again to deflroy, much unneceflary pain 


would be given to the pats and a permanent cure 


would 
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‘would be much longer protracted than if pees meaf- 
ures had) been taken at the ‘beginning. 

In general, however, as we have already vbcmPhed, 
ifa denuded bone is to become'carious, it ufually fists 
itfelf in a‘very fhort time. “By the end of thethird or 
fourth:day at fartheft, the bone begins to lofe its nat- 


‘ural healthy. appearance, turns firft of a pale white, 
and then gets a flight tinge of a yellow: complexion 5 
‘and whenever this begins to appear, there can be no 


longer a doubt of what will be the confequence: — 
It fometimes ‘remains, however, in this ftate for a 


good maity days, and: by degrees gets a'more deep tal- 


low like appearance ; in which ftate it Commonly con- 


tinues for a longer or fhorter time, according to the 


degree of violence with which the injury has been 


done ; and afterwards goes through the different fta- 
ges of brown and dark, till it has acquired: a black of 


the deepeft dye, a period. at which we may fuppofe 
this portion of the bone is arrived at, perhaps, the 


' -higheft degtee of mortification: 


‘The difcharge from ulcers of this kind, is never of 


the confiftence of ae pus: Itis generally confider- 
ably thinner ; and 


om the firft appearance of a caries, 
it acquires a mioft difagreeable fetor, which always 
turns more confiderable as the. different ftages of the 
diforder advance ; and at lait, too, if acquires a black- 
ifh hue, at the fame time that it rises becomes. 


exceedingly acrid. 


As the feveral degrees of blacknefs or neweiheutioh 


go on, fmall foramina or holes feem as it were to form 
in the difeafed parts ; and by degrees increafe confid- 


erably, till even the moft folid bones acquire a kind of 
fpongy appearance. In this fituation, the mortified 
portion generally becomes loofe, and when prefied 
upon, a confiderable quantity of a fattifh like matter, 
with an intolerable fetor, can’ commonly be forced out 
from the different openings ; which fo taints the whole 
difcharge from the ulcer, aud gives it fuch a very pe- 
-culiar 
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culiar finell, ‘as'to ‘tender it fearcély’ poftible’ for. any 
practitioner who has’once known’thoroughly what it . 
is, ever to be deceived with refpeét'to the exiftence of 
hb’ caries: ‘Indeed this circumftance alone aifords al- 
moft as cértain a diftinGion in cafes of datent caries, 
as any that can be. pointed out. 

In ulcers attended with’a catious bone, the fefhy 
parts never have a healthy appearance; they ate foft 
and more’flabby than natural ; and inftéad of a florid 
red, they ‘have ‘rather a° babe brown, together with 
fomewhat of a glafly complexion: 

The granulations, oh diveneh commonly ee 
quickly enough ; and they would frequently proceed 
too far, if they were not prevented by art ; which itis 
always niecefary that they fhould be till the difeafed 
parts 6f the bone are either cait off by the efforts of 
nature, Or are cut out by art, fo as that the healing Of 
the fore may take place with’ certainty from ‘the bats 
tom. And when neglected for any confiderable time,, 
thefé foft produétions in carious ulcers frequently in. 
creafe fo remarkably, as to form very large and troubles 
foime excrefcentes: — | 

We have hitherto’ been foppofing, ‘that only a, por- 
tion of the fubftance of a bone has | been affeGted 5 in 
which ¢afe.a cure ig fometimes obtained by a fingle 
lamina cnly cafting off. But the fame phenomena 
likewife occur when the caties has ‘been fo confidera- 
ble, as to affect a bone through its whole’ circumfer- 
énce. Only in this cafe the carte s generally advances 
more quickly ; and in the treatment of it, it is often. 
neceflary the whole fubftance of the tone? in the dif- 
eafed part of it, fhould-be taken out. — | 

Such are the different appearances of caries pro- 
eeeding from an external accident that has laid the 
bone fairly open to view: But the fame kind of dif- 
€afe occurs frequently ina more latent manuer ; and 
in fuch cafes, it proves always, in every refpett, a great 
deal more trotiblefome. | 

Ka Ulcers 
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‘Ulcers of long continuance above the tibia, or any 
‘other bone not thickly covered with foft parts, merely 
by the matter infinuating itfelf to the periofteum, and 
‘there producing an inflammation and. {uppuration of 
that membrane, by which the bone itfelf is apt to be 
eroded, very often prove the origin of troublefome 
cariofities ; ; which again, as long as they remain, pre- 
went effectually the proper cure of all fuch fores, not- 
withftanding the ufe of every remedy that can be em- 
ployed. For when, by the application of very drying 
aftringent remedies, a cicatrix happens in fuch cir- 
cumftances to be induced, it proves conftantly a tem: 
porary cure only ; for the difeafe, in the courfe of a 

fhort time, always breaks out again. —_. 
In fuch cafes as we are deferibing, when Why exter- 
-nal ulceration is not attended with a great deftru€tion 
of parts, fo that the bone.ftill remains swith a tolerably 
thick covering, a caries is not always eafily difcover- 
ed; fo that practitioners are frequently, for fome time, 
‘ata lofs how to proceed in the cure: With a little 
attention, however, and efpecially with the afliftance 
of experience in former fimilar circumftances, a ca 
rious bone may, in general, be eafily enough deteéted. 

When by the introduction of a probe at any opens 
ing that may have been formed, if a roughnefs is dif- 
covered on the furface of the bone, the cafe becomes 
altogether evident. 

Such information, however, is not always to be obs 
tained ; for frequently there is no evident opening in 
the Righune of the fore; and, if there are any, they 
are often {6 fmall that no inftriment proper for the 
purpofe can get admiflion. And on other occafions, 
again, when an opening even tolerably large is met 
with, and when a caries does certainly exilt, yet the 
difeafed part cannot be reached with the probe on ac- 
count of the obliquity or winding direction of the 
fiaus which leads to it. 
aR ie Teen | Although 
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£ Although in fuch cafés, however, the bone itfelf 
eannot be immediately reached ; yet iffufficient atten-. 
tion be given to the appearance of che fore and to the 
‘nature of the difcharge, we willfot often be at any: 
great lofs. DEA Bk ae... vee 
If a caries of the bone does take place, any new. 
parts which may have appeared in the fore, are com- 
monly, as we formerly remarked, foft and flabby ~ 
and, inftead of formimg a regular furface, the new. 
granulations {prout ap in different clufters, of the ‘fize: 
of fmall nuts or toe like; and inftead of a healthy’ 
ted appearancs, they have ufually a dark brown: com-: 
plexien. ‘ Same y ee 
Thefe cfrcumftances, when they take-place, togeth-. 
er with the difcharge from the ulcer being thin, dark, 
and of a greafy appearance, and efpecially the peculiar: 
and very offenfive fetor which a caries always affords, 
point out the real ftate of a bone in every cafe of this. 
kind, with almoft as much precifion as if the bone it-. 
felf were expofed to view.. 


§ 2. Of the Caufes and Prognofis of the Carious Ulcer, . 
. ‘ s 
_ All fuch accidents as can occafion either denuda-: 
tion, lofs of fubftance, or erofion of a bone, have com-’ 
monly been enumerated by authors. as the caufes of” 
caries. But it is a circumftance well known. to every: 
practitioner, that the common tezuments and perio{- 
teum are very frequently deftroyed, without any cari- 
Oris affection enfuing : and that even a very confider- 
able lofs of fubftance in a bone may, and frequently’ 
does, occur, without being followed by any fuch ap- 
pearance. css EL ane I 
_ The caufes, therefore, of caries may, in general, be! 
id to be, whatever can, by erofion or otherwife, de- 
ftroy the circulation in the whole or in any part of @ 
bone. | : | aah ekg 
As fuch, may be mentioned, wounds in general, 
which affect cither the periofteum or bones ; violent 
contufions,. 


saa 


150  Obferwations.an the Part lk, 


contufions, aad inflammation’ of the: periofteums, from 
whatever canlet may proceeds, when it, ends either: in, 
abicefs or gangrese;. the.acrid. matter of ulcers. pene~ 
trating. to and. deftrosing. the: periofteum ; and, lafthy,; 
the improper application of fharp acrid fpirits-and, 
powders s to bones merely. laid bare ;.a practice we find 
recommended very nalvatally by: almoft all. the: an-: 
cient writers on this part of iy; ery. 

We have obferved above, tha lofs of fubftance in a: 
bore does, not. always produce. . naries. Thus). very 
confiderable portions of the. cranium. jt is well known, > 
are. frequently taken out when fradtund, without any: 
caries of the remaining part of the bone vafuingy; > and 
that the fame circumfance. hkewife happens. jp many | 
inftances, jn other parts of the. body, L have had va 
rious opportunities of being convinced. of. 

That fuch occurrences, however, do not fo frequent. : 
ly take place in other bones as in thofe. of the cram), 
um, cannot be denied: and the reafon of it very prob 
ably i is, that by a greater proportion’ of blood-veflels: | 
being fent to the bones of the ikull than to any of the | 
long. ones; any accident which might otherwife*be 
fufacient for feparating one partiof a bone from an- | 
other, will, by, this mechanifm, be. prevented, from, ef. 

--feGting a ftoppage of circulation in, the contiguous res 
maining parts with fo much cafe as in the hard bones” 
of the extremities, in. which the b! cod-veffels, are much” 
more fparingly diftributed: And to fuch a ftoppage 
we. have already, endeav oured,, to. fhow that every calle 
of cariesis'to be attributed. 4 a 

In every. jnftance of. caries, the prognofis to befor Ti 
ed muft depend upon a variet y¢ of circumftances: The™ 
principal oi which. are, \ 

‘The fituation, of the difeafed parts,; ; the nature 4 ic a 
organization of the affected bone ;. the nature. anc des 
gree of the inflicting caufe ; the fize of the caries 5 the” 
age and habit of the patients, : 

Thus 
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Thus it will be readily allowed, that a caries in any. 


of the. bones. of the fkull, ribs, or vertebre, by. thefe: 


parts being fituated above or upon organs fo, immedi-, 
ately neceflary. for. life, muft be. attended, with. more. 
zitk, than, a difeafe, in. every other, refpect of a fimilar, 


nature), in'any, of the bones, of the extremities. 


For,afimilar reafon, too, a,caries feated near to. any. 


of the. joints, from. the. danger. of thefe- becoming af-. 


fected, is. always attended with’ more rifk: than when. 


the dilate 3 is confined to the middlé of abone. 
The confiftence. or texture of a bone; too; Has. no. 


fmall, influence in. every, cafe. of, caries; exfoliations.- 


being much. more tedious, in the hard: and compact, 
than in the more foft vafcular bones. ‘Thus, although 
as we-have already remarked, difordets of this kind are. 
attended with more rifk on. ‘the fkull than elfewhere ; 
yet.a, caries of any-of the bones-of the cranium,, if “it 
admits. of a.cure at alls never proves: near: fo tedious. as. 


when the hard. fubibanre of. the humerus,, femur, or 


tibia, is affected: - 


‘The.nature of the caufe which produced the. difsr-. 


ee leat 


der, has. likewife-a confiderable effect in, determining. ; 
the. prognofis. Thus 3. wound. with. a fharp: cutting. . 


inftrument, that. may, have deftroyed not only fome’ of 
the periofteumy, but even part of the-bone itlelf, does; 


not generally produce either fuch a deep or extenfive. 
caries as what commonly, fucceeds to violent. contu- 


fions of bones, with perhaps no 2 scuet ance lofs,of fub-. 
flance.. | 


The extent ofthe difeafed part, too, we have already. , 


oblerved, 18. a> circumftance. which influences the cure. 


confiderably. ‘Fhis. is, no doubt, the cafe in every.” 


fpecies, of ulcer, but it is. more; particularly fo in, all 


cafes of caries; for it-is;conftantly, found, that much — 


‘More time, in proportions. is requifite, for the fepar a- 


tion of a large.piece.of {poiled bone; than what in gen. 


eral proves fufficient for the removal. of one of a lefs. 
extent. | , 
And, 
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And, laftly, as in every fpecies of fore,’'the patient’ s 
being young or old, healthy or otherwife, are circum- 
{tances which occafion very confiderable differences in 
the progrefs of the cure. ‘This, we may remark, is the 
cafe in every variety of ulcer ; but it is particularly fo 


in thofe attended with carious bones, which always 


render the cure of fores fo extremely tedious, that few 
conttitutions are able to fupport the difcharse which 


they produce, if they have not previoufly” been pers 


feCtly firm and healthy. | 
Thefe are the leading circumftances requiring our 


attention, in the treatment of ulcers attended with ca-+— 


- rlous bones; and it is from:a due attention to all of 


them that a jut prognofis is to be formed. 


§ 3. Of the Cure of the Carious Ulcer. 


Caries being a difeafe of the fame nature in the — 


bones, as mortification is in the foft parts, no cure, it 


is evident, can with propriety be attempted, till the 


removal of all the difeafed parts is accomplifhed. 
-For; if, either by accident or defi¢n, an union of the 
parts above fuch a caries fhould be obtained, the dead 


portion of the bone not having any Lore ee with — 


the living or found parts, and by thus adting as.an ex- 
traneous irritating body, woukl foon produce an ab- 
fcefs or collection of matter, and in this manner shoots 
force open the parts alr eady united. | 


“In a healthy conftitution, the feparation of difeated 


mortified parts from fuch as remain found, is, in gen- 


eral, accomplifhed by a natural exertion of the fyftem. 
"The courfe which nature follows in effecting. this, 

-feems, as we formerly remarked when emg of gan 

grene, to be through the intervention of a 

etee of inflammation excited upon the extremities of 


the remaining found parts, which forms, as it were, a_ | 


boundary between thefe and fuch as are difeafed. 


In asi aide of fuch an inflammation, a ferous § 


exfudation f from the mouths of the found veflels is © 
produced; a fuppuration is accordingly brought 
; about, 


ight ie: : 


f 
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about, with a conféquent production of new granula- 
tions, which, together, foon effectually detach all the” 


difeafed from the living parts. 6) 


This is evidently the procefs, in fuch date er: morti-! 
fication as occur in the fofter parts of the body ; and, 
with a very little attention, the fame phenomena: will 
be obferved in every cafe of caries. Only in the lat-" 


ter, from their being in the bones, as we have rormer- 


ly remarked, amore {paring diftribution of blood-vef- 


fels, and confequently not fuch a -difpofition to in- 
flammation, the exertions of nature, for the removal 
of the difeafe are feldom fo quickly accomplithed. 


‘It is from a due attention to this proces of nature, 


in freeing herfelf from fuch diforders, that the greateft 
advantages in the treatment of caries are to be obtain- 


ed: And if we be direCted by this in the choice and 


order of our applications, we may have it frequently 
in our power to accomplifh in a few weeks, what na- 
ture, if left to herfelf, would require many more 
months to effect. 

» From the foregoing confiderations, the principal in- 
‘dication, it is evident, in every cafe of caries, thould 


be, by proper applications Piegtiently reiterated, to ex-’ 


cite, and continue a s long as may be’ neceflary, fuch 
a degree of inflamination i in the adjoining found parts 
of the bone, as may be requifite for the soe fepara- 
tion of the mortified parts. ~~ 

In this ftate of the diforder, the difeafed salve of the 


bone we fuppole to be laid quite bare; which in the 


cafe of caries, as we firft defcribed, is the cafe from 
the beginning; and which muft, in the other, be 
brought about, by deftroying the corrupted and other 
parts that cover it, as foon as the caries ew the dif. 
ferent fymptoms is known to exift., 60° 

_ So far at leaft it muft be laid open, as is neceffary 
for getting freely at the difeafe of the bone in its full 
. @eeat! “Tits. by a mere incifion along the courfe of 
. the caries, mnily in general be done; but when the dif. 
eale 
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eafe occupies any confiderable extent of furface, it be-. 
comes neceflary to makea crucial incifion, or even.to, 
take away part of the teguments. altogether. And till, 
the difeafe of the bone is. entirely. removed, it is necef-. 
fary,.by a due.attention from time to time, .to prevent: 
the formation of new, parts, at leaft fo. far as. might i Ze 
any degree obftruct the feparation.of the caries, 

Whether. authors have ever had. in. view fuch an in-. 
dication.as the,one we have mentioned, for the.cure. of: 
caries, |. know not: but the remedies. employed, in 
fuch cafes, have, in. general, been. Very. different frony. 
thofe which reafon. evidently. points out; and from, 
thofe- means which have been ufed. with much fuccels, 
by many modern practitioners. 

The directions given’ by all. the older writers. On, 
this fubject, and, which are ftill attended, to by fome, 
of the moderns, are, in every caieof caries, or, even, 
_ only of a. denuded. bone, to apply immediately, to. the. : 
bone itfelf, powders and tinctures of aloes, euphorbi-. 
um, myrrh, and other warm gums. ‘This, it is. prob-. 
able, they were originally led into, with a view to.cor-. 
rect the great degree of fetor and putrefaction that, in. 
cafes of carious bones, always takes place: and from, 
cultom only the practice has. been continued, without, 
any. other fatisfactory reafon;, for the only. effects, 
which thefe. applications can ever produce, farther., 
than that of correcting the {mell, is to irritate and in-< 
flame the foft parts of the fore, "without having the 
leaft influence on the more material. difeafe of the: 
bone. 

For, when. the caries is of any confiderable. depth,, 
fuch fubftances. can never penetrate to or affeét the: 
rec parts of the bone, where alone, by the irritation, 

they would occafion, fome benefit might be expected: 
trom them. ; 

And again, when no caries or affe@ion: of this. na-. 
ture has appeared, fuch applications to bones merely- 
denuded of their periofteum, can never, in any refpect, 

be 
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bé neceflary’ 5. ey mays. on-thé contrary, be frequently; 
a means of inducing a:real,canies, ibs very: diorden 
they were-intended:to prevent. 

Another remedy) which we find fiicqnently recom 
mended by; almoft every author, in the more advanced: 
ftages.of caries efpecially,.is-the-attual- cautery. This,. 
however, independently ot the many objections made 
toit by patients, from the: painiand: feeming: cruelty 
attending it, is evidently, from its nature, a: very: inju-. 
dicious: application in all fuch diforders.: and: al- 
_ though many: have no doubt recovered when the cau-. 
tery has: been: made: ufe of, there can be little: daubty 
but that the fame contblainte, would have been more: 


quickly: removed, although no fuch remedy had: been’ 
employed; for, im whatever way. we fuppofe it to: be; 


applied, its effects muft evidently be pernicious.. 


If the cautery be applied in: fuch; a manner as: em 
tirely to. deftroy the difeafed: parts of the bone, as is! 


commonly recommended, the found: parts underneath, 
from the degree of heat neceflary for that purpofe, 


mult undoubtedly always: fuiler fo much, as to be 


foon rendered gqpaally carious’ swath thofe ‘intended to 
be removed: | 


And, on the éontnery, een iis ufedl: inia more’ 


{parine nrannet,, the difeafed part of the bone will not 
be: removed, wiht at the fame time there will be a 


-_confiderable rifk incurred: of retarding: the natural ex. 
ertion of the fyitem for the renioval of the difeafe > 


for éven a very moderate heat will effect the deftruc- 
tion of fuch granulations as nature may for this: pur- 
pofe have already formed ; andthe juft degree of heat, 
it may be remarked, neceilary for deflroying the mor 
bid, without affeAing the found parts, it is fearcely 
poflibly to determine. 

When, for any: particular reafory the aduab cautery’ 
-rsay not be judged proper, it has been recommended, 
by the fame authors, to ‘make ufe of different dercifeead 

cauftic. preparations ; and by others, it is advifed, as 

the 
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the fhorteft procefs, to ftrike off at once all the difea 
ed parts with a chifel and mallet.» © SOOM 3 

But the objections to the ufe of the couergy which: 
we have already ftated, hold equally {trong with re- 
{pe& to thefe: fo that, in every cafe of caries, every” 


application of fuch a precarious nature fhould be en- 


tirely laid afide ; efpecially as we have it in our pow- 
er to accomplith the fame indication in a much, more: 
fafe and certain manner. 


For the :purpofe of exciting a sécetiare degree of in- 


flammation, the moft effe€tual and fafeft method, and 
which, in flight cafes of caries, proves always fuffic- 
ient, is to make a number of {mall perforations all over. 
the furface of the difeafed bone, to fuch a depth as to» 
give the patient a very little pain, and no farther. 

This. operation being, in different parts, renewed » 
every third or fourth day, the difeafed portion of the 
bone, in the-courfe of a fhort time, not only lofes the: 
cobiehion of its own parts, but a gentle inflammation 
being, by the fame means, raifed and kept up tillia free 
fuppuration is produced, the’whole mortified mafs. is 
generally, in a fhort time thereafter, entirely thrown off. 
_ Thefe perforations are very conveniently and effec-. 
tually made by a pin or perforator, fuch as-is’ ufed for 
fixing the head of the trepan ; which being fixed in. 
the handle of that inftrument, not the one in common 
ufe, but that which refembles the tool made ufe of by> 
coopers for perforating cafks, it is thereby wrought 
with a great deal of eafe and expedition. 

- Although the operation, as now defcribed, in gener- 
al anfwers very effectually in flight cafes of caries, 
which are not of great extent, and which do not pen- 
etrate deeper than the firft. or fecond lamella of a. 
bone; yet when the difeafe is very extenfive, and ef. 
pecially when it goes deep into the fubftance of a bone, 
it fhortens the procefs confiderably, if, inftead of the» 
perforator, a very fmall head of a, sacra be sg Ya 

eT Rs): 
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This inftrument being applied at proper diftances 
‘over the furface of the: caries, and being carried juft as 
‘deep as to give the patienta very little pain, as we for-. 
merly directed, the produétion. of that degree of in- 
flammation which we have fhown to be fo. neceffary in 
all fuch cafes is thus very confiderably promoted. And 

at the fame time, by converting, as it.were, a very 
large caries into fo many {maller difeated parts, their 
feparation from the found bone below comes to be 
much more eafily effected, than if the whole furface 
‘had ftill remained in one continued piece. 

As foon as any of the parts loofen at the edges, 
their final feparation may be always greatly haftened, 


i: by daily infinuating below them the end of a commoa 


{patula or levator, fo as to prefs their edges a very lit. 
‘tle upwards. 

The head of a common trepan is frequently aed 
ufe of for taking out a piece entirely when bones hap- 
pen to be’ carious through the whole fubftance of their 
different lamelle ; but, in the ftate,of the difeafe, of 
which we are now ‘fpeaking, the caries is not fuppofed 
to have advanced fo far, and confequently fuch a prac- 
_tice cannot with propriety be recommended. 

After the ufe of either of the above mentioned in- 
{truments, the ulcer is to be drefled in the ufual man- 
ner.. Only, as long as any of the carious bone re- 
mains, the putrefcency and fetor of the matter are com- 
, monly fo confiderable, that it becomes neceflary. to 
Pao fome remedies merely with a view to correé 

For which purpofe, a {trong decoction of Jefuit’s 
ia and walnut trée leaves is frequently ufed with 
advantage ; ; and folution of camphor in weak brandy 
is alfo an application by which this fetor of morbid 
bones is very effe€tually corrected. The carious part’ 
of the boné fhould be daily drefled with pieces of foft 
lint foaked in either of thefe, whilft the reft of the 
fore is treated in the manner we have directed for 
cafes of fimple- racing ulcers. 


This’: 
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This -putrefcent {tate of ‘the difchargé afforded by 
carious ulcers ts likewife: much corretted by’ the appli- 
cation’ of lime-water : If the fores be daily moiftened 
with foft cloths dipt in it; the matter feldom becomes | 
very offénfive ; and as this remedy feems’to have fome 
influence in deftroying the cohefion of offeous matter, — 
it ought never to bé omitted ‘in\any cafe of this ‘kind: 
Since I ‘firft employed lime-water in ulcers attended 
with cariou: bones, Il have met with different inftan- 
ces. of exfoliations being much promoted byit: 

As foon as the carious parts are allentirely remove 
ed, the ‘whole being then in the {tate of a fimple pu- 
rulent fore, it ought to be treated accordingly: For, 
although we are particularly dire€ted by authors in 
general, never, in any ~cafe of caries; or of denuded 
bone, to make ufe of ointments, or of any ‘kind of 
grealy application ; yet as there was never any juft 
reafon given for fuch-a prohibition, I long ago made 
trial of applications of this kind in cafes of caries ; and, 
no inconvenience arifing from the practice, I have 
fince that time been in the daily cuftom of applying 
them juft as freely to bones as to other parts. 

Of the great variety of books I have had occafion’ 
to confult upon this fubje@, rione have afforded me 
more fatisfaction than a treatife on carious bones, by 
the late celebrated Dr. Monro; and I am happy to 
find, that the practice we have ventured to recom- 
‘mend is fupported by the authority of fuch an emi- 
‘nent practitioner ; who, after {peaking of the applica- 
‘tion of unctuous medicines to bones, a only admits 
of it as fafe, but recommends the pra€tice as exceed: 
ingly ufeful; and fays, ‘‘1 can now, after-a great ma 
ny trials, aflure you that no medicines fo effe€tually 
prevent the corruption of bones laid bare, and ‘offi? to 
cover them fo foon with-flefh, as ointments.”* 

| We 
* In the fame ingenious Differtation may be feen a particular account 
ofthe teveral ipecies of caries; witha lifvof authors in different ages, 
from Hippocrates dewnwards, who have wrote upon it, with the fever- 
al methods of cure propofed by cach of them. Vid. Monro’s Works, 
ato. Edin. 17815 p: 283, &cw 
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“We ‘have shitheto* been fuppofing,’as was already 
“obferved, that the difeafe does not penetrate far into 
‘the fubltance of-a bone: but when this is found to be 
‘the cafe, and /a-confiderable portion, perhaps, of its 
‘whole circumference is affected ; or when the difeafe 
“extends even round the whole bone, which in many 
inf{tances is the cafe ; the fhorteft procels then is, to 
‘take out at once all the difeafed: parts, either with the 
‘ -head of a trepan frequently appied, or by means ofa 
‘fmall {pring faw. 

Many inventions have been propofed ion» cuttins 
out portions of carious bones which lie deep: With a 
‘View to protect the contiguous parts from being injur- 
‘ed by the faw, it has been adviled to cover them with 
thin plates of {teel; and faws of various forms have 
‘been fuppofed to be nrestny for dividing the bone. 

Almoft every part of furgery is already too much 
. loaded with machinery ; but no operation with which 
we are acquainted, feems to require lefs aid from new 
inftruments than the removal of a portion of a carious 
‘bone.. In-whatever part of the body. the difeafe is 
feated, the tezuments and mufcles which cover the ca- 
rles thous be freely divided: and, when the bones of 
‘any of the extremities are aiected, if this be done toa 
proper extent, fo as to admit of a piece of firm leather 
‘being inferted below the bone, for the purpofe of pro- 
tecting the foft parts on the oppofite fide of the limb, 
acommon ftraight faw will anfwer, in almoft every 
cafe, better than any other inftrument. But when the 
bone lies very deep, a {mall {pring faw of a circular 
form may be employed for dividing fuch parts of it as 
cannot be eafily reached by the common faw.. 

Thus either by the ufe of the trepan, or by a faw, 
‘any portion of a difeafed bone may be removed; a 
practice which may frequently be employed to much 
advantage in the fkull, in the bones of the hands and 
feet, as alfo in thofe of the legs and arms, when the ca- 
Tles does not run into the necks and heads’ of the bones, 

| , fo 
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fo.as to affect the joints: In which event, if an anchy- 
_lofis does. not eniue, or if nature does not by fome 
“means or other effe@t a cute; amputation of the limb 
mutt almoft always be had recourle to at lat; a caries 
of the extremities of large bones being one of the 
many complaints for which art has netas yet difeovér- 
eda remedy. . 
» But, whenever a caries is ‘confined to the middle of 
any of the bones of the extremities, excepting, per- 
haps, in the thigh, where the thicknefs of parts is very 
confiderable, amputation of the member fhould never 
be advifed for it; for, with alittle patience and attention, 
if the patient’s health is not mach injured, nature may, 
in general, be fo far aflifted by removing the difeafed 
parts, that a complete cure may. at laft be moft fre- 
quently obtained. And in no cafe whatever ought ne 
to defpair, when the carious part can, with fafety, b 
removed: For, however extenfive the difeafe may wy 
if we can properly accomplith its removal, nature will 
feldom fail.on her part, in filling up the vacancy ; 
_ there being many in{tances to be met with, in different 
chirur gical publications, of even whole bones being res 
generated. 

We have obferved above, that in carious affedions 
"s of the larger joints, amputation of the difeafed limb 

almoft the only remedy tobe depended on. It has, 
© ens been propofed, and has even been attempted, 
to fave. licets affected in this manner, by cutting out 
the ends of the carious bones. Mr. Park, a very in- 
genious furgeon of Liverpool, has publithed a trea- 
tife upon this fubjedt, in which he gives the hiftory of 
a difeafed knee joint where this operation fucceeded: 
Although much merit, however, is due to whoever 
makes, any probable attempt for faving limbs which . 
otherwile would be amputated, and although the pub- 
lic is much indebted to Mr. Park for the trouble he 
has taken in promoting the fuccels of the operation we 
have now mentioned, yet, from various circumitances 

there 
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there is mach ‘reafon’ ‘vothinks “that lke wilhoneten be 
foun 1 to be of. much reneral utility : Independent of 
ik which ate 












er sbjecti ons which occur to it, the rifk 
itis evidently much. greater than what comimon? 
ly refults from the amputation ‘of limbs 5 the extent of 
fore induced by itis greater; ‘the: fup ppuration: is of 
courfe more plentiful ; “and the matter isinot fo fr — 
| difcharged. We do not here, however, thihkea: inecels 
: fary to »enter more fully imto the difeuti ion of | this 
pointy: as we fh 
larly of it eco work 4 in which welate at prefent! 
engaged. Pe be EOI sat ies es 3 3 eee woe 





all have. occafion to treat(more scrape : 


During the treatinent oy a caties, it fevaiobiinand lets 


ftood that the fame attention is requifite to the pa: 
tient’s habit, of body, diet, and regimen in general, as 
we bave recommended i in other fpecits of ulcers. 
Thus, if he is of a full inflammatory conftituti tion, 
all heating and very ‘nourifhing articles oftdiet thould 
be be abftained from ; and if, on the contrary, the fyftem 
is low and emaciated, as, from the long continuartee of 
_tuch diforders is molt frequently the cafe, a nourifh- 
ing generous regimen.fhould-always be allowed. In 
fuc h cafes, too, as tonic remedies are much wanted, 
| Jeluit’s) bark is, often. found to be -very : fervigeable) 
and it fhould always si ufed i in. confiderable quans 
HAC Baad | fipwcks hy MN 0 aie 
The, bar bark is anal he. ‘only casa which, i 
; cafes, . ‘caries, fhould. ever be given internally. ; ‘ butir 
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remark, too, that in every fpecies of ulcer, attended: | 


with much pain, leeches applied either upon the edge 
es of the fores, or direétly upon the affected parts, are 


often attended with the beft. effects, infomuch that I - 


am now in the daily habit of ufing them whenever a 
fore becomes fo irflamed and painful as to refift the 


influence of poultices. and the other: means we have 


recommended. 

In every ulcer of. this hind as Sadi as the difeafed 
part of the bone is extracted, the fore which remains is 
to be treated in the manner we haye already directed 
for the management of that fpecies of Pie to which, 
at. leah arin it may eee to phy eb  qitgia 
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§ Tes of the Symptoms mi Diagn f the Canceroa 
° VY, ‘ 


leer. 


{ANCERS have been generally divided i into oc+ 
cult and open. By the former are meant fuch 





" hard: fcitrhous fwellings a$ dre attended with ‘frequent | 
fhooting’ pains, and which ba? Jaft generally terminate | 


x in the latter. 


By the -opén cancerotis ulcer, we indetBindt that — 





FBeehe ‘OF fore, which comm only. fuccee ds ‘to hard 
{wellings of the glands ; although in fome inftances 
it occurs without any tie hardnefs. "Phe edges 






of the ulcer are hard, ra: and unequal, very” pains 
«ful, and reverfed i in dif in ways, being fometimes - 


tutned upwards and backwards, a ‘on other occa« 
fions roe ‘The whole furface of the fore is com~ 
monly 


— 


& 
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monly very unequal; in fome parts there are confid- 
erable rifings, whilft i in others there are deep excava- 
> tions. The difcharge for the moft part is a thin, dark 

‘coloured, fetid ichor ; and is often poffeffed of fuch. a 
degree of acrimony as to excoriate, and even to de- 
{troy the neighbouring parts. In the more advanced 
flages. of the difeafe, too, by the erofion of blood-yet- 
fels which occurs, confiderable GHA Hes of pure 
blood are fometimes difcharged. ) 3 

Patients labouring under real ¢ancerous affections, 
univerfally complain of what they term a burning 
heat over the whole ulcerated furface; which in gen- 
eral, it may be remarked, is the moft tormenting fymp- 
tom that attends the diforder } 3 and thofe fhooting lan- 
cinating pains, which were yery diftreiling even in the 
more occult {tate of the complaint, become now a 
great deal more fo. 

Thefe ate the moft frequent fymptoms which attend 
an ulcerated cancer; but the appearances of fuch fores 
are fo various, that it is almoft impoffible in any de- 
feription to comprehend every one, When two, three, 
or more, however, of thole we have enumerated, con- 
cur together i in the fame ulcer, we may always be pret- 

ty certain of its being of the cancerous kind. . 

The fituation too of fuch fores, affords fome affift- 
ance in the diagnofis ; 5 for though cancers, do no 
doubt occur in every part of the body, yet by far the 
 freateft proportion happen, either evidently in the 
_ dubftance of one or more glands, or in thofe fituations 
where glands are known to be moft numerous. Thus 
fix times the number of cancerous affections, we im- 
gene, occur in the lips andin the breafts of women, 
than in all the reft of the body befides. 


§ 2. Of the Cawfes of Cancerous Diforders. 
Various circumftances have been mentioned by au- 
thors as tending to produce cancer, and an equal num- 


i of remedies Aas been pecamppcnied fo the cure 
: eat Se of 
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‘of it: But the little fuccefs which fill attends our 
treatment of the difeafe, fhows evidently that the ideas 
which have been adopted, and’ the remedies propofed, 
have been more founded om theory alone than on 
‘practice and obfervation ; ; for there is no difeafe to 
which the human ‘frame is liable, that has bafiled the 


‘power: of art, more than that which we are: “now con- . 


fidering. 

Although a soeodph acquaintance ith the rhea 
of the diforder might probably throw fome light upom 
the method ofcure ; yet as any thing that has hitherto. 
‘been offered, or perhaps as yet difcovered upon this 


fubject,. feems to be merely {peculative, and not’ fup- 
ported by experience, any account we could give a 


it here, would not prove either entertaining or in- 
ftructive. Before going farther, however, it would: 
feem to be of confequence, to examine with accuracy 


the different opinions of practitioners, with refpec 


to cancers being a general diforder of the ft A or 
merely a local affection. 

This is a poiiit, we may remark, of much fiipoit 
tance in pradtice = for if it were once eftablifhed, that 
‘cancers are originally local affections only, no objec- 


tion could then be made to: their cure by extirpation, 


‘as at prefent there is by many, who contend, that can- 
cers, in every inftance, proceed originally from. fome 
diforder in the general fyftem ;° and confequently, 
‘that their removal can never have any other effect 
than to make the difeafe again break out in‘the fame 
or in fome other part of the body. And this they are 
‘much confirmed in, from attending to the little fuccefs 
which is commonly derived from the extirpation of 
cancers ; the diforder, as is alleged, generally return- 
ing, in by far the greatelt’ Frebos tian ot all that are 
Fur . 

Tf this argument were fonhiteds in fact, it would ne 


PE a nS ae ae 


dt 


doubt merit fome attention ; though even in this cafe 
it posh not to be conndarce as conclufive againit the 


operation, 
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operation, as will hereafter more evidently appear. It 
will foon, however, be demonftrated, and to many in- | 


deed is already known, that a much greater propor- 


tion than what we have mentioned, recover and do 
well after the extirpation of cancers; .and it ts proba- 
ble the fault of furgeons, or of patients, only, who 
generally delay the operation too long, that the num- 
ber of thofe who recover is not much larger than hith- 


erto it has ever been. 


It is of the more importance to have the point in 
queftion determined, as the only account of the fuc- 


_ cefs from extirpation, which, till lately, has appeared 


in this country, gives fo bad a profpect of recovery, 
that I make no doubt of its having been the means of 
deterring many patients from undergoing a timely op- 
eration ; which for cancerous ‘complaints, is the only 
remedy to be fig ae on with which we are as yet 


acquainted. 


It is very probable, too, that the fame sitlieation.! 
as coming from great authority, has had no inconfid- 
erable influence even with practitioners, in making | 
them much more backward in undertaking the extir-: 
pation of camrcers, than they otherwife ae, would 
have been. 

‘The publication ; alluded eb is that of the late seis 


- efteemed Dr. Atzx. Monro, in Vol. V. of Edin- 
x burgh Medical Eflays ; where the Doétor fays, “Of 


Near fixty cancers Ohick LT have been prefent at the 
extirpation of, only four patients remained free of the 
difeafe at the end of two years; three of thefe lucky 
people had occult cancers in. the breaft, and the fourth 
had an ulcerated cancer on the lip.” | 
The Door likewife obferves, that of the few he 


~ had an opportunity of feeing the difeafe relapfe in, it 


was always more violent, and made a quicker progrefs, 
than it commonly did in others on whom no opera- 
_ tion had been performed. He therefore propofes by 
Mie of queftion, ** Whether ought cancerous tumors 
to 
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to be Beir sated, or ought the palliative method only 
to be followed when they cannot be refolved?”? and 
upon the whole, he concludes againft their extirpa-~ 
tion, except in fuch as are of the occult kind, in young 
healthy people, and that have been occafioned by 
bruifes or fame other external caufes. In all other 
cafes the Doétor obferves, it fhould be the patient’s 
earneft entreaty only, after the danger of a relapfe has, 
been explained, that fhould make a furgeon undertake 
the operation. 

That Dr. Monro, from obferving the difeafe to ré- 
turn fo very frequently, fhould be of this opinion, is 
not in the leaft furprifing: and if no better fuccefs 
fhould, in general, be found to attend the extirpation - 
of cancers, it would no doubt be an objettion to the 
practice ; ; and this elpecially, if all the cafes which ree 
lapfe fhould be found to be attended with more invete 
erate and more painful fymptoms, than they either 
were previous to the opefation, or than they probably 
ever would have been if the tumors had not been ex- 
tirpated. we 

But the experience of many practitioners fince Dr. 
Monro’ S aaa has been attended with much 


Sieh hws 


in the courte By fe experience. : ‘It will not therelere 
appear to be improper, to attempt to difcover the rea- 


fon of the Profeilor’s great want of fuccefs in fuch ca- bs 


fes, in comparifon with what others haye met with : 
and this, it is prefumed, will not be difficult to do. 
It may, I think, be confidered as certain, that the 


fooner cancerous tales | are operated upon after thei S| 


appearance, the greater is the chance of the extirpa.. ri 
tion’s proving effeCtual, and vice verfa. eid Soda 
: Now, 
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Now, it is exceedingly probable, that the high rank 
which Dr. Monro bore in his profeflion, both as an 


anatomift and furgeon, would be the means of his be. | 


ing applied to for more bad and old cafes of cancer, as 
well as of other complaints, than perhaps any other 
practitioner of his time. Patients in the country, 
_ with flight cafes of cancer, have them generally taken 
_ off by their own furgeons : but whenever they become 
of a more inveterate nature, by long ftanding or oth. 
erwife, patients always refort to'a town; to the capi- 
tal, when they can conveniently do fo; and there the 
moft eminent in his profeflicn‘is naturally applied to. 


This being the cafe, it is not furprifing that very little 


fuccefs attended many of the operations performed in 
fuch cancerous cafes as occurred to Dr. Monro. 
From the caufe we have mentioned, a great propor- 
tion of thefe would be of the worft kind; fo that we 
need not wonder either at the bad fuccefs of any ope- 


rations which were adyifed, or at the opinion which 


- the DeGor afterwards adopted on the fubjec.. 
Such unfavourable cafés as thofe we have repre- 


ented, it is probable, for the reafons alleged, would - 


moft frequently occur in Dr. Monro’s private prac- 
tice; and in his attendance on the infirmary, he would 
in general meet with very fimilar ones. For, in ev- 
ery hofpital, it is commonly the worft cafes chiefly 
that are to be met with ; as, before application is made 


there, private furgeons are always confulted, who, © 
‘when an operation is to take place, if the cafe does not. 


appear to be defperate, and if any reputation is likely 
- to be got from it, generally retain the patient under 
their own management. And, on the contrary, when 
the difeafe is evidently of an inveterate nature, and 
when an operation therefore would probably: be at- 


tended with much rifk, the patient is always recom- 


mended to a public hofpital. So that no fair judg- 
ment, from the refult of fuch experience, in cancerous 
» cafes efpecially, can ever be formed, unlefs at the fame 
time 
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time thefe different circumftances be properly ctl 
ed to, and due allowance be made for theme!) 4 of:l4y 
This, i in, my opinion, is the only way-in which “ 
great want of fuccefs which attended the extirpation 
of cancers in the courfe of Dr. Monro’s experience, 
can be. properly accounted for; and it explains it, I ; 
think, .m, a very fatisfactory,. manner: fo that all the 
conclufion which can be drawn. from this part of the 
above mentioned paper is, that there is very little chance 
of fuccels trom extirpation in the more advanced {tates 
of cancer; a circumftance which ought, therefore, to 
make.us have recourfe to that operation in the earlieft 
{tages of the difeafe, when in general there would not, 
probably, be much chance of its frequently failing. 

. Such expeétations will probably, by many, be con- 
dared as by much too fanguine ;. and they no doubt 
would be fo, if the fuccefs which in general. attends 
the operation, was all that could be attained :, but its 
proving, for the moft part, fo unfuccefsful, fhould by 
no means be imputed either to the nature of the dif- 
eafe, or to the fault of the remedy; but entirely. to its 
being, in by much the. greateft number of cafes, delay- 
ed too long, till the fyftem has become fo much infeét- 
ed, that we fhould rather. wonder at the operation’ $ 
fucceeding fo frequently, as it is, even in. the penerah 
conte of practice,, found to do. seca 

ae) confirmation of the opinion we have. gndeavour- 
ed to fupport, it is not thought improper. here to in- 
troduce a yery fhort abftract, from a late. publication 
on cancers. formerly alluded to, by: the late Mr. James 
Hill, an eminent fur geon in, Dumfries, | who, in. the 
eae a very extenfive practice, had more experi- 
ence in cancerous cafes than often falls to: the fhare of 
one, i be dh) that to fuch as have not yet perufed, Mr. 
Hill's. book, it will not. probably appear to be fuper- 
_ Huous. that we fhould infert here a ins sade from 
” Ris. olpenrations on thefe eaieeipinh bt Seiten 
Sy) Tk i i hy In, 
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peck pes the pee rie 

OF the firft fe CE cafes, ae one one unfuc- 
pelstul ; ; in three more, the cancer broke. out again in 
different. parts; and in a fifth, there were threaten-, 
ings of fome tumors ata diftance from the original dif 
eafe. Thefe tumors, how ever, did not appear till 
three:years after the, operation, and the woman was 
carried off by a fever before they had made any prog- 
refs. All the reft of the forty-five continued well as 
long as ‘they lived; or are fo, fays Mr. Hill, at this. 


day. . One of them furvived the operation above thir- . 


ty years; and fifteen were then alive, although the 
laft of thém was cured in March, 1761. | 

Of the next thirty-three, one lived only four ronths: ‘5 
and in five more the cancer broke out afrefh, after 
having been once healed. The reafon why, out of 
_ forty-five cafes, only four or five proved uniuccefsful, 
on fix out of thirty- three, was as follows. 

The extraordinary fuccefs I met with,’ continues 
pie author, “made cancerous patients polar to me 
from all corners of the country, feveral of whom, after 
delaying till there was little probability of a cure by 
extirpation or any other means, forced me to perform, 
the operation contrary both to my judgment and j in- 
Poe wake | 

‘Upona furvey in April, ea made with a view to 
- publication, the numbers ftood thus: Total cured of 
_ different ages from eighty downwards, fixty-thtee ; of 
whom. there were then living in all thirty-nine. “In 
pebuanty cant of that number the operation ‘had been 

er ‘for med more than two years before, and i in eleven 
ae had been done in, the courfe of the two laft years. ” 

«bo that upon the whole, after a courfe of thirty 
| years BiH thirty-nine us, fixty-three i get were 
alive 
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dlive and found ; which gives Mr. Hill occafion to 


obferve, that the ‘different patients lived as long after 
the extirpation of the cancers, as, accordiig to the 
. bills of mortality, they would have done, had they: 
never had any cancers, or undergone any operation. 


‘The remaining twenty-five, which completes the 


eighty-eight, were cured fince the year 1764. ‘Twens 
ty-two of thefe had been cured, at leaft, two years 5 and 


forne of them, it may be remarked, were feventy years, : 


and one ninety years old. 

In the year 1770, the fum of the whole ftood thus, 
OF ei ighty- eight cancers, extirpated at leaft two years. 
before ; not cured, two; broke out afrefh, nine; 


threatened with a relapfe, one; in all, twelve, which, — 


is lefs than a feventh part of the whole number. At 


that time there ‘were about forty patients alive and — 


found, whofe cancers had been extirpated above two 
years before. 


lt have been the more particular in giving this ae 


count of Mr. Hill’s fuccefs in cancerous cafes, as it is 
the lateft, and perhaps the moft confiderable, even in 
point of number, that the public was ever favoured 
with: and I am the more readily induced to it, from 
having been’ prefent at a confiderable number of the 
operations ; ; and from knowing that no fallacy or mif 
take could occur in the relation, Mr. Hill having been 
fo exaét, as to keép a-regifter of every cafe of much 
importance that came under his manapement. 


From thefe and many other authenticated fats, 
ot adduced, of the fuccefs at- 


which if neceflary might 
tending the extirpation of cancers, thered is, it is pre- 


fwned, very great reafon for confidering this difeafe, 


in general, as a local complaint, not originally con~ 
nected with any diforder of the fyftem ; and that a 
general cancerous taint feldom, or perhaps never, Oc- 


curs, but in confequence of che’ cancerous virus being 


‘abforbed into the conftitution from forme local afec- 


tion, ‘This, in every cafe of real.cancer, or ratherin 


fuch 


le 
eed 


ae 


ee ee —<— 
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a nich ae or before the formaetana’s of matter 
takes place, their return, as was already ‘obferved, 
would probably be a very rate occurrence. 

The particular nature of the cancerous virus, ido 
not pretend to know; nor will it perhaps be ever dif- 
covered: but it is not unreafonable to fuppofe, that 
external accidents merely may produce fuch an effed 
upon particular parts, as to induce the formation of a 
matter, even as acrid as that of cancers appears to be. 

Thus we have daily inftances in which vitiated fores 
produce very acrid and even corrofive matters, which, 
from what we have already remarked in fome of the 
preceding fections, could not probably have exifted 
previoufly in the blood: And, if that is the cafe, why 
may not fome peculiar affection of a part contribute 
to the formation of a cancerous matter? The one 
may be conceived, @ priori, juft as pr obably to occur 
as the other; and it does, we apprehend, as certainly” 
happen. Ue ule 

The ordinary Guddor of cancers, too, may in fome 
meafure account for the difcharge afforded by then 
being even ef a more acrid and virulent nature, than 
that of any other kind of ulcers. For as they are in 
general feated in the glands, which are known, even in 
much @.ore fimple_ affections, never to produce good — 
“Miatter, it is not at all improbable, but, by fome pecu-— 
Har irritation applied to a gland, fuch a difpofition in 
‘it may be induced, as to caufe the formation of the 
-wortt and moft inveterate of all matters, namely, the 
‘cancerous: Which being allowed to remain, and ab- 
forption. to, take place, the whole fyftem comes, in 
-courfe of time, to be as it were: faturated with it: an 
Be a general affection, or what may ‘be termed the 
: ‘Cancerous 
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ancerous Diathefis, is at length produced, from what 
she was ‘only a local tilcer.. 

e have thus endeayoured to fhow, that, by an ex- 
teri nal accident merely, cancer may be produced, with- 
out having recourfe to the fuppofition of any internal 
affection. But, fay thofe who affert that the latter in 
fuch cafes always takes place, “¢ Although external vio- 
lence does fometimes feemingly end in cancer 5. yet 
that di forder would never be produced in this man- 
ner, unlefs a pr edifpofition to fuch complaints fubfift. 
edi in the habit at the fame time ; and befides, although 
cancers do, from that biimitatice on fome Bcenhens: 
fucceed to external accidents, yet by far the greateft 
number of cancerous diforders occur without the in- 
tervention of any feeming violence whatever.’” 

‘That this is the cale, will not by any practitioner be 
denied : but it ma ay, however, be explained upon very 
different principles from what it commonly has been 5 
and in a manner, too, that will rather tend to confirm — 
the opinion of cancers proceeding, i in general, from a 
local affection. © 

In by much the greateft number of cancerous cafes, 
as we have already obferved, the glands appear evi- 
dently to be the feat of the difeate : : which renders it 

probable, that, in all, they are the parts originally af- 
fected 5 and that the ‘neighbouring foft parts come on- 
ly to fiber i in confequence of their vicinity to thefe: 
Feo perha aps, in fome few cafes, cancerous ulcers may — 
; break out in parts not glandular, from the whole fyf - 
tem being much infected by the abforption of ®leated ‘ 
matter froma the long continuance of a cancerous gland ; 
in ‘any one part. 

This being the cafe, we may very eafily. ‘Conceive | 
Vibe: fingle glands | may frequently become affedted, ; 
without : any ‘evident external caule intervening : : fo 
the ciréulation i in the glands, being carried on by: afet 
of veffels much more minute than thofe with which” 
other | parts of the body are fupplied, obftrudions will 

much 
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pe cd irritation ened dechtiadtel may, it ig 
probable, have nearly the fame’ effets and ‘be attend- 
ed with the fame confequences, as are commonly eX+ 
perienced from a blow ora bruife. 9 ' 

In this manner, too, may be accounted for, without 
having recourfe to any peculiar cancerous’ ditpofition 
in the fyftem, all thofe cafes of cancer that occur from 
the improper management of impofthumes in the 
breafts of nurfes and of lying-in women; as likéwife 


thofe which fo frequently ~ happen to women about - 


that period at which the menfes leave them ;’ and alfo 
fuch as fometimes fucceed to- fevers and other’ difor- 
ders, and of which they feem, a as it posit to © be the ter- 
minations. [OR FOR TER 
~- Inevery affection» bhigindetag from: any of 'thefe 
caufes, there is always a determination of blood, or of 
fome other fluid, to the_ affected part: which, when it 
happens to be the cellular fubftance, an ableels i is pro- 
duced; when to the pleura, to the membranes of the 


eye, or any fuch parts as from their firmnefs of texture ‘ 


do not favour the extravafation of fluids, violent in. 
flammations are the confequence; and, when the fub- 
ftance of a gland happens to be the part a determina- 
tion is made to, it being neither, as is found from ex- 
perience, fo proper as the cellular membrane’ for the 
formation of pus, nor from its fofynefs fo fufceptible of 
inflammation as a membrane, an indolent hard fwell- 
ing called Scirrhus, comes, merely by the obftru@ion 
and diftention of its different veflels, very naturally to 
be produced. And a tumor of this kind: having once 
taken place, it generally remains for fome time in its 
original indolent {taté, till by increafe of bulk, or per- 
haps from external violence, an irritation fufficient to 
excite fome confiderable degree of inflammation is 
applied ; which, from the nature of the affected part, 
not being able to produce ‘fuppuration, ° ait at 
aft 
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jaft terminates in what we call Cancer, as in other foft 
parts of the body iz ‘would in gangrene, if not preyi- 
oully refolved or brought to fuppuration, | 

This cbje@ion, therefore, of cancers appearing 1 more 


frequently without than with the intervention of any — 
external accident, does not, when properly 1 examined | 


into, appear to be of any importance: and from the 
whole of what has been faid, this conclufion, I think, 


may be drawn, that cancers, in very few inftances, : 
perhaps i el ever arife from a general atteCtion — 


of the fyltem but, on the contrary, are, at their firft 
appearance, almatt always local affections only. 


Such a conclufion, were we better acquainted with 


the nature of the diforder than as yet we are, would, 


itis probable, appear to be founded in fa&. The rea. 


fons for adopting it appear to be ftronger t an. any 


that have. been adduced in {appost of the contrary. 
opinion.: And, at any rate, its being admitted can 


never prove fo detrimental to mankind, as. if the con- 


trary opinion was univerfally to prevail ; : which, by — 


having the effea 
- diforders. from. having recourle to extirpation; would, 
as long as it prevailed, be always. the means of ‘their 
neglecting the only remedy which, fo far as we know, 
ought, ever to be trufted. 





of preventing ; patients, with cancerous: — 


_ With refpect to that Techteeiac, taken. notice of : 
in the paper Tately quoted from Dr. Monro, . of can- 


cerous dilorders being: always mare: violent and. mak- 


ing a quicker. progrels upon returning after extirpa- _ 
tion, than in patients on whom no operation had. <a | 
performed, this may in. fome inftances be the cafes 


but I_know from experience, , that it is not always. fo: 


And although it-thould in reality be found to be fo 
on many. gesafionss yet {till it is no valid objection to | 
the pra¢tice of extirpation; and would appear only 
to be: an additional reafon for having recourte : tothe — 


‘4 _opération at.an early period of t be sileste. in order to 
guard.as muchas poflible again{ the pote ay a 


return. 
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Tee 4. Of the Tress nent of Concerns Diforders.. an 
g) 4 a all that has. been hitherto faid, itis evident, 
| that very little i is to be expected an ag treatment of 
-eancerous diforders from internal medicines : Nor are 
external applications, farther than with a view to pale 
liate particular fymptoms, ever to be depended on. . 
_A great many remedies have at different times been 


‘fecommended to the public as cures for cancer: but 


none, it is probable, was ever more depended on than | 


cicuta; a remedy, however, which, in this country, 


has by. no means anfwered the expectations that were | 


formed of its 

Its want of efficacy, indeed, has now. proved fo uni 
verfal, that there feems little ‘eccafion. here to fay any 
thing with refpect to it: I fhall. only juft obierve, 


‘therefore, that although, in a great number of in-— 


| ftances, 1 have known it eehibited with all the atten- 
tion to its preparation that could poflibly be given; 
yet in real cancers, I never knew it, nor indeed any 
other remedy, produceacure. 
— In fimple ae of indurated clands,, i have frequent. 
by, indeed, known the ule of cicuta attended with very 
good. effets; and in the advanced ftages of cancer, 

when. excifion was determined againtt, I have, on dif- 
ferent occafions, feen it ufeful, both by relieving pain, 
and by procuring from the fores a. better and lefs acrid 
difcharge than could otherwife be obtained. But 
‘whenever there is no valid objeétion to jit, the extir- 

ation ofa cancer, as being the moft. certain remedy, 
is that which we fhould Belvenrchantt to 8; ia alot 
as the difeafe is difcovered. a 

With refpea to the mode of - “ocaetitig: in. extirpa- 
, Seb cancerous affections, very full information may be 
obtained from the feveral fy{tematic writers on. fur- 
“gery: it may not’be improper; however, in: this place, 
to introduce a fev i et ebler ations: OR te ies 
agi ~eyaue cae BIER Ue AE hy ee EE B 
t. The 
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ed with the fealpel in Bisferance eb cau 
of fopheti thoug gh formerly. 1 uch’ recom re 
fome authors, and {till by fome praGitioners ad 
to, ought, fot very obvious reafons, to be entirely : 
fide. SE, aCe Ye ge ER OE” Based 713) oy. Ohi sf 
ae irritation penweally oteafioned by every appli- 
‘cation of the cauftic kind, together with the pain and. 
inflammation’ which commonly —— in cancers 
ous cafes efpecially, very {trong is againit th ay | 
ever being ufed.” Plunket’s yvenieay): swhich: igh Hy 
dently of a cauftic nature, and which we have mtich — 
réafon to think confifts chiefly of arfenic, has’ nodoubt, >. 
like every © other’ medical fecret, been preathvetalleds 
but it is not probable, if the different Bite it ae 
ufed in’ were all fairly examined into, that it would-be 
found: to ) have ever produced any advantages -w hich | 
might not more ‘fpeedily, Heo spon ‘certainty} 
have been obtained from the-fealpels @ {Sod Citae 
2. In whatever part of the b Badlyrtlsesditorden dodo. | 
uated,” every part that has the jea{t appearance of dif 
eafe thould be always taken off; and if, even in the _ 
courfe of the fublequent dtefhinigs,! any cancerous por» } 
_ tions ‘may “appear to’ simp been left, thefe: thould alfo 
be diredtly. extirpated, ot herv ieated diforder > re oy 
"as certainly’return as if no part of it had’ been rer 
eds. and: from want of proper attention to this. c cireum- 
flance, the want of fuccefs in this operation, Lhaveno 
doubt; ma may, on. many ‘occafions,:have arifens ‘Even — 
‘every’ indurated ‘gl: appears in the neigh | 
bourhood of a cancerous fore, fhould ju as certainly — 
be taken away as the —. for if it be allowed — 
to remain, there will feldom m:be much chance of fuc- 
cefs from whetope peradion.: ! faxes tif, bs ie ne 
- When the uaetnauiee ed i a 


ted in th ie bre r 















































‘perhaps part of the mamma only may be aff faa . 
wees of it fhould be always taken off : y rine wt f 
' . part 
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part of it is not only attended with no advantage, but 


proves afterwards, asi — often een; fn inconve- —_ 


-hient to the: patient. 
- Although it is always Bropely) however, to lexcitpate 


_€very part that is really difeafed, none of the external 


teguments fhould be ever unhecéflarily deftroyed, nor 
-fhould more of them be taken away than is altogether 
“gequifite : for the fmaller the ‘cicatrix that remains 
after the part is cured, the lefs will be the confequent 


frritation ; and perhaps from this citcumftance, too, 






the chance of the difeale cobbhlseag iuey be in fome 
“meafure: leffened: 


At leaft, in the iadichaaty of this place, much greater : 
h piacwete has of late attended the extirpation of cancers | 


ous lips, than was ever formerly experienced ; and 


the only evident reafon for it is, that during that pe-- 


- riod, in the greateft number of cafes, the operation 
has been performed in the manner comimonly practifed 
for the cure of the hare-lip. Whereby not only a 


very narrow cicatrix is left, but the deformity attend- 


ing it is very inconfiderable : and another Very agree- 
ble circumftance to the patient, is, that hé can always 
retain his fpittle; or any other liquid, juft as well as 
before the operation; which never ‘can be the cafe 


‘when any. confiderable portion of the under =P has : 


been extirpated in the ordinary manner. 


-It'is proper in this place to obferve, too, that very. 


preliidiitoge cancers in thefe parts admit of being treated 
in‘this manner ; for the lip being compofed of parts 
. which yield very confiderably, it cannot; but from ex- 
\ perience, be imagined, how far they may be brought 


to ftretch. In fome inttances, where. ae than the — 
_ half of the under lip was taken away; | I have brought- 
"the remaining parts to firetch fo far, as to admit of a 


cure being effe@ed in the hare lip form, and with very 
“ittle deformity being produced. And, in the fame 
- manner, in cancers of the mamma, when the external 


ponent are not wholly. er fo much of them. 


: M. . mays 


é 
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may, in general, be preferved, as will be fafficient for - 
covering a great part of the wound occafioned by the 
operation ; a circumftance which always renders the 
cure both-more quick and more certain than it other-. 
wife would be. ~ tei ae. Ss de ae 
When tHe fkin and. teguments which have been” 
preferved, can be retained in their fitnation by the — 
proper application either of the uniting bandage; or of © 
pieces of adhefive platter, it ought always to be done 
but in general it anfwers better to fecure any loofe | 
portions of the parts which have been divided, by 
means either of the interrupted or twifted futures: © 
. The difference of pain produced by this method is in= 
confiderable ; and we are always more certain of fe- . 
curing the fkin by ligatures, than by any other means. _ 
- Inthe ordinary method of extirpating cancerous — 
breafts, a very extenfive fore is always left: by the — 
retraction of the divided fkin it frequently appears. to 
be at leaft twice the fize-of the diameter of the tumor _ 
newly removed; by this means.a very copious fup- — 
puration takes place, which in weakly: conftitutions 
proves always very prejudicial ; a cure is tedious in 
-accomplifhing ; and the cicatrix which remains being 
of a confiderable extent, the parts are afterwards very — 
- lable toinjuries. Inftead of this, no more fkin fhould 
be removed than is really difeafed; and if a fimple 
incifion be afterwards made through the fkin and-cel- 
lular fubftance along the courfe of the fwelling, allthe | 
found teguments which cover it may thus be feparate _ 
ed from it; and on the tumor being extirpated, and — 
the teguments being again replaced, they may be res — 
tained in their fituation in the manner we have men- — 
tioned, either by ligatures, by the uniting bandage, _ 
er by the afliftance of adhefive plafters. In this ~ 
manner I have on different occafions accomplifhed — 
the cure of fores remaining after the extirpation — 
of cancerous breafts, in the {pace of three weeks or © 
amorth; which in the ufual method of. SE Bs j 
| : : : ee ala! i 





this operation, would not have healed in Iefs than — 


eight or ten weeks. Et rie Lek Cama 

"3, After all the cancerous parts have been remov- 
ed, if thé fore cannot be entirely covered by fuch por- 
tions of the fkin as have been faved, and if any con- 
fiderable quantity of blood is difcharged by the {mall- 
er veffels, the remaining wound fhould be dreffed in 
the ufual manner with dry lint; but when this does 
not happen, no dreffing anfwers fo well as pledgits of 
cne ot other of the mild ointments we have already 
recommended: and when the dreflings can be eafily 
removed, by a free fuppuration coming on, the fore 


being now ina {tate exaétly fimilar to a fimple ulcer’ 


from any other caufe, is to be treated accordingly, 
and a cure to be promoted as quickly as poflible. 
4. But fome little time before the fore heals up, an 


iffue fhould be introduced, fo as that it may come to — 
Ngee ee Pg SUL Me Cay Ta TON Ug Pe CE BOLL! wis lege Leg ep 55 iis faye fe igs yy aa Bil 
difcharge freely before the. cicatrix is quite. formed. 


This, when the complaint has been of long ftanding, 
is particularly requifite; as alfo, when it feems to have 
been occafioned by any particular determination, in 


confequence of a redundancy of fluids in the fyftem, 
cither from fuppreffed menfes, or from any other | 
caufe, And in this way I have rio doubt but an iffue’ 
may be, and frequently has been, a means of prevent- 


OE ere ea Ie ea Me Sade Wa RE ar nearer tae beat yee: 
ing the return of cancers after extirpation. 


Tt has been fometimes advifed, as the beft method 
of forming fuch a drain, to keep the part open from 

Whencd a cancerous tumor has been extirpated, 1 
fhould ftrongly fufpet, however, that the irritation 
produced by an iflue, directly upon the old feat of a 

tancer, might fometimes do mifchicf: and as all the 
advantages attending the practice are probably to be 


obtained from an iffue on whatever part it is fituated, 


I would therefore always advife, that the fore itfelr 

fhould be immediately healed up; and that an iffue® 

fhould be introduced, in the manner we have men- 

tioned, in fome other convenient fituation. After 
| : M 2. ey ae cancers 
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cancers of the breaft, it has been a frequent pradtice 
in the Royal Infirmary here, to puta feton into the 
fide, near to the original feat of the diforder ; and as 
it has been thought to produce confiderable advan- 
tages, and as the fide is perhaps as convenient a fitu< 
ation for a drain as any other, it vg therefore be. 
always preferred. 

Thefe are the different circumftances, § in general, to 
Be attended to in the extirpation of cancers ; and as, 
from what has already been faid, the removal of the 
 difeafed parts feems to be the only effectual remedy in, 
every cafe of cancer, there are very few cireumftances 
only, which fhould ever. prevent its. being put in prac- 
tice. And thefe, in general, are; 
 . When, by a long continuance of the diforder, 
cancerous ulcers, and fcirrhous glands, have appear- 
ed in feveral different parts of the body, the removal 
ef one, or even all of thefe, as it would not probably 
_ prove effe€tual, fo, in fuch circumftances, the opera- 
| Gol it is prefumed, ought not to be recommended. 

. When a cancerous tumor adheres fo firmly. to 
the ‘parts beneath, that the whole of it cannot be re- 
moved, whilftat the fame time it might be dangerous _ 
to extirpate along with it thofe parts with which it is | 
conneéted, extirpation can ‘never be advifable. Thus — 
cancers adhering to the trachea afteria, or to the coats. 
of a large.artery, can never, without the greateft tik, 
be extirpated. — 

One inftance of the rafhnefs of a fieeens in ate 
tempting an operation in’ fuch circumftances, and 
which was attended with effects which proved imme- 
diately fatal, came within my own knowledge. In an 
attempt to cut out a large fcirrhous tumor feated upon, , 
and lying immediately contiguous to, the femoral ar-— 
tery, and fo high in the thigh that a tourniquet could. 

- not be applied, the artery was unfortunately opened, - 
| and the Benen acd among the ae EERO s i mi, 
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But the attachment ae cancerous tumors to che cir. 
cumjacent mufcles or ‘tendons, fhould never entirely 
prevent their extirpation ; for confiderable portions of 
‘thefe, it is well known, may, without. much 1 Inconve- 
nience, be taken away along with them. I have, on 
many occafions, been reduced to the neceflity of tak- 
ing away large portions of the pectoral mufcle along 
with cancerous tumors of the ra te ‘without owe! 
inconvenience enfuing from it. 

‘There is a paper upon cancers by thi celui 
Monfieur le Cat, of Rouen, inferted in the firft volume 
of Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery at Paris; in 
which the author is clearly of opinion, that extirpa~ 
tion is the only remedy to be depended on, and advifes 
it in the moft defperate cafes. But on the fubject of 
which we are now treating, he goes a much. greater 
Jength than I could from experience venture to do: 
although, independently of the authority of fuch a 
tefpectable author, and of the inftances he mentions of 
the fuccefs of his practice; I think there cannot be the 
leaft doubt of its being better to follow his advice, than 
to allow a patient, labouring under a -cancer, to re- 
main with the certain profpect of fuffering a miferable 
death, and without making trial of the only remedy 
which art can afford, For, however fixed a cancer. 
ous tumor may appear, if the parts to which it adheres 
ean without much danger be removed, and if the cafe 
is otherwife favourable, the gaia ought undoubt. 
edly to be always advifed.* . 7 
_» This was my opinion feveral years ago, when thd 
firit edition of this work was publifhed: Since that 
period, I have met with many inftances of very bad 
eancers, particularly of the mamma; in fome of 
‘which, attachments occurred to the perioftium of the. 
ac “f andj in others, the difeafe was found to extend 


“ah to 
oat af this fabio M. Te Cat savelies himfelf thus: “ baadheraciet 
‘dun cancer aux miufcles pecteraux, aux cotes meme, ne fera pas un excule. 
valable, fi ces miufeles i ces attaches de la tumeur aux cotes peuvent etre 
-gmportes, de fagon qu il ne refte, que de fain au-dela.”” Loco ¢itato, 





"182. Obfervations on the Puri 


to the correfponding clavicle, and ‘frequently | by a. 


chain of indurated glands to the very bottom of the 
arm-pit. Very. few cafes, however, have occurred, in 
which, by cautious difleCion, the difeafed parts were 


not totally ‘extirpated ; and in every inftance where . 


this was found to be praclicable, : much advantage was 


evidently derived from it: In moft of themyno return 


of the difeafe has been as yet experienced ; ; and, even 


in thofe which have relapfed, -much relief has. been 


derived from the operation, by the pain and mifery of 
the patient having been for fome time removed by it; 


whilft in no inftance were the fymptoms which enfued - 
from a return of the difeafe more fevere, than thofe 


to which the patient had been liable before any. oper 
tion was advifed. 


But, an operation can never be advifable,. where 
the difeafed parts are fo fituated ‘as to prevent their be- 


ing totally extirpated ; as is the cafe in cancers of the 


‘uterus, of the liver, rectum, &e.. 


When, from the exiftence of one or all of thefe 


-caufes, a cancer cannot with propriety be extirpated, 

the next confideration is, to palliate the, different — 

 fymptoms, fo that the difeafe may be rendered as folky. 
| erable to the patient as pofible. 


_ As, for this purpofe, the great object t to be. kepkd m 


view, is the abatement or prevention of pain, nothing: 
fhould be either exhibited internally, or applied outs. 
wardly, that can have. the leaft effect in raifing irrita. 


tion or inflammation. So that, for diet, the’ lighteft 
vegetables and milk fhould be preferred to every thing 


elie; no animal food fhould be allowed, nor fpirits, | 
wine, or any fermented liquors; all violent exercife, | 


and whatever, in fhort, can heat, or, as it is  sgmieass 
inflame the blood, fhould be carefully avoided. , 


The fetor attending cancerous ulcers being come. . 
monly very difagreeable, and the matter afforded by © 
them being ufually very thin and acrid, it becomes ‘a 
always a confideration of importance to have thefe cir= 


cumitances 
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‘ture peiabedag a this view, pocatiety frequently 
proves ferviceable, ’ ‘both as an internal medicine, and 
-asvan external application: For internal ule, there 
-are two'preparations of the remedy commonly uled; 
the powder, andthe extra: But as the former, when 
properly prepared, feems to poffefs all. the virtues of 
the. latter, and as it is not liable to fo many accidents — 
in the preparation, it fhould for that reafon be in gen- 
eral preferred,» ‘Vhe extent of the dofe; and number 
Of repetitions, can never-be determined but by trial ; 
ome patients being able to bear three times the quan- 
tity that others can admit of ; .fo that thefe circum- 
ftances muit always be regulated by the ftrength of the 
patient, and by the ftate of the ftomach at the time. _ 
, When recent hemlock can be procured; a quantity. 
of the juice being mixed with the common emollient 
poultice, makes a very convenient and effectual appli- 
‘cation for cancerous fores; and in the.winter feafon, 
when the juice cannot be obtained, the dry powder » 
‘madé into a poultice in she fame sranieer, anfwers the 
purpofe tolerably well. a 
The external ufe: of cicuta ‘proves gener ally more 
expeditious thar its internal’ exhibition, in procuring | 
adifcharge of good matter; and;in this refpedt, it 
commonly proves more effeftual too, even than the- 
‘carrot poultice, fo much. recommended for this pur- 
pole in different kinds of fores, _ 
_» good difcharge being once obtained) ‘the common 
unguentum cereum is:the mildeft and moft fimple ap- 
plication that can be ufed; and the parts fhould be 
aed: with it more or lefs frequently, as the dif. 
1arge is more or lefs copious: But the feveral dref- 
Soene fhould be performed fo quickly as to prevent as 
-mauch as poflible the admiffion of the air; which in 
severy ulcer, but more efpecially in the cancerous, al. 
ways: produces. difagreeable effects, both in caufing i irs 
Htation, and in vitiating the nature of the sigue 
The 
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The violent: fhooting pains which. prove always lanl ) 


tormenting in cancerous cafes, are frequently. moder- 


ated by acontinued ufe of cicuta; but when this effec 
is not obtained from it, it becomes neceflary:to have: — 
recourfe to opiates in large dofes, which ought to be rez. 
peated at fuch intervals as the violence and returns of 
the pain may indicate. ‘Thefe pains, too, are fomasinne - 


relieved by the ufe of warm emollient fomentations.» 


By a proper attention to the different pinion: @ ssbetin 


we have taken notice of, particularly to the prefer- 


vation of a well conditioned difcharge, and by a well, 


timed ule of opiates, very bad cafes of cancer may be 
fometimes fo far palliated, as to render them, in fome. 


meafure, tolerable ; though never ta fuch a degree asta. 


prevent the fafferers from. regretting: daily their not. : 


havingy 4 in due time, had recourfe to extirpation, . 
Various remedies have at different times been pros) 


pofed for the cure of cancers, of which, in the courfe: _ 


of this treatife, we have taken little or no notice. Of 


thefe the cicuta which we have juft now {poken of, dele. 
ladona, and different preparations of arfenic, have. “ 


been moft frequently employed. But although the. 
cicuta, as we have faid above, has, in fome inftances, © 
_ beena means of producing a good difcharge from cans, 
cerous fores, yet neither this nor either of the others) 
have ever, fo far as I know, produced any permanent ’ 
advantages in cafes of real cancer, Wehave heard of — 


arfenic proving ufeful in cancers, not only as an ex 


ternal application, but as an internal. remedy : butal-. 
though I have employed it in a variety of cafes, the — 


refult of thefe trials has never proved in any degree 
adequate to the accounts which have been given of it, 
In a late publication. on cancerous diforders by Mr, 


Juftamond of London, we find an efcharotic applicas. 
tion much recommended. It was long employed in 


Vienna and other parts of Germany; and as Mr. Juf 
tamond, whofe experience in cancerous difeafes hag 


been extenfive, fpeaks favourably of it, it therefore = 


merits 


BecuWill, + Genecrons Uleer. ESS 


merits the attention of practitioners : Although L have 
ufed it, however, i in different cafes, 1 have not as yet 
obferved any real advantages to enfue from it; but 
“as no remedy fhould be haitily Sai which has 
been recommended by an author of reputation, I am 
refolved to give it a fair and impartial trial. This ape 
‘plication is a compofition of ftecl and fal ammoniac 


infufed in {pirit of wine, with a certain proportion of 


oil of tartar and fpirit of vitriol. The edges of can- 
cerous fores, as well as the hard tumors or excreicén- 


ces which frequently occur in ulcers of this kind; are, 
by Mr. Juftamond’s method, kept conftantly moitt 


with this liquid; and during the ule of it, he likewife 
recommends an internal ufe of f{teel and fal ammonise 
in the form of flores martiales. 

In other fpecies of ulcers attended with a  difcharge 
of thin fetid matter, and in which tonic remedies feem 
to be indicated, I have in different inftances ufed the 
flores martiales with advantage; but, as I have al. 
ready obferved, neither this, nor any other medicine, 
“has eyer, in the courfe of my experience, produced 
any. material benefit in cafes of cancer, 

The flores martiales may be given either in the 
form, of pills, or in.powders, It feldom produces 
ficknefs, and may therefore be given in much larger 
dofes than are commonly employed. The firt dofes 
fhould not exceed twelve or fifteen grains; but they 
may be increafed, in a gradual manner; to half a 
drachm or more, to be repeated three, four, or five 


times daily. In every cafe where fteel medicines are 


found to be proper, the flores martiales, by conveying 


the remedy in a very fubtile form, is perhaps prefer. 


able to saat other preparation of igi 
| a Or CTION 


o* Te fuch as have not an opportunity of perufing Mr. Juftamond’s treatife 
upon this fubje&, it may prove acceptable to have the prefcription for the 
liquid which he recommends fo damit as an application in cancers ee af- 
fections. — ‘It is as follows. 

R. Ramentor. ferri lotor. et fupra i i ignem in vate aperto fiecaterom & mine 


 htifime. contuforum, falis armoniaci in Waist amredacti, 44 unc. iv. Mixta 
' dentur. 
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ie Caneral Remarks on Cian Aittons, | 


HERE are few. complaints, which are lefs under 
t ftood by practitioners, than the different difor- 
ders to which the fkin is liable. This, indeed, is’ in 





.fome-meafure the cafe, both with relpect to. fuch as 
are attended with fever, and thofe that are not: it is, 


however, more efpecially fo with the latter, which on- 
ly are ‘to be here taken notice of ; thofe of the exan- 
thematous kind, as they are termed, Galore. more 
properly to the province of medicine, oie aes 


The appearances of fuch complaints are fission, 
| and the defcriptions given of them by different au- 


thors are fo confufed and intricate, that it is fearcely 


pole, of om the feveral nines on Hae fubjed, to 


haa HB Gt 


pe in sete tit t terream optime in ‘fonda et circumferentia lege z artis its 
utam, imponatur hee capelle, admoveatur vas vitreum recipiens, quod beng 
lutetur: detur i ignis in gradu digeftionis ; & dum réetorta calefierii incipit, au- 
featur fucceflive ad fublimationis, finitaque fublimatione ad calcinationis, 


date ‘Hoc facto fuccefive refrigeratione committatur retorta, et ex re- 


rigerata fractaque accipiatur calcinatum in fundo herens, Feet oa aaa 
teratur, et fubigatur minutiflime in mortario lapideo 5 dein fuba cum i 
natur in vas vitreum, et affundantur fpiritus vini re@tifjcatifiimi E 





. maticum odorem non redolentis Ib. ij. “Agitentur > fepius primis ens ‘horis < < 


poft viginti quetuor horas agitatis denuo inftilletur. tribus quatuorve inter- 
ftitiis obfervatis, acerrimi, ut vulgo vocatur, olei vitrioli nigri_ unc cdl 

quamvis inftillatione: femper thixta a epee deinde in quiete permittan- 
tur per viginti quatuor horas, his clap! 


extractio de novo relinquatur per viginti quatuor horas; his tranfactis’in- 


Rilletur iterum, ut prius, olei vitrioli fupradiGi une. i, Effervefcentia finita, 


vero infundantur f{piritus:tartari fimplicis unc. iv. “Agitentur, ct finita agita- 


decantetur tinctura, refiduo vero.in 
fundo affundantur prioris fpiritus vini Ib. i ie Agitentur iterum pluties, dein. 


rm 
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tione. aliquoties repetita relinquantur in vafe per viginti quatuor horas; hia 


elapfis fecunda hee folutio mifceatur priori decantate et optime fimul agi-« 
tcntur, tunc parata eft ad ufum PaNackA NOSTRA ANTI-CANCROSA. 

. This’ was originally publithed by Dr, Francis Xaverius de Mare, in a trea 
tife which he publifhed fome years ago at Vienna. He had long kept this 
liquid a fecret, but dt lat rat it public in the year 1767, 
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colleé& any thing fatisfagtory. By different writers, 
different names have been given to the fame appear- 
ances; many complaints of this kind are enumerated 

_ by old writers, which are now never to be met with ; 
_and difeafes of a fimilar nature, though fill, in fome Me 
refpedts, different, have been regularly deferibed by 
modern authors, which do not appear, in ancient — 
times, to have been at all known. It is much to be 
-wifhed, therefore, that, by fome able practitioner, a 
“thorough inyeltigation Of the -fubject was attempted, 
as there does not appear to be any part of medicine 
more defeétive than that which relates:to the Pet 
and theory, as well as to the treatment, of cutaneous ~ 
diforders. 

To give a sactteilie detail of all the varieties sf 
one, complaints, would of itfelf require a pretty ex- — 
tenfive volume, and it would alfo be entirely foreign - 
to our purpole ;. all that is here propofed, being to 
give a few general obfervations upon fuch eruptions 
of this kind, as, when negleéted or improperly treated, © 
tie apt to give rile to troublefome ulcers. 

. A great many complaints of the eruptive kind, } have, 
by different authors, been defcribed°under the term 
Herpes, from their being very .apt to fpread, or to 
creep, as it were, from one part to another; and by 
this appellation have been diftinguifhed by! late: writers, 
‘feveral diforders which, though 1 not entirely the fame, | 
yet bear a confiderable refemblance to the lepra of the 
Greeks, and to the feveral fpecies of impetigo enume- 
rated by Célfus. As noné af thefe, however, are now _ 
in their true form ever to be met with, at leaft in thefe 
climates, it is not here neceflary to enter into a partic. - 
ular enumeration of them; and this more efpecially, 

$ very minute delcriptions of them can be’ found in 
‘many ‘of the old writers, and nothing new, it is proba: ) 
Be; ‘can now be ofered on the fabiegt, et 
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4 2. Of the diffrent Spee ip Boban. 


There have. commonly been comprehended, it_was 
remarked, under the term Herpes, a variety of erup- 
tive diforders: but. many of the diftinétions in. thefe 
are taken from very trivial circumftances, and {uch : 


do not in any refpec influence the treatment ; and ot | 


examination it will be found, that all the varieties ‘of 
importance may be comprehended i in the four follow- 


ing {pecies, viz. the Herpes Farinofus, Puttulofus, 


 Miliaris, and Exedens. > rhs isle OES a 


The firft fF thefe, viz. the Herpes ranoha or. 


what may be termed the dry Tetter, is the moft fim- 
' ple, both in its nature and treatment, of all the fever- 
al fpecies. ‘It appears. ‘indifcriminately. in different 
parts of the body; but moft commonly on the face, 
. neck, arms, and writs, in pretty broad {pots of ex- 
| ceeding fmall red pimples. Thefe are generally very 
itchy, though not otherwife troublefome: and after 
continuing a certain time, they at laft fall off in the 
form of a white powder fimilar to fine bran, leaving 
the fkin below perfectly found ; and again returning 


in the form ofa red efllorefcence, gies fall off and are 


renewed as before. ua 
The fecond {pecies of the difordbes viz. . the He pes 
Puftulofus, appears in the form of puttules, — whic 








. originally are feparate and diftin@, but which a 
wards run together in clufters. i “At firft they rie 
contain nothing but a thin watery ferum. , which aft 
wards turns yellow ; cand, exfuding | over the who oe 
furface of the part affected, it at Taft dries. into a a ‘thick 


cruft or feab: When this falls off, the tkin be below fre. a 
quently appears entire, with only a ‘flight. aeutes ¢ of | 
oe 


rednefs on its furface ; but, on fome occafio 

the matter has probably ‘been mote acrid, pon the 

{cab falling off, the fkin is found flightly excoriated, 

si 0 of this kind apy moft ESRONNS Oo the. 
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face, behind the ears, and on other parts of the head 5 
- and they occur moft commonly in children. | 


The third fpecies of Herpes; viz. the Miliaris, 


breaks « out. indifcriminately over the wliole body ; but 
more frequently. about the loins, breatt, perinzum, 
ferotum, and inguina, than in other parts. It genes 


rally ; appears in clufters, though fometimes in diftiné 


‘tings or circles, of very minute pimples, which, from 
their refemblance to the millet feed, has given rife to 
the denomination of the fpecies. The pimples are at 
_firft, though {mall, perfectly feparate ;» and contain 
“nothing but a clear ‘lymph, which, in the courfe of the 
_ difedfe, is excreted upon the furface, and there forms 
into {mall diftin@ {eales: thefe at ‘Taft fall off, and 


leave a confiderable degree: of | inflammation below, | 
that ftill continues to exfude frefh matter, which like... 


wife forms into cakes, and fo falls off as before. 


The itching i in this fpecies of the complaint is al. 


‘ways very troublefome ; and the matter difcharged 
from the pimples is fo tough and vifcid, that every 


thing applied to the part adheres in fuch a manner, as 


to occafion a great deal. of trouble and uneafinels on 
its being removed. 


The different {pecies ay herpes are commonly, in 


_ England, diftinguifhed by the names of ‘Letter, Shin- 
. gles, and. Ringworm, but the laft is ‘mot frequently 
eacgee to the variety of the diforder which we are 
now confidering. 

The Herpes cede fo alied: Eos its aria 


_ or corroding.the parts which it attacks, appears com- — 


» monly at firft in the form of feveral {mall painful ul- 
$ cerations, all collected into larger fpots of different 
- fizes and of various figures, with always more or lefs 
nigh an eryfipelatous-like inflammation. Thefe ulcera. 
tions difcharge large quantities of a thin , fharp, ferous 
“matter ; which fometimes forms into. {mall crufts 
that in a fhort time fail off; but moft frequently the 
_ difcharge i is fo thin and acrid, as to {pread along the 
. REMRPUL DE 
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neighbouring parts, ieencit it t foon produces thé fatne | 
kind of fordse: <1.) | 
- . Though thefe excoriations or ulcers do not; in gen: 

. eral, proceed farther than the cutis vera; yet fome-_ 
times the difcharge is fo very penetrating ‘and corro- — 
five, as to deftroy the tkin, cellular fubftance, and, on. 
fome occafions, even the mufcles themfelves. Pe is 
~ this {pecies of the diforder which fhould properly be 
termed the: Depafcent or Phagedenic ulcer, from the 
great deftruGtiom of parts which it vety frequently oc! 
cafions : but, by a piece of very great impropriety, 
ulcers of the herpetic kind have mot commonly been - 
fuppofed to be connected with feurvy;. and’ have, 
therefore; by ‘practitioners: in general, been. ufually 
diftinguithed by the appellation of Scorbutie. Where; _ 
as, theré is nothing more certain, than that herpes is : 
a complaint which is generally, if not always, conne@t- _ 
ed with that ftate of the fyitem, probably the moft op- 
pofite of any to that which takes place in true {curvy ; - 
I mean the plethoric and inflammatory ;. whilft in fours. 
vy a high degree of putrefcency is well known to cons 
ftitute the very exiftence of the difeafe: | 

And befides, the real {corbutic ulcer, theveateer to 
be deferibed, éxhibits appearances perfeétly « different | 
from the diforder now under confideration. 3 in fomach 
that there is fearcely.a poflibility of miftaking the one» 

_ for the other; and the remedies neceflary in the ces? 

difeafes are jut as oppofite as their paisbike rior 8 Bi 
and appearances are different. 
This fpecies of herpes appears, at times, ‘in’ evety 
part of the body, but moft frequently about t ne loins, 
where it often {preads to fuch a degree as to furround — 

the whole circumference of the waift. ‘Tt feems'to be — 

eafily communicated by. contagion, that is, by the ap- — 
plication of the virus either through the intervention — 
of clothes, {poons, or other table utenfils. This is 
‘indeed the cafe, in fome degree, with every {pecies of 
i ; I niaee known inftances even of the firft or. 

a that 











Sect. IX. Cutaneous Tleer's | igt 


dry fpecies of the diforder proving i which would 
hot a chek be fo ey fufpected. _ 


é: 3. Of i the Cure of the Cutaneous Uiedr. 


It was already remarked, that, in the defcriptions 
given of thefe diforders, there is very. little accuracy. 
to be met with amongft authors. ‘he fame confufion 
and uncertainty likewife occur in the method of cure. 
It was always, till lately, believed, that eruptive 
difeafes of this nature could never appear but in con- 
fequence of fome general morbid affection of the fy 
tem; and accordingly, a great variety of internal rem 
edies. have been recommended by almoft every au- 
thor who has written upon the fubje&t. It has even’ 
been commonly confidered as an unfafe and danger- 
ous practice to attempt the cure of fuch eruptions in 
any other way than by correcting, the original difor- 
der of the fluids, which at firft was fuppoled to have : 
produced them. >: 

It is fomewhat. fingular, however, that the opinion © 
fhould have remained {0 long uncontroverted by fees 
ular practitioners ; as,from the writings of many oldau- 
thors, it appears that complaints of this kind were con- 
ftantly and eafily cured, as they {till are by every itin- 
rant practitioner, with local external applications only. 

. This, we fhould imagine, ought very foon to have 
qverturned the general notion which prevailed with 
refpedt to the nature of thefe diforders, and which ‘ 
feemed all along to have no other foundation than an- 
tiquity for its fupport. Modern practitioners, how- 
ever, not being fhackled by fuch authority, have, in 
many . inftances, ventured to difpute,. and boldly to 
deviate from, the opinions of their predeceffors ; and 
‘the improvements which have univerfally refulted 
from fuch a free fpivit of inquiry, have never yet giv- 
en them reafon to repent their having done fo. | 

This, i in no inftance, has been more remarkable, nor 
attended with better. ahr than in the treatment of 

wii htcks hey 
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¢utaneous diforders, which, from having been very 
perplexed and intricate, will foon, it is hoped, become 
a very fimple and ealy. part of the Sberemeniid $ em- 
ployment. é 

Inftead of the tedious ani debilitating: courfes of 
medicines which patients went through formerly, and 
which, perhaps, they are ftill too frequently obliged to. 
undergo, it is now found, that the greateft number of 
_ thefe complaints are more certainly and fpeedily re- 
moved by the ufe of local remedies merely, than they: 
ever are by acontrary courfe.. This, probably, is one 
reafon, signee others, why all complaints of this na- 
ture are claffed among local diforders, in the Genera: . 
“Morborum of our juftly celebrated profeflor, Dr. 
Cutten: and which, without any other fandion, 
sould ‘of ittelf be fufficient® authority for their ping 
here inferted among fuch affeCtions.* 

‘That internal remedies may foie euiinil bas sk ifs) 
and even neceflary, in many inftances of cutaneous: 
eruptions, will not, probably, ever be doubted; but 
that they ever prove ferviceable in the way: cominon- 
ly imagined, namely, by correcting particular kinds of . 
acrimony fuppofed to exift in the mafs of fluids, does 
not appéar in the leaft probable: Nor do the good ef. - 
_ feéts which are fometimes produced by internal med- 
icines render it lefs certain that cutaneous affedtions ' 
are in general only local diforders. ah 
‘Thus, in many difeafes.of the fkin, snetnieiale are 
frequently exhibited with confiderable advantage. 
Bat the principal advantages. attending them feem to 
depend entirely upon their producing a determina- 
tion to the fin, and’ keeping up a free difcharge of 
the matter of perfpiration ; which frequently, from. 
_want of cleanlinefs, and fometimes from other. caufes, 
being long retained on the furface of the body, and 
there turning acrid, may, gb it is roles avec 

to 


* The chiinadicy given by Dr, Callen of the clafs Tokalanns is}. Partis, nom, 
totius corporis, affectio.” ‘Vid. Synop. Nofulog. Method. Ediaburgi.- | 
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‘ iol vatepin ts in St or a free perfpiration. — ay 


By thofe who maintain, that an acrimony of ile | 


fluids is ‘the mo{ft common caufe of fuch diforders; it is 
-fuppofed, that the beneficial ¢ 





effects of antimonials and 
“other diaphoretic medicines depend entirely on their 
evacuating or carrying off the morbid matter, with 
which the: soni bi in thefe ” —— are ee ai to 
abound: © (shag: sal fe wet 
Many arguments, oweveip occur Sxaian tha: prob: 
ability of this opinion; and in particular the diffi- 
culty, or rather: impoflibility, of fhowing how thefe 
‘morbid matters, fuppofing that they really exifted, 
‘fhould be more readily evacuated by fudorifics, than 
the other parts of the blood with which they muft in 
the courfe of the circulation be intimately mixed ?.but 
what puts it: beyond a doubt that all fuch medicines 
att entirely in confequence of their preferving a free 
| perfpiration, and not by evacuating any fluids partic- 


ularly morbid, is, that the very fame advantages, in 


all fuch complaints, are frequently to’ be obtained, 
“merely by the ufe of repeated warmi bathing; with a 
due attention in other refpeéts to cleanlinefs; 

From this view, of the theory of fuck coniplairits, 


4 


many circumftances with refpe& to theni ean be much | 


‘more clearly accounted for, than oti any other fuppofi- 
tion. Of thefe, however, we cannot here enter into 2 
full confideration ; and fhall only obfetve, that by it 
“may be intaniad: the réafon why fuch eruptions ap. 
‘pear very frequently in a partial way only, which they 
often do, by breaki 







-“feéting any other part of the furface. This we cannot 


- fuppole would frequently happen, if thefe diforders al. 


ways) proceeded from a general affection of the fyf. 

tem; but it may very readily occur from a local {top- 

page of i occafioned visi the application of 
N fuch 


ng out in a fingle fpot, without af- 


25 RR, 



















ey ‘ 444-9 C 7 sagt b: P i Ft 2! ip Rae 4 F " tet 
ger the Steptnapion ever y & B : ger or this <ind, 
it LEAN peti: ance to be attended to, 





2s polibles for fe cohed “po fe nog ‘maugh 


importance as the frequent ufe of warm bathing, to- 
gether with gentle, frictions with clean linen cloths ; 
which, in the dry. {pecies of the sarap ty may be ap- 
plied over even the difeafed parts; but in the others, 
{pecially + where. confiderable_ulceratio epee org the © 
_ friGions can be. applied to fuch baie of the body onl 
'  .as,are not, at the time, affetted. When due afte ation 
is paid to, this article of clez alinels , fe 5 85 or by. Di 
appalics are ever ne eflary in, the flighte: 
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in the m ilder pence ; ‘this Lind 


i spe ve tojbe invereratey.) have spi 





lin ater; have proved bre! scbvedictedss Abicut 
ten “grains of the former, to a pound ‘of ‘the latter, 
makes, for all iach: affedio Is, a very ealy and effica. 
tious wath. eres e LL tobe OY bebe ane oe Sit ont 
Sibedb Bons a re different kinds of boles, and of © 
‘the afttingent earths, are fometimes, too, ufed with adz 
vantage in flight cafes of. this kind; but in general, 
the. preparations of lead,as we have" direéted above, 
avith the watery {olution of corrofive fublimate; prove 
-a great deal more effectual ; and do indeed, ina great 
-meafure, render every other application unneceflary. 
Ointments prepared with faccharum faturni, and 
éortolive fublimate, have frequently tod, in thefe dif- 
orders; been ufed with advantage: but’ as, in fuch 
” forms, ‘they mut neceflarily be combined with un@u: . 
- ous fubftances, they cannot of courfe prove fo cleanly 
as” the ‘watery folutions. of the remedies; andas they 
do, not in that way prove in any refpe@ more: effica- 
dows, they ought never therefore to be preferred. °~ 
| » By proper’ attention to the different circumftances 
weh 1ave mentioned, many of the milder complaints of 
the herpetic kind are often removed: but when the 
;  diforder is of a more inveterate nature; owhen it is 
dong vena 5 and efpecially when it is accuftomed 
todifcharge large quantities of matter, as in the her- 
“pes exedens frequently happens, » 
: Bris ptnne h Hike Daal Ne HEP OTS be ik 
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and it ratte wife of ufe asa gentle laxative.” “Decoes 
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: heise wisheerieetie and of mezerecon, » both feparately — 
mi vibe taney ie differe: ent forms, been. recom 
ndec fame purpofe. Although itor 
a i ued aevaned inavariety of cafes, I can- 
not fay they ever feemed to be attended with any fupe- * 
rior advantages to thofe which are produced by the de- 
codum lignorum -of the thops; which, when properly 
exhibited, proves always ; a powerful diaphoretic.. And 
we have it always in ‘our power to increafe the dia-. 
phoretic powers of this remedy by adding to each 
cupful of. the decotion,, niteem! or bile ‘degpasat 
anes of antimony. af $a-de 
» When, in this-manner, two or hese! pounds of the 
remedy. are taken at. proper intervals every twenty-four 
hours, it feldom. fails. to katy up a. very. free ae ealpiney: i 
uon. ay q 
AS @ gentle diaphoretic too, 3 Fann ey kocken : 
crude. antimony prove ufeful, when duly prepared, 
and given. to the quantity of about two drachmsin the © 
day, either, in: powder or in the form.of aneleftuary. 
It commonly anfwers tolerably well by itfelf; but 
when conjoined with a {mall proportion of gum gua- 
lac, it feems not only to:prove more: certainly fudorif- 
_ ic, but more readily goes off by ftool, which in fome _ 
cafes renders sie combination, af air two remedies ot | 
fervice.. sr dene ot Shae els 
‘Tn patients ne pieehonie rabithed in stg cl rgodit: 
of. this nature frequently occur, laxatives prove often. 
ferviceable ; ; but thofe of the cooling kind: only fhould 
be ufed. ‘Sea. water is very: con monly. prefcribed in 
thefe diforders as a purgative, and: it frequently an- 
{wers exceedingly well ; but to many patients it proves 
fo naufeous and. difagreeable, that it cannot be exhib- 
ited in proper quantities. When this is found to be | 
the cafe, cream of tartar, which isa much. hore agree- “a 
uble medicine, may. be. ufed inftead of its. cand as it 
cannot be conveniently given in folution, on account 
wf om Lrg Brepanign sf a ne eaiaty fordifolving : 
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ee pe it an Breed Ke among uh ‘reme- 
dies firlt. preferibed ;- for here, as in the treatment of 


all old ulcers which have ferved as iffues t to the confti- 
tution, the cure of the diforder is rendered more cer- 


fuperfluous fluids ; without which the fores, although 
they may be healed, are very apt foon to. ‘break out 


. agains by 


In diferent eriptions "ot this kind, efpecially i in n shin 


_ herpes exedens, very. confiderable degrees of inflam. 


-mation.often occur; for the removal of which, warm 


poultices. and fomentations are generally employed, 
but feldom or never with any advantage. And in no 
cafe whatever does the fuperiority of faturnine appli- 


cations over the whole tribe of emollients, in inflam- 


matory affeGions, appear more evident than im this. 
For the latter almoft conitantly f¢em to encourage the 


fpreading. of the fecreted: acrid. humour ; ; and thus, 
inftead of removing inflammation, in fuch inftances,. 


they rather tend to promote it: whereas the different, 
faturnine applications appear. not. only, to correé the 


acrimony of fuch humours, but tend greatly to pre- 
vent their {preading fo far as they otherwife would do. 


In all fuperficial ulcerations of. tlie’ herpetic kind, 





the faturnine and. fublimate folutions, as we have als 
ae steak paie pence in B genetah ctr eral 5 but 


"aboule. 
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drachms of axunge, feems to be in 
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bot two drachms of zine in fine powder, to fix 








proportion. It leffens the inflammation which coms 
madly takes place; ard it has often a tonifiderable ef 
fect in altering. the nature of the difcharge 1 from a way 
acrid fanies to a thick purulent matters 9S. 

The common unguentum faturninum is ey tani 
newly prepared, ‘a very proper application for the 
fame putpofe. But it ought never to be made ufe of 
after. being long:kept; for the lead feems thereby not 


only to lofe its activity, which it in fome meafure, in — 
unétuous | preparations, always does; brit that oint- 


ment, probably from its being prepared ee of ax- 
unge, or of wax and oil, without any additidn of the 


-antifeptic gums and refins, is much’ more apt to turn 


= 


tans than, almoit any other ointment in COM 


the: 


ufe. © i} Phy nae hog ee 
In fadh alee too, an ointment se apaadal ‘ith: aks 


_ unge and mercurious precipitatus albus, I have forties : 


times known of ufe; but asit commonly occafions 4 
good deal: of pain « and: [id orcraces it is not mires cafe 
admiffible. 

Bya ane enaifiaanth of: the’ feveral remedies: we 
have pointed out, whilft proper attention is at the fame 


-time-given to cleanlinefs, the moft troublefome: 


| ies 
of herpes willin general be entirely, removed.» But in 





fome inftances, notwithftanding the ule of all the 


_and of every other ordinary remedy, complaints of 
this nature {till continue obftinate'; the ey do not teeth 


td’ yield: in the leatt, ane frequently « even’ ‘turn more 


inveterate, — fa {it to 4 


“Tn fach cat ide: is commonly iseineseliag? 





fufpect that fome other difeafe fubfifts at the aes : 
time ; which, on inquiry, is frequently found to be, 


of the venereal kind, for herpes often appears as & 


fymptomt: of that difeafe. This, however, may com: 


monly be known from the hiftoty of the ‘complaint, 


and: — the fituation of Hie eruptions. Fér 


all 


‘al a proper. 
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are confi ra Susie Mone of ‘tid jets and thinly ¢o co) 5 

ered belies, 4 thofe of the craniiim, fkerhum, and ti 
bia: at leaf, in the be: ginning of the diforder, ‘thefe” 
are the p yarts chi! yr ataceaS ee “chéouch, no ‘doubt, j an 
its mote advanced flages, the whole. murface comes ¢ to 
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be more’ or lefs affected. — an re ‘ 

As foon as ‘the Adnan’ is dif feovered | to be of thre 
venereal kind, its cure muft depend i ina preat neafure 
upon the general treatment neceflaty i in that diforder. a 
fo that, by a proper ufe of mercury, with a ‘continu. 
ance of the different remedies already enum merated for 
3 herpes, all affections of this - nature may in due, time 
be expected to be eradicated. 

On other occafions, again, and when thete | is ‘ho 
caufe for fufpedting a venereal taint, it fometimes hap- 
pens, that even the flighteft fpecies. ‘of tetter refifts all 

the common remedies, both internal and external, and 
perhaps, too, becomes more inveterate. In fuch cales, 
there is frequently conjoined with the diforder which 
"we are now confidering, the common fcabies or itch : 
and when it 1appens to be fo, as I have fometimes 
_ feen, avery difa: sreeable and troublefome difeafe comes 

to be produced ; what may be confidered as a tertinm 
- quid, or a ptodudion | of the two ; which, in its ap. 
pearance, is exceedingly Yoathfome ; ‘Tietle tefs fo, in- 
deed, than the delcriptions that are. given of the lepra 
ie th 2 ancients; and, when it js al lowed to Yemain — 

long, it proves foretimes almoftas inveterate. 

The itch being fuch a well known diforder, its cONe. 
| jun&ion with herpes is ‘commonly very eafily. deteét. 
ed: and when once it is known to take place, the c cure © 
muft confift in the feveral remedies. already recom~ 
mended for herpes, together with fuch as are. more 
particularly actiye in the cure of feabies ; ; and of 
which, though there are many: recommended by au- 

_ thors, yet none ever prove fo certainly efficacious as 
es ics M ee too, does no doubt often cure - 
complaints 


a 4 



















employed ; 


» 


220. _ Obfervations. on the 


Part I» 


complaints of this kind; as it does, indeed, the itch 
in all its tages; yct, as it fails in many inftances, which 


ful phur, when properly. directed, very cae: sia 


the latter fhould i in general be preferred, 

In every eruption of the herpetic lg to hich 
children are liable, fulphur,, in one form or. other, 
proves commonly more effectual than any other rem. 
edy: When in thefe complaints, therefore, the ufual 
remedies are found to fail, fulphur fhould always be 


and, to ‘praGtitioners of experience, it is 


{carcely neceffary t to remark, that the Sulphur Vivum, 
as it is termed, in fine powder, proves. always much 
more effectual than the flowers of fulphur. As this 


remedy evidently lofes much of. its. ftrength | by the 


procels of -fublimation, this. preparation of it, fhould 
never be employed for. any cutaneous, eruption. 


There is a 


fpecies of herpes to which, in fome cons, 


ftitutions, efpecially i in females, the fice IS, particularly 
liable ; and no variety of the diforder proves cither 
more . diftrefling to patients, or more perplexing to 
practitioners. — All the common préparations of “ful. 


phur, as well as different ointments and waihes of the. 


mercurial kind, are commonly employed, here without 


any adyantage ; but the following combination of 
fulphur with faccharum faturni, I have found to fuc-, 
ceed in many | inftances of the molt. obftinate {penis of 
this diforder. side dk Stk cabako ad | 
so Lacy fulphuris ott ps 
“ Bacch. faturni_ : 


4 


Aq. rofarum _ . < 
The eruption to be se sie vith, this, morning and 
evening, care being taken to fhake the vial when 


nfed. 


wae what mannet this remedy aéts, Leno not; Jat | 


\ 
= t 


“5vilj. m. fe 


be have known different inftances of complete cures 
being effected in very obftinate cafes by a frequent 


afe of it, 


a Ll ia 


OK Then, 
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_ When, howeveryi in cafes of this kind, as well as in | 


every fpecies of herpes, it may for fome reafon or oth. 
er be thought proper to make ufe of mercury inftead 
of fulphur, an ointment fimilar to what in the difpen- 
{atories is termed Unguentum Citrinum, has’ on many 
occafions been Fon nas to anfwer exceedingly | pect 
But as this ointment has commonly been ordered with 
too great a proportion of mercury, it frequently acts 
asa cauttic, and occafions a great deal of irritation. 





That effeét, however, is eafily prevented, whilft at the — 


fame time all the advantages of the remedy are pre- 
ferved, by diminifhing the quantity of mercury: Half 
an ounce of mercury ; diffalved in an ounce of ftrong 
fpirit of nitre, and a pound ‘either of axunge or of 
frefh butter, have, upon trial, been found to be very 
good proportions : or, as this ointment is very apt to 
turn too hard, it may at firft be made with a double 
proportion of mercury and fpirit of nitre; and, by 
adding an equal quantity of axunge at the’ time of 
ufing- it, the fame taetigtt of the remedy is preferved, 
whilft at the fame time an ointment is obtained oF a 
‘ better confiltence. } 


This makes a very effe€tual and perfelly erie oint- . 


‘ment for all fuch eruptions as partake either of a ve- 

nereal ' taint, or that are in the leaft conneéted with 
common itch ; and may be ufed for the latter difor- 
der, in preference to all other mercurial applications, 
by thofe who, on account of its offenfive fmell, or for 
other-reafons, do not incline to make ufe of fulphur. 
‘Indeed no preparation of mercury, in the courfe of 
my experience, has ever proved fo ufeful as this oint- 
ment; not oly in cafes of real herpes, but even in 
common itch. It only indeed requires to be more 
- generally known, in order to be very univerfally em- 
“ployed i in every affection of this kind. 

_ By a proper and continued ufe of the feveral rem- 
edies recommended, but above all by a due ttention 
to cleanlinefs, almoft every herpetic complaint’ may at 
laft be removed. After 






ee ae Part 1) 


hla thefe feveral obfervations on fuch diforders, i mm 4 
may not be improper to remark, that there are oe } 
complaints of the eruptive kind, to which children : 
pecially are liable, which may all be reduced:to ob : 
other of the fpecies of herpes we have ‘enumerated, — 
and which of courfe may be all. cured by ve fanie 
genera method of treatments 9s, Sis SYN.) PAA I! 

Thus the timea capitis, and sdetn dibs soe vecrne 
monly: defcribed as.diftin@ and unconnected difeafes 
but both of thefe affeGtions, it is prefumed, mays’ with 
propriety enough, be reduced tothe fame fpecies’of 












herpes ; and they feem evidently, indeed, to t be geek 4 


7 tothe fecond, or what we have termed ' Pulbrlofuey 


they. appear to:be exactly of the fame nature, and'to 


differ only in fituation; the tinea being on sry 
fealp, what the: pematta ates and otherangie eruptions: - 
are upon the face... 9 . > ah Oot HENe : 
» The feveral. means oki sgitreuttesaeecieneeamenities 
herpes i in general, apply, as was obferved, with equal 
‘propriety to any of thefe; but in the tinea capitis a 
peculiarity. occurs from the fituation ofthe” diforder, 
which, in the treatment, it has been frequently found — 
neceflary to attend to. Un this complaint , the hair, 
by occafioning a more confiderable remora of the ex 
faded matter than what occurs invany other fpecies of 
herpes, produces in it a greater degree of acrimony, | 
which. fometimes. gives rife to bulbous fwellings, by 
being. roots of the hair; and hence it has been fuppo- 
fed, that thefe {fwellings, by being perhaps the fir! 
parts affected, tend to produce and to keep up all the 
other fymptoms of the diforder: So that it is:com- 
monly recommended as the firft ftep in'tlte cure of ti- 
nea, to extrac entirely all the’ hairs by the roots, eis 
ther with pitch platters, or with fome other adhefive 
application. - 
This, however, is abv attended: with a great deal 

; of pain ; shit. fometimes produces very. troubi . 
flammations ; maul befides, it is never in any refpee 
neceflaty © 
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fla vin the firtt ft 
very long continued cafes of tmea, thefe tuberofi ies 


he roots of the hair do fometimes become fo-cons 








clean as poflible, the different remedies already cnus 


merated almoft always effg@-a ‘cure, ipsa rai 


recourfe to the extraction Cfithehain 7 40 


~The watery: folution of corrofive | {ablimnate’ sad aie: : 
ready. recominended. as an external application for 


_ different herpetic eruptions; but in no fpecies of the 


diforder does it pr -odticenflich temarkably good effects” 
as in tinea capitis ; ‘infomuch that, aioe in Very in. 
eterate cafes, a cure may eid lly soph ‘obtained & . 





theufe'of this remedy. glories 


/Ifues have already been mentioned ‘as’ being very 


; ‘afeful i ‘in all’ craptive diforders of this kind 5. but in 


thefe complaints, which, in childhood efpecially, are 
fo common, they feém to be ftill more heceffary, and. 
more ufeful, eee in the advanced periods of life ; for, 
as thofe children that are particularly liable to fuch 


eruptions, are commonly-of very grofs full -habits, it 


is {carcely poffible often to obtain, at leaft, latting 
cures, without in the fark, place introducing adequate | 


drains. 


Indeed, iffues alone, with a proper attention to clean. _ 


linefs, will very. frequently, inthe’ ‘firlt*years ‘of child. 


san aflitance of a gre er 










: eat afes care oie ete suai 
ps: doubt, frequently prove fervic sable, by carry 
ing ort oa fuperabundances. of fluids, as the fyfte 

PP ENS to be loaded. with, but never in. fue, an: eafy: 
t du L manner, as is done by iffues, eek et 
° There 








‘ages of 1eeciedeh od for though : 


fiddrable: as to render the cure of fuch affeétions more 
tedious than théy otherwife would be; yet, merely by — 
keeping the hair very fhort; and the parts affected as 


hood, get the better of all fuch. Meaete gc baited | 


yan 
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/ ‘There'has. an objeGtion been commonly made to the 


ufe of iffues in general, that they are very apt to be- ; 


come fo far habitual as to prevent them from 


afterwards healed up, without confiderable rifk. ms his, . 


in children, however, fhould never be any material 
objection to them ; for, about the fifth or fixth year, 


when children are able to take more. regular and | 
fatiguing exercife ; when the fyftem having acquired _ 
f prelerving 


a firmer tone, is rendered more capable o: 
a due balance between the folids. and different 
tained fluids; and when, in fat, the latter are never 
ebferved 'to be fo abundant as in the preceding years 
of childhood ; there is not then the fame neceflity for 
fuch drains, and it might, even in fome inftances, be 
prejudicial to. continue them longer, We do accord- 
ingly obferve, about is pe period of life, that 1 many. of 
the eruptive diforders,. which had. prevailed before, 
now difappear entirely: nature then requiring a 
greater fupply of fluids for all the different fecretions, 
‘throws. off, by their. ‘means, what had formerly bean 
! difcharged by sittencnt Aisles uae the saat 
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ra ig paprisehy be toad x wpon as toni ch ule : oY + 


merely,” thofe of an oppofite nature come next t in 


courfe to be treated of ; and they are, as was for ly 
remarked, to be comprehended in the. pales ten 
t The 





Sed as Venereal Ulcer > ee 


. ‘Phe: general charater of this clafs has been already 


given. It includes,-as was formerly | remarked, all 
tach. ulcers as are eofitiedted: with, or that depend up- 
on, fome general diforder in the fy ftem; and the fev- 
eral {pecies of it are the menereal, the Scorbutic, and 
Scrophulous!: x). ite: 

Having fuaken fo fully npon he different Peach fe 
local ulcers, all that is ne ceflary upon thofe of the fec- 
ond clafs, is to point out, as coneifely and diftin@ly as 
poflible, the different charaGteritties by which they 
‘Inay be diftinguifhed; together with fuch remedies as 

may be peculiar to or proper for each; . referring al- 
_ ways to what may have been remarked i in the preced- 


ing fections, for whatever may, in common, occur bee. 


‘tween me two. fpecies of the different clafles. } 


% 


S§ ds Varieties of the Percreat heer | | 
By Menceal ulcers, in. general, are meant fuch as 


the fyftem. But as chancres, aia mer tae ices | 


of fores which occur in that diforder, may with equal 
propriety be termed Venereal Ulcers, although they 
are not always connected with a general infection, yet, 
im order to prevent any fort of ambiguity, it will be 
proper here to: igi gx oer the CogmnG tation of eee 
alfo. | 

: Vertical sal dches then, may: be divided i into two va 
rieties ; namely, thofe which appear as primary fymp- 


toms of the diféafe, and fuch as tony more propery: be 


contaereil as fymptomatic. * 


‘Of the former kind are tanh as 7 in cdiveublh ant | 


er upon the parts of generation, communicated’ by ve- 
nereal intercourfe ; upon the nipples and breafts of 
women, by. nurfing infefted children; or on the lips 


and parts adjacent, communicated by falutation : for 
all fiich fores, though feated on different parts, are of 


one and the fame nature. Vhofe ulcers, too, may 


fometimes: be. reckoned primary, which rémain after 
fi ‘the: 


: 








yes ora there i is. an} probability that the whole 
vem is affetted. gies ve aqimtoa a4 
Oy Such ulcers, Signi ate confidered as fymptoma tic, 
which arife in ‘confequence nf a general ine ofthe | 
“habit. Ofthis kind are all thofe w facceed Ao . 
buboes and fueh as appear along with 0 

fymptoms* a confiderablé’ time after infeétion 
 moft ordinary fituations for which: are, th re nes 
"ate, nofe, the parts immediately above the bones of 
the cranium, tibia, hunferws; and. bee Raat Beings 
thinly covered with flefhe: © 299. 0 9) Sw Garay - 
Although, in manly cafes, itis not caly to make this 
diftinGion in venereal fores, yet it may frequently | je 
done, and fhould be always. frilly’ attended to: ‘the | 
treatment ‘of the two’ different paren in fome 
refpects exdeedingly differ ie é ai es 
ea dd mene of A 




























relia the ‘appears i o of iferent fores 
felves. es As jar tat gy eh memtat ps ol POPS jap ayee ter i ett 
bi BE ne ofter ad Fe to aleabani pebtiagies ; 
appears upon the part to which the virus wasimm “di 
ately applied, together with fwellings of any of t 
_ glands in the courfe of the lymphatics, we may:b 
rae moft convinced that thefe are only local af c 03 
ought to’ be confidered pyrene 0 ry fy 
toms. — Ulcerations Pret wigan: @ irc beri e iy 













& 


Venereak Ulcers y aay 









mon appearances of venereal fo res - 
atthe ulcers which appear 





‘he: Geecremneniten ier aftection, 1 an general, 


prove moft weg ce 8 at hey are di tinguifhed from 

ilready deferibed: as likewife from: every other 
fpecies cof ulcer. ° va. Byair Faced Gaidiréin the patient. 
aah their fituation.. And,’ 3. By their appearances. 

idWthendveniaa ulcer is fufpected: to'be:of a venereal | 

hid the réal nature of it may frequently be learned 
from the patient. ‘Thus, if a perfon, who has long 
ad other fymptoms of infection in his conttitution, i is 











| attacked with one or: ‘more ulcers, whether in confe- 


quence of external injuries or not, and if they refit the 
common methods of cure, there can be very little 
doubt of their sorbed infeed with the general taint of 
the habit. 

ott fometimes hakuetiad pier that fuch rr ea 


. tion is not to be obtained; for patients infeed with 


diforders of this kind, very often conceal, and, when 
queftioned, even refufe to acknowledge itis my on 





other. occafions, patients cannot even’ themfelves. De 


i bus to obtain our information Brewin the Aituation and 


certain whether they are infeCted or not, having per- 
haps no other fymptoms at the time. than thefe ulcers, 
and which they may not ipeobably have confidered to 
be of the venereal kind. | 

When this happens to be the pelea we cunt cfiinare- | 


appearances of the ulcer itfelf. 20g 

By far the greateft part of pence ee Gain3 an 
old infeGion, appear, as was already remarked, imme - 
diately above the bones, and fuch of thefe efpecially as 





are moft. thinly covered with mufcles. They firft ap- 


pear in the form of a ted, and fomewhat purplifh, ef- 







oe umfcribed, but in general rather 
erably diffufed.. This foon: comes to rife into a 
nk ‘y fm: il puitules, which ooze out a thin | 
fretting ferum. At firft, thefe puftules, when obferved 
through a glafs, a appest perfedly diftinG ; but id ; 


x \ 
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at laft rtin together, and formone large ulcer, ‘wile 
_ edges are commonly ragged and fomewhat callo 1s 
and there is acini at ight red appe 
extends. a confiderable fpace beyond the 
fin that does not feem to be otherwife difeafed. Ried 
Sores of this kind have frequently a very remarka 













“ble appearance, being hollowed as it were ‘into the 


- form of a cup, generally natrow and contraéted at the 
bottom, with the edges extending gradually till they 


earance, which : 
fore; over the — 


i 


reach the outward. cincamnseranine.4 ‘This at leaft is . 


commonly the cafe, except when cafious bones hap- 
pen to lie at the bottom of the fores,; and then they 


are generally filled up with troublefome fungous ex« 
ereicences. . 


-Venereal ulcers are not cénimtouly attended with 


much pain; at leaft, feldom fo much as from their ape 
pearaices might be expected. In fome inftances, 
however, it is otherwife: and the difcharge of all fuch 


fores,. though at firft thir, comes at laft to put on a 


. very particular and charatteriftic appearance, being of 


2 confiftence rather more tough and vifcid than good _ 


pus; witha very loathfome, though not the ordinary 


fetid, putrid fmell ; and a very sr ahi greenith ee 


low colour.” 
Thefe are the molt common appeararices of old vee 


nereal ulcers, and when all or any of them occur upon 


any of the fituations enumerated, we may almoft ab 
ways determine, with anipegay 8 the Maas ia ae to be 
- the fyphilitic Kind. 


‘The diftin@tion we have seco ok venereal ulcers 


into primary and fymptomatic, is in the treatment of. 


the difeafe found: to be a matter of confiderable im. — 


portance; for thofe of the former kind, if sare to_ 


immediately on their firft appearance, and before any 





abforption of matter has taken. place, ‘might undoubt- 
edly be frequently removed without the afliftance 0 


any internal medicine, merely. npcta rete an infip- 


ient chancre into the flate of a fimple . 


a 


* ing 





$08.3 x meee overeat Teer: : is | | Pet 






apa. ce : 
times effected with 





bas 


any other remedy than the internal ufe of | mercury | 5 


‘with this material difference, however, that in incipi- 
ent fores of this ki 
| adminifter a very 
‘in proportion to what is requifite in fuch ulcers as ap- 
peat in confequence of an old general infection. 








‘The diftintion propofed points out likewife another _ 
circamftance of confequence in thé cure. In ulcers’ 
from an old pox, we ought never to make ufe of mer= 
curial and other dreffings with a view to heal and dry 
them up foon ; but fhould rather truft entirely to 
mercury given internally, and in the mean time con- 
tinue to apply fuch remedies only * are aaa a for 





éping the fores clean and eafy. — 


a i hus the hea ing. of the different ‘aldey merely by 






the ufe of internal remedies, affords the beft, and ite’ 
deed the only conviticing proof of the difeafe being | 


eradicated ; and it, proves indeed the fureft index by y 
which a furgeon caii be directed, ag it plainly thews, 


that little more mercury can be neceffary ; ght’ ciréum- | 
ftance, of which a pr aGiition? cannot fbi aan “other ‘ 


winced. 





means be cc 


= 


venereal ulcers we have termed Primary ; 3 wnilft, at 


the fame time, they. have not thought p proper ‘to. 2 pply me 


t practice to’thofe of long ftanding, or that proceed 





men La ger 1eral infection of the fyftem,. ‘But, with bese 


Jictles attention, it muft appear, that direly the re 
| Qi: verle 


+ Sod 


*® Dr. "Mownro’s Prelections. 





7 fufficient | diag ie as we ais no. 

“means of becoming  abfolutely certai; nt whether fome of 

the virus may not have entered the Giikemns the'cure of 
even the flighteft chancre fhould néver be trufted to — 





nd it commonly proves ‘fufficient to” 
-fmall quantity of the remedy only, 


‘With “many pratitioners, it ae ah the common — 
method to treat in this manner chancrés, and all thofe 


210, Ob/ervations. on. the Partie 


nal application. — 


‘ 


This, however 


leaft particle may juft as certainly produce all the 
-fymptoms of the difeafe, as if a much larger quantity 
had been admitted... | nL ries Sate f Sythe oe 
This, in fome refpe&ts, may probably'be the cafe, as. 
the fyphilitic matter is known to be of a very penetrat-.. 
ing and affimilating nature: but there is furely much 
more reafon-to hope, that a very {mall portion of fuch - 
iaatter may be prevented from infe@ting the fyftem, 
either by being ftopped in its courfe ; by occafioning, . 
as it frequently does, obftructions of one or more _ 
glands; or even by being afterwards thrown out at 

fome of the emun¢tories; than-that the danger of a 
general. infeCtion, arifing from a conftant abforption 
and diffufion of the fame fort of matter,’can by any’ 
means be obviated or removed. = ° Se 
a i ty | ca That 





= S- Hc. rte 


| & 





bet. > _ Veneveal Ulcer : tr 


That the opinion we have ventured to give on 1 this 


point, is at leaft very probable, will not readily be 


controverted. Buf itis likewife faid, that the practice. 
of treating chaneres, by the ufe of internal remedies 
only, can never occafion any kind of rifk, as the mer-_ 
cury which is, of ought always in fich cafes to be eX 


hibited, by aéting as a certain antidote to the venereal 
virus, muft foon exert its influence on the fyftem, in 
fuch a manner as to Ps ete the latter from ae 


Eee 


hibited in A conmidleaule ae it Hoes: not prevent 


a new infection from taking place: Of this I have 


known inany inftances ; and it would probably, af ats. 
tended to; be found to occur vety frequently: ok 
But again, although we were even ‘certain; “if Sp 


proper quantity of mercury was prefent 1 in the fluids, 


that no farther infection could take place from the in — 
trodii@tion of a larger portion of venereal matter; yet, 
in cafes of chancre, we can never be fare that the 
mediciné: will fo foon entert the circulation as to pro~ 
duce this prophylactic effet: . For when we confider — 
‘how frequently practitioners are -difappointed i in ats 
tempting to introduce a fufiicient quantity of mercury, 
either from the fault of the preparation, from its run 


ning off by ftool, from its flying too quickly to the 


mouth, or from fome other caufe, no dependence, is 


evident, is to be placed upon this matter. 
Upon the whole, therefore, the cute of chanenee, 


and of all vénereal ulcers of the fame kind, fhould be 


haftened as much as poffible, not only by internal 
medicines, but we external applications likewile. 


tee ha ip LO ie 


\. 
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¢ 2. Of the Cire of ibe Veneréal Uleer. © ‘ . 


The moft effe@ual method. in every cafe of chan- 
cré, as we have already hinted, would. probably be, to: 
touch the. part affected with. ‘fome. ftrong caulftic as.. 
foon. as the difeafe is obferved ;. and, by. thus deftroy-, | 
ing at once all the venereal matter, ‘the fore being now 
nearly i in the ftate of a fimple ulcer from any other. 
caufe, would, with ordinary dreflings, be very. eafily © 

cured. “Pra cHiioners. however, are feldom. called in. 
fo early, and frequently not till the different. ulcera- 
tions are confiderably enlarged, when: the practice. 
could not readily prove effectual, and when it, smight | 


fometimes even be, dangerous to apply, fo extenfively, ° 


to thofe tender parts on which chancres,are-common- — 
ly feated, fuch irritating remedies as any of the more. 
active cauftics, 

What I have generally found to anfwer i in every cafe. 


of ulcerated chancre not attended with, much inflam- 


mation, is, after wiping the fores as free from. matter 
as poffible, to fprinkle them well with mercurius pre- 
cipitatus ruber finely. prepared, and to apply a pledgit. 
of any common ointment over all. ‘This does not. 
commonly occafion much pain. or irritation; and it 
has the effet of producing a kind of flough over the. 
fore; which, in the courfe of a drefling or two, general. . 
- ly comes away, and leaves the ulcer. perfeétly clean... 
Chancres being. reduced to this  ftate,. would proba- 
bly foon heal, although no other dreffing fhould be. 
 ufed than common cerate 5. but, left any venereal mat~., 
ter fhould remain, I have commonly, after removing... 
the dreffings with the precipitate, been in the way of . 
ufing the {trong mercurial ointment of the Edinburgh 
ibe and to drefs with, at till the Ones heal 
he this manner ; all fuch. ulcerations are dn, general. 
ae cured, and with much. gd mercury, given in- 
ig tt c ‘wardly 


% 
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wardly than if allowed for py, casa time to” 
‘remain open, 

By long continuance, however, aad from negleé 
bof proper remedies, even thefe, at firtt, feemingly fim. 
pie fores, come to put on all the appearances of fuch 
ulcers as depend upon a’ ‘general’ infection ;, and as 
they are then really fuch in avery. relpedt, ‘their treat. 


ment mult vary accordingly. 


Ulcers of this kind, , Upon the penis efpecially, when 
of long duration, are very apt to become inflamed; 
and then, by the pain they occafion, they proye fre. 
quently exceedingly troublefome, : “When the inflam- 
mation comes any confiderable length, blocd-letting 


is fometimes requifite; but in general, that fymptom 


is eafily enough kept moderate, merely -by a continu- 

ed and proper ufe of the faturnine poultice. ~ ni 
‘The inflammation being once thoroughly penises. | 

ahe beft application, in all fuch cafes, is fimple ‘wax 

ointment, as we have formerly mentioned, till a pre 

‘er quantity of mercury has been exhibited, and thea 

the fores aes heal pathos : olf farther applica- 


1 POD.» 


“There até’ ree airevent istics in. ie ee Bishan’ 
mercury into the fyftem ; 3; the one by | giving it inter- 
nally by the mouth, and the other by introducing it 
into the body through the abforbents on the tkin’ by 
means of friétion : But, as the laft of thefe methods is 
by much the moft “PoNbLeloWe and inc onvenient, and 
as it does not, upon trial, appear to be attended with: 
any fuperior advantages, the former i is now, T believe, 
phi commonly preferred. — eed 

Various forms of mércury have Bee contrived for 
internal exhibition ; but thofe in which it has under. 
gone no other preparation than fimple triture, fuch as. 
the quickfilver pill of the Peone? Pharmacopeeia, 
are, in general, the beft. They prove commonly 
ynore efieGual, ‘and:aré faldon attended with any of 
the inconveniencies which often occur from the ufe of 
the different mercurial calces, But 
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. But whatever preparation of mercury be employed, 
it fhould always be continued till a forenefs of the 
mouth be induced, that being the only certain indica- 
tion of the medicine having entered the fyftem; and 
it fhould never be carried further than is merely nec- 
eflary to produce a moderate affection of the mouth, 
which is now found from experience to be produdtive 
of all the advantages, and none of the inconveniences 
which commonly attend a confiderable falivation: It 
is not the quantity of falivary matter difcharged that 
has any influence in the cure of venereal complaints, 
but the quantity of active mercury really iatraduced | 
into the courfe of the circulation, | 
/It is not always eafy, however, to prevent mercury. 
from running off too quickly by the mouth, fo as fome- 
times to occafion very troublefome falivations. To 
- guard againft this circumftance by determining the. 
medicine more particularly to the fkin, the warm bath 
has been frequently recommended, both as a necefla- 
ry preparation, and as a remed which ought to be 
ufed along with the mercury, The fame effects, we 
may remark, may in fome' degree be obtained, and 
~ with lefs rifk to the patient from cold, by the ufe of a 
flannel fhirt next the {kin, and by drinking plentifully 
of decoction of farfaparilla or of the woods; care at. _ 
- the fame time being taken to keep the body ina prop 
er temperature, and that it be never expofed to any 
confiderable degree of cold. But whenever the warm 
bath can be conveniently and properly procured, it 
ought to be employed; for it commonly proves an 
ufeful affiftant to a mercurial courfe: By preferving a 
‘foft fkin and a free perfpiration, it prevents the mercu- 
ty from running with too much violence to the mouth ; 
and_ nothing tends fo certainly to revent this medi. 
cine from affecting the bowels vith gripes and othey 
fymptoms of cholic. 
~~" A courfe of this kind being bh Fr a om 
or fhorter period, according to the degree of infeétion | 


‘ and 
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and Gictenie of the fymptoms, a cure of all fuch com- 
plaints.is.at laft very commonly obtained. A 

~ In fome inftances, however, the quickfilver pill 
above recommended, either does not produce all the 
defired effeéts, or even fails altogether. On fuch oc- 
cafions, the corrofive fublimate is frequently found to 
anfwer ; and may be given either in the form of pills, 
or in the fpirituous folution; the former, however, 
never proves fo naufeous as the latter, fo that a larger 
“quantity of the medicine may in that manner be com- 
monly exhibited. ‘The mercurius calcinatus rubet, — 
is often found to anfwer in old venereal fores, when 
the ufual forms of employing mercury have failed. 
in.large dofes of three, four, or five grains, 3 it‘operates 
brifkly both as an emetic and purgative : but {mall 
dofes, efpecially when conjoined with opiates, are fel- 
dom produttive of any inconvenience; and may, in 
general, be continued for a confiderable dength of 
ume, without inducing falivation. 

‘In very obftinate venereal ulcers, it Becomes fome- 
times. neceflary to make trial of all the variety of mer- 
curial preparations; and, on particular occafions, one 
will be found to prove very ferviceable, though none 
of the others may appear to have had any influence. 

The moft certain rule'for determining the quantity 
of the medicine to be exhibited, is, that it fhould be - 
always continued for:fome time after every fymptom 
of the difeafe has difappeared; and that for a longer 
or fhorter period, as the diforder may have been of 
Jong or fhort ftanding, and as the fymptoms may have 
been inveterate or otherwife; but this very material 
circumftance in the cure of every venereal complaint, 

_ muft be ultimately determined by the judgment of the | 

ractitioner inattendance. 5 
Though by fuch a courfe of mercury given inward. 

ly, with the neceffary external treatment formerly 
pointed out, almoft every ulcer of this nature may, as 
was obferved, bein n general removed, | yet in fome tew 
age inflances 
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inflances: iti is otherwife 5, _and the fores, cannot b 
brought to heal, even though’ the mercury be « conti 
ued very long after every other fymptom h 


the quantity of the medicine exhibited, there is every 


reafon to think that the venereal taint in the fee is. 


alto gether eradicated... 


“AS an ulcer, in this fituation, cannot with proprie. $ 


has ‘difap: 
peared, and when, from this circumftance, and ‘he . 





= 


ty be .confidered as a venereal affection, it would be - 


in vain to expecta cure from the ufe of any prepara. 


tion of mercury whatever. Whenever fuch fores, - 


therefore, fhow a greater obftinacy than what from — 


their appearances might be expected, and efpecially 7 


when they do not yield in any degree to mercury, it 


gives.great reafon ‘to fufpec, that fore other difeafe 
may probably have fubfifted in the conftitution togeth- 
er with lues venerea, and that’ both may. have had 


fome fhare in the produétion of the ulcers. 


As foon as the nature of this conjoined | diforder i aa 


difcoyered, proper remedies muft be employed in or- 


der to corned it ; ; and this being accomplifhed, the — 


cure of the fores will, in general, go eafily on. 


On fome occafions; however, venereal ulcers prove 


obftinate when the fy{tem appears to be perfeétly free 


‘from every other diforder. In fuch cafes, when the 


: from oe oe tio} 


fores are feated upon or near to any of the bones, ef. 


pecially »when fungous excrefcences arife, t there will 


commonly be reafon to fufpect, that the cure is. pros, 
tracted by a latent caries ; and if this is found On eX= 
amination to be the cafe, and if the patient is in other 
refpegts healthy, there will feldom be reafon. to doubt, 


but that, by following the diredtions already given re. > 
{pecting ahs treatment of carious bones, and by a con. : 
tinuance of the mercurial courfe, a cure will at laft be 


effected. Bhi OAL Se Oe 1) Sa ae 
In fome dn tances. Ra 8 when chan is no reafon, 







‘their inveteracy ; and aitiongh 
there 


res, to imagine that aca-. 
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»pearance either of fcrophula, fourvy,. or 
difeafe of the conftitution ; yet flill they 
2 ut fhowing any difpofition to heal, and 
perhaps: ecome wortle. 

In fuch cafes, when the fyftem is sud reduced by 
long confinement and a tedious courfe of mercury, 
which frequently indeed happens when a violent fali- 
vation has been long kept up, the beft and moft effed- 

ual remedy, in. general, is a light nourifhing diet, with 
the: affiftance of frefh air and moderate exercile ; 
which, by invigorating the conftitution, tend more cer- 
tainly to promote a cure than all. the medicines a and 
applications commonly employed. 

‘In all fuch circumftances, indeed, the. het of. oe 

change of this nature are often furprifing ; for the 
moft obftinate ulcers, which have refifted every ufual 
, remedy, T have in yarious inilances feen entirely cur- 
ed, merely by fuch means as we have now mentioned. 
In ‘this fituation of thefe fores, too, the Peruvian bark, 
when taken in proper quantities, drequently dessa 
very ferviceable, 

With refpect to the etecal treatment of old old | 
of this kind, as the floughs with which they are com- 
monly covered render fome degree of {timulus always 
neceflary, common bafilicon, with a large proportion — 
of red precipitate, anfwers for this purpole exceeding- — 
ly well. Two drachms of the mercury to an ounce 
of ointment, ‘make -very good proportions, and afford — 
one of ae bet dreffings for every ulcer of this nature ; 

x , by the ufe of fuch an ointment, the floughs 

t off, and a difcharge of proper matter has 
been induced, the treatment mutt afterwards be regu- 
lated according to the feveral circumftances already 
pointed out in the different preceding fe@ions on local 
ulcers. . \ 

‘When any of the glands happen. to. ape ihe fae of 4 
venereal ulcers, as it is always difficult to induce a 
pindly ‘uppuration 3 in them, it is fometimes nebtangs 
before 
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before a cure can be obtained, to deft 
or a confiderable portion of fuch ag 
hardened. . This is moft conveniently and moft 
done by reiterated applications of cauftic : the fur- 
face of the affected, glands be rubbed over every third 
or fourth day with lunar cauftic, fo much of them as 
has been greatly difeafed, may, in this manner, be 
Toon deftroyed; and the remainder, by proper atten- 
tion to every other circumftance of the cure, being 
_ brought to furaifh healthy granulations, the fores, 
‘without any farther diffienlty, will foon Aa brought 9 
heal. 

Although, in ae a by attending to all thefe dif . 
ferent circumftances as appearances may indicate, al- 
moft every ulcer of the venereal kind may at laft be 
removed ; yet, in long habitual and reiterated poxes, 
which have never been properly cured, the whole — 
frame comes to be fo contaminated with the infection, 
_as, in fome inftances, to produce fuch an inveteracy in — 
ulcers, as does indeed bafile all the efforts both. of na- 
ture and art, and at laft carries off the patients in very 
ereat mifery. Some fuch inftances I have feen in dit- 
ferent hofpitals, where probably fuch wi obitinatg 
can are ony met pwith. 





"Ee I. “Congral. Remarks on Scurvy. 


T was remarked ina former feétion, that, under aie 

appellation of Scorbutic Ulcer, there have in gen- 

| eral been ranked a great many of thofe’ eruptive dif. 

eafes to ‘saad the fkin is susanaig as the itch, feveral 
{pecies 


ei , 
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fpecies of lepra, &c. But the real nature of true feur- 
_ wy being now much better underftood, and it being | 
known that no fuch fymptoms as eruptions of that 
kind ever occur in it, the impropriety either of apply- 
ing the term Scorbutic to fuch, or of treating them as 
_ fymptoms of that difeafe, muft appear exceedingly. 
evident. ee gE EE re Rh y. 
(We have already remarked, that ulcers which pro. ° 
ceed from any of the above mentioned eruptive difor- 
_ ders, are probably connected with a very oppofite 
 ftate of the fyftem to that which takes place in thofe 
really fcorbutic : The former generally, if not always, 
awe {uppofe to depend upon an inflammatory diathe- 
fis; whereas, in true fcurvy, the fluids arrive at prob- 
_ ably the higheft degree of diffolution and putrefaétion 
of which in the living body they are fufceptible. We 
_ know that doubts have been entertained of this point; — 
but ‘they will not -be readily admitted by thofe who- 
have had opportunities of attending cafes of real 
~ feurvy. Se : | fps : 
_ - From the writings of feveral old authors, it ap- 
‘pears, that feurvy was a well known diforder fome - 
- ages aga; but the true caufes, fymptoms, and meth- 
- od of treatment of the difeafe, were never, very accu- 
rately underftood till Dr. Lind’s publication on the - 
fubje& appeared. | ee a REE hus 
' The feveral fpecies of fcurvy enumerated by au- 
thors, viz. the Muriatic, the Alkaline, &c. fo named 
from the nature of the caufes fuppofed to produce 
_ them, are now known to be very falfe and improper 
diftinGions ; the true {curvy being always of the fame 
_ Mature,'and always produced by the fame caufes, 
_ wherever thefe occur, in whatever climate, and wheth- | 
er at fea or on land. ee eet 


| § Qe Symptoms and Caufes of the Scorbutic Ulcer. a 
_ Among other. fymptoms of {curvy enumerated by — 
Dr. Lind, in his ingenious treatife on this fubjeét, the 

| ‘ ulcers 


ts 





(220 _ Obfervations on the 






ulcers, which are fo common in that difeafe’ 
ularly defcribed:; and ashe gives a very clear 
ting idea of them ;-we fhall here tranferibe verbatim 
the Dotor’s defeription of them. = >) 


. “The diftinguifhing charatteriftics of pmetie ul. 


cers are as follow: They afford no good digeftion ;: 
but a thin fetid fanious ftuff; mixed with blood; 


- which-atdength has the true appéarance of: coagulated 
- gore lying caked-on the furface of the ulcer, and is 
awith. great: difficulty: sain of or feparated from the 


parts below.» 
"The fleh underneath ‘nese Aojatna feels to the 
probe foft. or {pongy, and is very putrid. No deter: 
gents or efcharotics are here of any fervice ; for though 
fuch floughs be with great pains taken_ away, they are 
found, again at the next drefling, where the fame fan- 
guinious: putrid appearance ‘always. prefents itfelf : 
T heir edges are generally of a livid colour, and puffed 
up with excrefcences of Proud flefh arling from below 
a the fkin. 

<< Wher too tight a comprefion é is nde in aes to 
ca the fungus from rifing , they are apt to leave a 
gangrenous difpofition ; and the member! never fails 





— to, become edematous, ‘painful, and for the’ mott 8 tb 


ipo thd ue. e or) pF Th 
weet ches difeafe increafes, they at length come to 
fhoot out a foft: bloody fungus, which’the failors ex- 
prefs by the nanie of Bullock’s Liver; and indeed it 
has a near refemblance to that fubftance when boiled, | 
both. in colour and confiftence. » It often rifes in a 
night’s time to a monftrous fize; and, although de- | 
itroyed by-cauteries, actual/or potential, or cut {mooth | 
witha biftoury, in which cafe a plentiful hemorrhagy 
generally enfues, it is found at next drefling as large as 
ever. They continue, however, in this condition a 
confiderable time, without affecting the bones. 
“<The flighteft. bruifes and: wounds of feorbutic 





| perf degencrate into fuch ulcers: Their appear- 


ests 


- 
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ance, on whatever part of the body, is fo fingular and 
uniform; and they arefo eafily diftinguifhed from alk. 
others, by being fo remarkably putrid, bloody and) 
fungous:; ; that we cannot here but take notice of ‘the’ 
impropriety of referring moit of the inveterate and» 
obftinate ulcers in the legs, with ven mite tent i 
pearances, to. the feurvy.?*% 9 , 
This accurate deicription of. ie Bidedoades ulcer: 
comprehends almoft the whole. appearances ever ob- 
fetved in fuch affeGtions.. Only it may be remarked,» 
that at land, unlefs in very particular fituations, and 


airs =e Palinigh expofure to all the moft active caufes © 


of fevrvy, fuch inveteracy as is deferibed by Dr. Lind» 
is not: often met with: But in every country,’ and! 


fone, perhaps, more frequently than in fome parts of: 


this kingdom, flighter degrees of the fame kinds of) 


fores very often occur, forming what by praQitioners ° 


in general. are termed Boul or Malignant Ulcers.” 


An:the Royal. Infirmary of this place;.fores of iste 


kind are frequently met with, accompanied fometimes»* 


with even the moit phicetiecilve fymptom of feurvy,: 
foft fpongy gums. In the worft cafes, however, that 


Lever met, with here, there never was the appearance 


of fuch a high degree of putrefcency i in the fyftem as 


_ we.are told happens frequently in long voyages at fea... 


The reafon of this may be, that fuch complaints of 


the fcorbutic kind as occur in this. country, appear ' 


_ gerierally among the loweft clafs of people; and pro-”’ 
ceed rather, from, the want of a fufficient fupply of * 


food, than from confinement to any one kind that‘can’ 


' beat all: confidered as paiecetait pine or as. preditss . 
poling to feurvy. 


In fuch. patients, keh, putrid sribacine Ges fede die evel 


_ prevails to uch a degree as to produce ulcers in parts‘ 


previoufly found ;, but it never fails to fhew itfelf in» 


ulcers either already’ formed, or in fuch wounds 'as: 
‘ halk to be ap fates willed fuch a-ftate of the fluidet 
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fubfifts, Indeed, very many of ‘the ulcers upon the 
legs, and other parts of the generality of our poor ’ 
people, frequently partake, more or lefs, of ‘the real - 
{corbutic taint ; as is evident both from their appear- 
ances, caules, and particularly from the method of © 
cure that is found to fucceed beft ; a good nourifhing - 
diet contributing more towards a cure than all the ap- | 
plications ufually employed. . | 

The immediate or proximate eauife of -fuch ulcers, ; 
as of every other fcorbutic. fymptom, may be referred 
toa certain degree of putrefcency in the fluids; which 
again may be induced by a variety of caufes, but of 
which the moft material are, living conftantly upon 
falt provifions ; a total want of vegetables ; with ex- 
pofure to a cold moitft atmofphere. Many other ex-— 
citing caufes of the diforder might be mentioned ; but 
as this would lead to a more extenfive difcuffion of 
the fubjed than is here intended ; for further infor- 
mation, Dr. Lind, Sir John Pringle, Huxham, and 
other authors, olin treat more pena on mbsf fone hg : 


| my be confulteds. i>) + 


is 35 Of si Cure of the Scorbutic Ulcer. ' . Las | 


‘The cure of the feorbutic ulcers, it is exidents muft 
depend much upon the corredtion of the putrid dia. 
thefis in the fyftem ; for which purpofe vegetables of _ 
all kinds, but efpecially thofe of an acefcent naturey.. 
with milk and whey, are found to be: almoft certain’ 
remedies. ‘The different fecretions, efpecially acre . 
by the fkin and kidneys, thould-be gently promoted :' 
and as the former in a particular manner is almoft ene . 
tirely obftruéted in every cafe of fcurvy, She! ref tor ing: 
of a due perfpiration is found to: havea a confiderable 
influence in the cure ;. probably by ca: ying of many. 
of the putrid particles with which the fluids in fuch’— 
cafes always abounds Gentle laxatives too, Mies he ~ 
fame reafons, are of ufe; and, as fuch, Tar narinds and. 
Cream of Tartar with Manna, anfwer well, he be 
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Thefe, together with a total abftinence foci falted, 
food, and a proper attention to avoid all the other ex~ . 
citing caufes of the difeafe, very commonly effe& a 
cure of every feorbutic fymptom, and among others, 
of fuch ulcers; the beft external applications for 
which are antifeptics of the moft powerful kinds. 
_ Lind, recommends Unguentum Aigyptiacum, and. 
Mel Rofarum acidulated with Spiritus Vitrioli. » 

Thefe in general are the remedies found moft ef- 
fe&ual,'and which are commonly employed in very 
bad caies of {curvy ; but in fuch putrid ulcers as oc- 
~ eur moft frequently in this country, the feptic ftate of 
the fluids, as we have obferved above, feldom. advances: 
to fuch a high degree, as to render it particularly nee-- 
effary to confine patients to what may Freer be: 
ealled an antifcorbutic courfe. : 
The common malignant or {corbutic plhcen of this: 
climate feeming, as was already remarked, to proceed — 
more frequently from a real deficiency of food, than 
from any other circumftance ; putting the patients by 
degrees upon a full allowance, with a daily, though 
moderate, proportion of fome generous wine, has al- 
ways a poweriul ‘effect in promoting their recovery. 
. “This, we muft obferve, is a point of more import- 
ance in the treatment of thefe ulcers than is common- 
ly imagined, -and the attention of practitioners ought 
to be more directed to it than is generally the cafe. 
Inftead of prefcribing medicines for the cure of fuch 
ulcers, much more advantage would be derived from 
a well regulated nourifhing diet ; and efpecially whem 
to this is conjoined, as we have faid, a moderate pro- 
portion of wine, or, what 1 have frequently imagined 
as anfwered better, a proper allowance of porter or 
ftrong: beers} athe foul old ulcers of poor people in 
every ‘country are moft frequently induced by indi- 
gence, and are kept up by a real want of nourifhment. 
| In all {nol cafes, therefore, the praétice of hofpitals 
Ww would probably “prove more beneficial, by laying the 
: i ufe 
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fe of internal tiredicines almott totally afide; and. by 
employing the favings thus | produced, i in furnithing 
fuch’a diet as we have been here recommending. | 

The sn bark, however, is a remedy which, ine 
tilcets of this kind, proves frequently ufeful ; it com- - 
monly indeed proves more feryiceable here than in. 
any other fpecies of fore. When given in proper. 
quantities, which are always to be. determined by the. 
{tate of the ftomach, it feldom fails of producing, in- 
the courfe of a few days, a confiderable change for the 
better. For fuch {eorbutic ulcers as occur in this~ 
country, the bark indeed is almoft the only. internal 
medicine that is ever neceflary. - 

“With refpe& to the ufe of mercury in siete ay of 
fores, it ovglit always to be kept in view, that in ul- 
cers really {corbutic, inftead of acting as a remedy, if 
given in any confider able quantities, it proves always 
extreme ly hurtful. Lirid, from a great deal of expe- 
rience, fays, with réfpe& to this point: “* Mercury, in 
‘a truly fcorbutié ulcer, is the moft pernicic us medi. 
cine that can be ufed.??* So that a proper d in, 
between fores of this nature, and the feveral eruptive 
diforders commonly termed Scorbutic, appears in the 
treatment to be a matter of confiderable importance : 
in the latter, mercury may not only be generally given 
with i impunity, but in fome: inftancés with advantage ;_ 
whereas, in the former, it can never be admiiniftered : 
but with very great: hazard. 

Peruvian bark, as an external application, too; an- 
{wers exceedingly well in all fuch ulcers; pledgits” 
dipped in a ftrong decoftion of it, and applied to the 
fores, have generally a confiderable effe& in correcting 
the fetor and putrefcency of the difcharge : But the 
beft application for that purpofe, ih thefe ulcers is the 
carfot poultice, which when conjoined with t le inter- 
nal ufe of bark, and a proper regimen, in ie urfe of 
a fhort ane ti ally corrects ene Bg efcency wh 
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prevatte’ fo effetually, that the fores being drefled fier 
a few days longer with pledgits of bafilicon and red _ 
precipitate, with z a view to procure the removal of any. 

floughs that remain, a cure is afterwards commonly | 
eafily obtained, merely by attending to the directions | 

formerly laid down for the management of ulcers in 
general, and particularly to the introduétion of an if- 
fue, along ‘with moderate compreflion. byt means of a 
roller. 

- What has hitherto been fate with, noida, to the treat. . 
ihént of feorbutic ulcers, applies, in a great meafure, 
with equal propriety, to all fuch fores as are in the 
Jeaft corinected with a putrefeency of the fluids, from 
whatever caufes this may have been induced. Thus, 
fiich. fores, as remain after critical abfceffes that. fuc- 
ceed to putrid fevers, require the fame general meth- 
od of treatment: and the fame may very probably be 
found to be the moft effe€tual in thofe produced by 
pettilential diforders ; though, as I never had an op- 
 porttinity of feeing the real plague, I cannot from ex- 
ci? venture to affert i it. SMS: Geka 
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_Obfervations on the ScropuuLous year. 
sat tbe Symptoms. a, Caufee f the Sepa 
ve as 


leer. 





| EDY farophiulbts ulcers, are meant thofe mae ‘ohioht. 


-fwellings as appear in different parts of the hedyi 2s as 
hago s of the fcrophula or evil, 

‘From the frequent occurrence of ferophula, it is. 
 fucha well known difeafe, » that itis ean unn Yann | 
ie ibid mek Pi: rhs “bere, 


A 
oe vere s 
3 oe 
a . 





& D remain after the opening or burfting of fuch- 


— 
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here to give any defcription of it. It begins. sna in. 
dolent, fomewhat hard, colourlefs tumours ; pe which at 
_ firft chiefly affect the conglobate glands of the neck ; 
_but, in procefs of time,;: the cellular fubftance, liga- 
ments of the. joints, and even the bones michotnnes 
come to fuffer. . 

« In ferophula, the Fwollineras are: ireack more “moveas 
ble than thofe of the fcirrhous kind ; they are gener- 
ally fofter, and. feldom. attended with much pain : 
They are tedious in coming to: fupputation ; 3 are very. 
apt to difappear fuddenly ; aad again to rife in fome 
other part of the body. We may likewife mention, 


as characteriftic circumftances of this difeafe, aremarks 
able foftnefs of the {kin, a kind of fullnefs of the face, - 


with. generally large eh and a sad delicate coins 
‘plexion.. 
Ulcers which: appear. in ferophula folders yield. a 


good difcharge; affording, upon their-firft appear- 


ance, a vifcid, glairy, and Gqaieuinass a whitith curdled 


‘matter, that afterwards changes i into.a more thin wa- 


tery fanies. The edges of the fores are frequently, 
though not always, painful; and are conftantly very 
much raifed or tumefied. As long as the {crophulous 
diathefis fubfiits 1 an the conftitution, fuch ulcers very 
often remain for a great length of time; without fhow- 
ing any difpofition either to heal 6r f turn worfe 3 at 
ether times they heal very quickly, and again bréak 
out in fome other-part of the body. « 

A variety of caufes have, been mentioned as tending 


to produce fcrophula ; namely, ‘a crude indigeftible 


food, bad water, living in damp low fituations, its be- 
ing an hereditary difeafe; fon in fome slau en- 
demic. Wiis e 

Many other. cates dices eon been enumerated. by 
authors ; ; but we cannot. propofe to enter i ito.a, full 
confideration of them here. ‘This, however, may Be 
obfer ved, that whatever “may,” in different circum- 
fiances, be the ie or .predifpofing caufes of. 

{crophula, 








et eA? 


: at Teaft x m ich” 
tution in gener 


= 


‘uance of matter colle&ed in the different © 
which’ ‘occur in this” difeafe, without occafioniag el- 


See: XU. ue Scrophulous Ulesr, Ms aay: 


ferophula, the difeafe itfelf either depends upon, or is 
‘connected with, a debility of the-confti- 
1, and probably of the lymphatic fyfe 
tem: in particular 5 the complaint always firft fhewing 
itfelf by fome affections ‘of the latter. - And that de- 
bility has at leaft a confiderable influence in its pre-- 
duétion, is probable, not only fror om: the evident nature’ ~ 
of many of the caufes which are known to be produc. 
tive of fcrophula, but likewife from fuch remedies as 
ate found to prove moft ferviceable in the cure, which 
are all of a tonic invigorating ue ee 


Rie OF the @ure of the Scrophulous Ulaer. 


“Et was long fuppofed, that fcrophula dedeitadty upon 
an acid acrimony of the fluids ; and this, it is proba- 
ble, gave rife to the ufe of burnt fponge, ‘different 
kinds of foap, and other alkaline fubftances, as being 

the beft correGtors of acidity. But although a four- 
nefs of the ftomach and prime vias a frequent fy ymp- 
tom in {er@phula ; yet, this ought not by any means” 
to be imputed toa general acefcency of the fluids, 











but: merely to that relaxation which fo univerfally 


prevails in this difeafe, arid this efpecially as it often 
occurs in other difeafes where no a Acrunony | has 
been ever fufpected. | 7 
There is another ea anh mnie too, which renders: 
it fill more probable that no kind of : acrimony what- 
ever exills in fcrophula, namely, the very | ea ontin- 


ellings. 


ther much pain, or mapa” any tendency t to ‘cotrode 


- the furrounding parts; there being many ‘inftances. 


of fuch collections fubfifting, even for years, ‘without 
exciting any kind ‘of. uneafinels : And in fa@, the 
feveral remedies recommended for the correétion of 
aa nh Sader ee as has been fuppofed to exift in 
Beh us. complaints, never have, at leaft fo far as 
have feen, any qnfluence in the - cure. CP SORT ee 
a Ee i Gentle 
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Gentle mercurials are fometimes of ufe, as refolvs. - 
ents, in {erophulous fwellings ; but nothing has ever” 
fuch a.confiderable influence as a frequent and copi- 
ous ufe of Peruvian bark. Chalybeate and fulphure- 
ous waters, too, have frequently proved ferviceable in 
fcrophula ; ; and along and continued ufe of mild ape- 
tients of the faline kind has likewife had fome influ- 
ence in. refolving fuch. tumors as occur init. Cold 
bathing, too, efpecially in the fea, together with fre- 
quent moderate exercife, is often of fingular fervice ;. 
as is likewife change of air, particularly toa dry cli-. 
mate. 

With refpea to the treatment 6f felonious ul. 
cers, as long as the general morbid diathefis contin- 
ues in the fyftem, it is commonly in vain. to attempt 
their cure: Nor would it indeed be always fate’: ae. 
the fores, when dried up in one part, very. commonly 
break out fomewhere elfe; and they juft as readily 
fall upon the lungs, or fome organ effential to life, as. 
on any cther part. . 

Such inftances, indeed, are very frequently met 
with, whether the fores heal up naturally or by the af- 
fiftance of art: We fhould therefore be very cautious 
in the application either of repellent or of drying 
‘remedies; and fhould chiefly endeavour to correét the. 
general difeafe of the habit, by the ufe of fuch ftrength- 
ening. remedies as are commonly found to prove moft 
ufeful.’, 

Till ee difeafe is eradicated fh diets the habit, all that 
fhould in-general be done to the fores, is to give as. 
free and open vents to the matter as poftible, fo as to 
prevent effectually the formation of finufes. | 

The beft applications for {crophulous ulcers, are the 
different faturnine preparations : of which the watery 
folution of Saccharum Saturni, Goulard’s Cerate, and. | 
Unguentum Saturninum, anfwer exceedingly well ; 
for they tend greatly to prevent the fpreading of 
Scrophuies fores, which is otherwife wey apt to oc~ 

? oe, 
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“eur, and to ‘Yemove that inflammatory complexion 
“which they fo frec uently put on when Aelaing, qrre- 
cations are much’ employed. — 

“A continuation of fuch fimple dreflings as thefe we 
rei ‘recommended, is all that, in general, fhould be 
attempted, fo long as any diforder of the conftitution 
is found to remain, But, in fome cafes, the ulcers be- 
‘come {welled and ‘painful; they’ difcharge an acrid 
and corrofive matter ; and grow otherwife fo inveter-" 
"ate, as to render other refources neceff lary. 

“When thefe circumftances occur, a carious Yone may. 
’ frequently be fulpe&ted to be at the bottom of the 
fore ; and then nature, muft be. afli fted, as much as 
-poflible, in ‘throwing off fuch parts of it as are moft dif- 
“eafed, and that are become loofe.  Phis, in many fit- 
“yations, may be eafily. done: but when the complaint 
‘fixes on any. of the large joints, art can feldom/afford 
much affiftance ; ‘and: as amputation of the member i as. 
“not in thefe circumftances, always advifeable, from the. 
“great tik of the difeafe returning in fomeé other part, 
“nature alone muft generally be trufted to fora cure.” | 

Heirs fuch a ‘fituation, therefore, as no operation: "éan. 

sbi expected to contribute much-to the removal of the 
-diforder, the moft effe€tual means fhould be adopted. 
for afifting nature in getting the better of it. With 
this view, a continued ufe of fea bathing often proves. 
_yery.feviceable :. but this remedy, in order to haveany: 
confiderable effeét, fhould be continued, with proper. 
{ntervals for a number of year 8, inftead ofa few weeks. 
annually, which is all-that is. commonly thought. 
mh Stag? A 

\. “The-bark,’as feruiarlpidinededy thould full be con- 
Ped ; and I have fometimes obferved very good ef-. 
feds from a conjun¢tion of it with cicuta, particular- 
Be in get etiar fi a eer difcharge from. seins 
ores. 

When, in courfe of time, and by proper. attention. 
“to the eee S vhecsiipaatiy we haye mentioned, 

there, 


/ 
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_sthere-is-reafon,. from. the fores thowing a.tendency. to 
heal, to hope that, the general morbid difpofition of 
the fyftem i i pretty much eradicated, nature is. always 

ogreatly affifted in the cure, and that too is rendered 

_ mach more fafe,. by the introduction, of an. ‘iffue fome- | 
what: proportioned 1 to. the, difcharge yielded by the dif 
ferent fores, and which, when: the ulcers have been of: — 
slong duration, fhould: certainly. be'continued. for. life. 
Gentle compreflion .has, in the feveral preceding _ 
feétions, been. recommended for different. kinds of ul- 
cers; -but in no fpecies of fore is it either fo evident! x 
indicated, or of fo much real utility, as in fcrophulous 
ulcers :. in. which that fwelling. and ‘tumefaction,. which 
frequently raife their edges to :very confidérable 
heights, often :prove'a greater hindrance to the cure 
Bas any - other saroumitanss 5: and which, when. no, 









pee 3 any refledual pha A rh Pemetr met 
__-eyhore than to, point-out as concifely.as. poflible. thofe 
| imeans. by which nature is beltodisied in hen ates 
towards acures 
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Gnnist Corollaries relating: ‘to the Mangement * 
6 “Uleers. 


‘AVING. endeavoured, in the ike fe€tions; 

to invefticate every point of i importance relating 

to the different Apecies of ulcers, it will not inthis 

place be confidered . as improper, our exhibiting, by, 
fore 3 


Sea. Hl. Management Fl Ulcers. a. BE 
Peto: 3! 





way, of conclufion, fach general corollaries as nature 
“ally refult from what. bas been faid. Z 
“lr, It app a8," ‘that, ‘except in a few inftances, 





‘namely, . in Lues Venerea, Scrophula, and Scurvy, , 
that ulcers are weve ‘to be conldered: merely as lo- 
‘cal cae pelonai ore 
&That, adopene in one or other ok the ane: 
sheglioned! diforders, the varieties in the matters dif-:- 
charged by ulcers | depend always on fome particular. 
‘affeCtion of the’folids in the part difeafed, and. not on 
any morbid foate: of the blood. or other fuids. Or Se 
: +a “That ulcers appear to be ufeful or prejudicial 
to the conftitution, not by the. quality of the matter. 
~ afforded by them, but by the quantity: And accord- 
ingly, that the cure of even the oldeft fore is rendered. 
perfeétly fafe by the introdu€tion and prefervation ‘of 
‘fuch an ifue as will yield the fame quantity of fluids 
which the fy: ftem has, OY means of the ulcer, ‘oct ace, 
cuftomed to throw off. | 
Ome "Phat, im the cure wa vicsiapl hen firft circum-, 
ance to be determined, is, whether they are to be con-. 
fidered as general or topical complaints. If they ap- 
“pear tobe of the former kind, fuch remedies mutt be. 
‘adminiftered as are known to be mott effectual for the 
-sorreétion of the difeafe with which they happen to-be. | 
-gonnected ; in’ other refpects, the treatment of fuch. 
fores is nearly the fame with thofe. originally of an un. 
mixed fimple nature. - 

2 goo Phat, “ithe topical treatment of ulcers ofie every. 
-kind, the principal object to be kept in view, is, to re-. 
duce them’ as nearly as poflible to the ftate of fimple. 
purulent fores; for, which purpofe the different reme-. 
dies have been* pointed, out in the feveral. preceding. 
{eGions. : 

6. That when ulcers are once reduced:to the fime. 7 
ple {tate abovementioned, their farther treatment, in. 
general, becomes a very eafy matter; as the cure is. 
then to be entirely effected by a proper attention to, 
the three following circumftances,. | rit. 
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obferyed, of fuch a fize as:may carry off nearly the 
fame quantity of fluids which the fyftem has, by means 
of the fore, been accuftomed to throw Ot sunt 

ad. To the prefervation of the matter, in a purulent 
form, the feveral means for which have been already 
fully pointed out; but the principle of thefe, it may, 
be remarked, are, the avoiding every kind of i irritation, 
by ufing the mildett dreflings only; and preferving, i in, 
the parts affected, a proper degree of heat. 
atid ke the | ‘application of gentle compreffion, not 
only upon the ulcer itfelf, but on the neighbourin ; 
found parts alfo. . 

_ We have taken various opportunities, in the courfe 
| of this work, to recommend the application of preffure 
in the cure of: ulcers. In addition. to what we have 
already faid upon this point, we think it neceflary to 
obferve, that this remedy is not as yet fufliciently 
known, otherwife it would be more generally employ- 
ed. Thofe who have not feen it ufed, would fcarcely 
ive credit to the accounts we ‘could give of its univer- 
fal utility in. the cure of fores; but from much experi« 
ence of its effe&ts in almoft every fpecies of fore, we 
can venture to affert; that’ thofe who haye not employ- 
edit, have deprived ‘their patients of the moft powex- 
ful application which has, hitherto been invented for. 
the cure of ulcers. 

Thefe are, in fhort, the principal eae Mince to, 
be kept in view in the management of ulcers; and. 
which, in different parts of the Pree ceTag: fections 
tate been more fly explained. 


% 


rf. To the introduction of an iffue, as was lately 
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PART I 


‘Qaeravarions on WHITE SWELLINGS oO 


» 


the JOINTS, 


vera ts 
or the Spt and Cay of W bite Seclings 





Gr 1. General Remarks on White Swellings. 


THERE are not, probably, many diforders. to: 
which the human, body is liable, which prove. 


either of worfeconfequences to patients, or that are 
 lefs underftood by practitioners, than white fwel lings 


: of the joints ; infomuch that, whenever the difeafe i is 
; thoroughly formed, it is in general confidered as in~ 


curable. 
This cought certainly to be a very ftrong indute-. 
ment with every practitioner for catrying his refearch- 
cs 
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this naa in any Beto “he retale of the Saal 
ing remarks, I fhall always confider the time beftow. 
ed on them as having been ufefully employed. _ 

The term/White Swelling has commonly been ap- 
plied to fuch enlargements of the joints as are not ate. 
tended with external inflammation or difcolouration 
of the fkin and common teguments ; the only fymp. 
toms which at firft commonly take place, being a 
-greater-or els degree.of {fwelling, with a-deep feated 
pain. In the progrefs. of the difeafe, indeed, the 
whole furrounding parts come to be fo much affected, ~ 
that inflammation is at laft communicated to hn kin, 
.itfelf; and when, this.terminates i in abfce es and Cen 
“fequent ulcerations, it is not at all uncommon to d& 
2 grit many openings farrounding the whole | joints, 
that are fo difeafed: : 

Though there ‘are, ‘by diferent writers, feveral de. 
tached obfervations | upon this complaint,* yet no reg- 
ular account has e ver been ¢ given “of it, farther than. 
what hea be met phils Saute ions on dif. 










9 2. J Diffirant ‘Gites i. White Goblins: 
There feem evitently. to be two different _fpecies of 


white” fwellings, entirely: ‘diftin& from one ya : 
and asthe one is-of a much milder nature than the — 
other, and very frequently admits -of palliation, a 

fometimes bg el of rsa) cures, which. 






Pict” Va 
‘ 

* See Monro’s. aR ato Edin. 1781, P abo) and a pape ithe 

Simpion, 3 in Vol. IV. of Edinburg Medical Eflays, See-é o a paper. 

1 this: fubject,” inferted in a Collection of ‘Pathological Inquiries and. 

Diane, in Surgery, by Richard Brown Chel OD, he to fe, 

Ghocefter inf imary. , 
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“never does, it would feem to be a matter of import. 
vance fo to-characterize’ the different -warleties, that the 
one may be bein sand: piles ae ol ate from 
pthe ace betas 


ores 


cits ip ee fae it rie pins ap fe seal pits 
“known of what particular nature the diforder in. reali- 


.tyis; yet, when it is far advanced, and wh nan ex: 
act hiftory of.the fymptoms cannot be obtained from 


,patients themfelves, it is often j jm poffible to make any 
ccurate or certain diftin@tion; the fymptoms of both 
cies being in. the latter. flages of. the cen com- 
Tognly: veryfimilar. 
When. this,. however, i is not the aie and a pradti- 
-tloner is. called:in before the fymptoms have made any 
reat progrefs, he may commonly, with.a little atten. 
ge form.almoft.a certain. judgment of the 1 nature. of 
_the complaint. And, as I have had many opportuni- 
.ties of feeing every: fpecies: of the diforder, in all its 
‘{lages, I propofe, firft to give as exaét an account as 
_pollible of the rife and. progrefs of the different fymp- 
-foms in each, Apecies 5 ; then to mention the feveral 


“appearances in the: joints, - which in .each of them 


pare obferved on. ,diffeGtion, - with the moft com. 
mon exciting. and- prectlpotng caufes of the dif 
‘order ; and, Jaftly, I thall enumerate the diferent 
remedies. ‘that I: have known ufed for it, with their 
aeepal effects... 


 Swellings of this nature, it may. be vomidrlcd, occur. - 


in every joint of the body ; but much more frequently 
) in the large than i in the fmaller j joints: 1 hus, at leaft, 


twice as many are “met with in the knee and. ancle 


Apints, as. in all the reft at. the. apie befides. 


fF 


be venen mA the ion sie ‘Part ie 


$ 3: eR the Sypris by ve fol or + Rbewnatie Specie 
~ of White Swelling. 

: The firft, and ‘what may be confidered ds the mott 

“fimple, fpecies of the difeafe, begins with an acute 

pain, which feems to be diffuled over the whole joint, 


and frequently even extends along the tendinous apo- 


neurotic expanfions: of fuch muf{cles as. are connected 
with’ it. There is, from the beginning, an uniform, 
Swelling: of the whole furrounding tecuments, which, 
in different : patients is in very different degrees ; but. 
at Is eae fo confiderable as to occafion. an Neco, 


<a 








a his Eran ay the ah Haas Khe ‘ei been con 
igaeed as an original fyme tom. of the diforder ; but 
when duly attended to, it will always be found to be 
“rather a confequence of the difeafe, and to have arifen 
from the abovementioned caufe. Ia confequence, 
"too, of the total want of motion, which from this cir- 
‘cumftance ts always produced, fuch joints in a very 
hort time generally become quite {tif and i immovea- 
“ble, and feem frequently to be ir in a a fate of complete. 
“and 3 real anchylofes. neates 

“Lf the diforder, either by nature or by the effeéts of 
proper remedies, is not now carried off, the fwelling, 
which originally was not perhaps very confiderable, 
begins gradually to augment, and goes on till it fomes, 

times. 








( 


. 
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times increates, to Arash or even thrice the natural fize 
‘of the. part. ‘3 

‘The cuticular yeins become turgid and aricofe 5 
the limb below the fwelling decays confiderably in its 
flefhy mufcular fubftance, at the fame time that it fre 
ahenny, acquires an equality in point of thicknefs, by 
becoming cedematous ; the pain turns more intolera- 
ble, efpecially when the patient is warm in bed or is 
otherwife heated ; and abfceffes form in different parts 
of the fwelling, and fun in all different directions, 
whilft at the fame time they frequently do not appear 
to communicate with one another. 

- In all thefe abfceffes, a fluctuation of a fluid, upon 
peice. is generally evident, as is the cafe in every 
collection of matter not very deen feated ; but, inde- 
pendently of the fluduation, all fuch fwellings ‘afford 
a very peculiar elaftic feel ;' ‘yielding | to prefftre, at 
the fame time that they do not, like oedematous fwell- 
ings, retain the mark, but inftantly rife again as foon 

as the preflure is removed. 

Thefe different collections, either upon breaking of 
themfelves, or on being laid open, difcharge confider- 
able quantities of matter, hich at at firft is generally pu- 
rulent, and of a pretty good confiltence : it foon, how- 
ever, degenerates into a thin fetid ill digefted fanies ; rf 
and has never, at leaft in proportion to the quantity: 
difcharged, any remarkable influence in reducing the 
fize of the {wellings, which {til retail nearly their | 
former dimenfions. 

If the orifices from whenee fuch matters flow are 
hot by'art kept open, they very foon heal Up 3 and 
new collections fornting in different parts, again break 
out and heal as before: So that, in Tong | continued 
diforders of this kind, the whole furrounding tegu- 
ments are often entirely covered with cicatri¢es that 
vemain after fuch ulcers. 

7 Long before the diforder has arrived’ at this flate, 
the i s health has generally fuifer ed confidera- 
bly ; 
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bly; firl%, from the violence of the’ ia whichis sites | : 
en fo great, as to take away entirely both fleep andap-) 
petite ; and then, from the ee a of 3 matter i 
the fyftem; which always ‘takes place in forme ‘degtee’ | 
from its firft formation in the dif eee abicefles 5 ‘bur 
which, indeed, never appears fo evidently, till the fave 
eral colleétions either burft of themfelves or are by i ne | 
. eifion laid open; when a quitk p vulfe, night ‘fweats; 
and.a weakening diarrhicea, vide certainly occur. ; 
and generally, at laft, carry off the patient, if the 
' member be not amputated, or if a cure of the diforder | 
be not otherwife effected. — ai ete: 
Thefe are the fevéral fy mptoms | se this fpecias of 
white fwelling, in all its different flagess We fhall 
naw, as was propofed, enumerate the appearances 
which in general are obferved on diffe@ting fuch fwell- . 
ed joints after amputation of the ‘member. 


S % Appearances abfe rved on ' Diffedtion, in the Rhee 
| matic Species of White Swelling. Maite, 


In fomie cafes, the pain, even in this fpecies of the 
complaint, is from the beginning fo violent, that prac- 
titioners are led at once to conclude it to. be of thé © 

- wort and moft insurable kind: And patients, rather — 
than, fuffer a long continuance of fuch a torment, as it 

is often attended with, and after all remain uncertain 

whether a cure is to be obtained, frequently satin | 
immediate amputation of the member. Ree 
Several fuch inftances I have feen, whete the oper; 

tion has been performed in very early periods of tia 
diforder. In all of thefe, the ogly preternatural af. 

- fe@tion obferved on laying open the iwellings, was, 4 

confiderable morbid thicknefs of the furrounding lig: 

aments, without any difeafe of the joint whatever ; : 
the bones and ge hin always. remaining perf 

. found, atid the fynovia | in a natural condition both ae 
to quantity and.confiftence. 

This thickening of the ligaments, though in weacddt 
it appears 1 a greater or lefs de gree, according as the 
complaint 
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"complaint has. been of longer or fhorter duration, yet 
we do not find that it always does fo; for in fome rez 


“cent inftances, the ligaments have appeared: more dif. 


eafed than i in others where the diforder had continued: 
| longer : : In the former, indeed, the {ymptoms were al-. 
ways found to have been very violent. 
_ In the more advanced {tages of the diforder, when 
abfeefies have. formed: in different parts ; when the’ 
pain has been long very violent, with great addition of 
sted ; on laying open the parts, the thickening of 
¢ ligaments i is then found to be more. confiderable, 
and is generally, if not always, attended with an effu- 
~ fion, into the furrounding cellular fubftance, of athick- 
: glairy matter, which appears to be the caufe of that 
_ elaftic feel peculiar to fuch fwellings, for merly taken 
notice of in the defeription. ie 
The different abfcefles of collections of matter are 
found to run in various direCtions through this ‘glairy 
albuminous congeftion, without, however, feeming to 
mix with it. In fome few inftances, again, together: 
- with colle@tions of pus, a gteat many {mall hydatides: 
ate obferved'; and in the faither progrefs of the difor- 
der, all thefe together form fuch a confufed mafs of 
diffetent matters and fubitances, that it is almoft im.» 
-pofiible, by diflection, to procure amore difltiné view 
_. of them, than what prefents itfelf on . their firlt being 
laid oper. 

_ Even all thefe appeararices I ee met with, je Me 
out aly affeGtion of the bones of the joint; which, 
together with the furrounding cartilages, upon cutting 
~ through the eptier ligaments, nemeined | perfedtly : 
fond, u 
When, tala by a very long Contunianiie of the. 
ehanehids thefe ligaments come to be corroded by the 
different collections. of matter, the cartilages,,and in 

e¢onfequence the bones; are very foon brought t 

fer ; the latter becoming carious, as foon as. ‘the forme 

er, by. ee tony of the matter, have been abraded. 
Bet bat 
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The tendons of the flexor mufcles, whieh ate always - 
in this difeafe; as was already mentions et fit 
and much contragted, do not, upon difleGtion, exhib- 
it any. evidently morbid | appearances, pees hd res 
{pect fo hardnefs or enlargement. We thall now, ag 
was Sigedens » gives ee i the kg ibe ea it 
the diforder. 4% 


D4. 






Pi 


§ 5: of the Syiiptoms of ih) more jel or Sitophit 
lous Species of White Swelling. - oe: 2 


In this {pécies of the difeafe, the pain is generally | 
more acute than in the other; and, inftead of being 
diffufed, it is more confined to a particular {pot, moft 
frequently to the very middle of the joint. In fome’ 
inftaneés I have known the patients fay; they could 
cover the whole pained part with a crown piece or lefs. 

The fwelling is at firft eomnionly very inconfider- 
able ; infomuctt that, ort fomte occafions; even when 
the paint has been very violent, little difference, in 
“point of fize, could be obferved between the difeafed 
joint and the oppofite found ones 

In this, as in the other fpecies of the Siento: the 
teaft degree of motion always gives vety great pain > 
fo that the joint being here too conftantly kept in a 
bent pofition, ftiffnefs-and rigidity of the ‘tendons 
come likewifefoon to be produéed. seas Te 

As the diforder advances, the pain turns more vio- 
lent, and the {welling become more confiderable, with 
an evident enlargement of the ends of fich bones as 
ecompofe the joints. 

In procefs of time, the tumor shales that elaftic 
feel formerly taken notice of, varicofe veins appear 
over its furface, and collections of matter occur in difs 
ferent parts of it? Thefe, upon burfting or being laid 
open, difcharge confiderable quantities, fometimes of a 
purulentdike matter, but moft frequently of a thin fe- 
tad fanies; and if a ‘probe be introduced, and can be 
pailed to yd battom of che fores, the: bones are found 


a 


Had ay - carious, 
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éarious, atid pieces of t ern 2 aré often. difcharged at the 
‘openings. igi 

On the farther continuatice of the diforder, the c con: 
-ftitution comes here likewife to fuffer as in the firft 
fpecies of the difeafe; and a diarrhora with night 
{weats commenting, the patient, though naturally per- 
haps of the fulleft habit, is reduced by lofs of fleth to 
the mott extreme weaknels. 


$ 6. Appearances obferved on D fiction, in the Seraph 
lous hap of White Ata 3 


Lhe spy 


“This deaoent fete occurs Tatton any 


other evident difeafe: but in general, and always in a. 


more advanced flate of the complaint, the foft {pongy a 


parts of fuch bones” are found to be diffolved into a. 


thin, fluid, fetid matter ; and that-too, in fome cafes, - 


a 


Without the cartilages which furround them feeming 


tobe much affected. In procefs of time, however, 


the cartilages come likewife to be diffolved ; and then. 


_ the different miatters, namely, the diffolved bones and 


fofter parts, mixed all togethcr, exhibit, when fuch 


fwellings are laid open, a itill more confuléd colle@tion 


than is generally obferved even in the worfe. tages of 
the other, {pecies of the diforder. 

_ Although it was remarked, that in the early ; perie 
_Ods of the ,complaint, the furrounding’ foft parts do. 


not always appear to be much affected ; yet, in its far. 


ther. pro refs, they likewife are generally brought to 
fuffer. ~The or become thickened, and the con. 
d figuous 


= 
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pO PEEL YG ¥ oe See 
ti ous caltalas membrane filled with pi vifcid glai 
Kind of mattér we mentioned when ieee ae the 
other ipecicy of the ioe. mh ae 


5 Atl Bd ot ay iy Ti 


‘§ oy: “Of the Caisfer of White Swelling of the Joints. sn 


~ Having thus: ‘given’ a particular account of the dif 
ferent appearances generally obferved in both fp ROR 
of white fwelling, we come now, in courfe, to the 
fideration of the different caufes which tend to ‘pro- 
duce them: And, to go on in the fame order with the. 
defcriptions that have been given, we fhall firft enu- 
“merate thofe that are particularly conneéted with that’ 
which we termed the firft or rheumatic Hise oh te 
diforder. sin * 
“All fuch ftrains 1 may be mentioned as ‘caufes, as par- 
ticularly affeet the ligaments of the joints, fo as to pies 
duce inflammation ; likewife bruifes, luxations of t 
bones, and in fhort every derangement which can in 
any degree be attended withthat effet 
‘A vheumatic difpofition, or Diathefis, as it is tein 
ed, may nere too be taken notice of as a principal caufe 
of ‘this ‘fpecies. of white {welling ; for, in every rheu-_ 
matic affection, the parts moft liable to be attacked < are 
the Hgamtents' of the jo‘nts, and other deep feated 
xiembranes. The diforders occurring moft frequent- 
ly in the large joints, efpecially in the knee, isa ftrong 
argument too for fuppofing that the rheumatic difpofi-- 
tion has a confiderable influence in its produdtion ; 
for it is well known, that rheumatifm, i in its moft evi- 
dent form, does really more frequently attack the larg-, 
er joints thaa any of the finaller: And, in fa@, we- 
find this ipecies’. of white fwellinp occurs: more ‘fre- , 
quently in young plethoric people, in whom the rheu-_ 
matic diathefis moft frequently prevails, than it ever 
dees in thofe of an oppofite temperament. | 
‘hat it is the ligaments of the joints only which 
are firft afleéted in this diforder, is from the hiftory of 
the diffe&tions rendered evident ; ; thefe, iv the’ firfk.. 
ae” | : th \ Sa te ~ ftages- ; 
fh me Mae a igo 


5 
j 
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ftages of the complaint, being almoft the only parts 
that are found difeafed: The effufions, into the cel. 
Tolar membrane, of that thick glairy matter we have 

taken notice of, are probably cccafioned by an exfus 
dation from the vellels of thofe ligaments that have 
been originally inflamed, as itis known that fuch parts | 
| never furnifh a proper fluid for the formation of pu- 
rulent. matter: In the courfe of the difeafe, indeed, 
~abfcefles containing real pus do always appear ; but: 
never till inflammation has been communicated to the 
furrounding parts; which more readily afford a fluid 
proper for this purpofe: 

I would therefore, upon the whole, tonelude, that 
this fpecies of white {welling is at firft always occafion- 
ed by an inflammatory or rheumatic affection of the 
ligaments of fuch joints as it attacks, from whatever 
caufe fuch inflammation may originally have pra 
ceeded. _ , 

edhe’ othet {pecies of the diforder,. from all the 
fymptoms | enumerated, and from the different: ap- 
peararices on diffedtion, feems evidently to be origin-: 
ally an affeCtion of the bories; the furrotinding foft 
parts coming only to faffer in the progrefs of the dif 
eafe, from their conneétion with and vicinity to thefe. 
_ This fpecies of white {welling very feldom occurs. 
as the confequence of any external accident. It gen- 
erally begins without the patient’s being in the leaft | 


able to account for it. From the effeéts ufually pros - 


duced on the bones which it attacks, it would appear’ 
to be a fpecies of the real {pina ventofa; and which, » 
again, is very probably a difeafe of the fame nature 5 
the bones that ferophula i is of the foft parts. Indeed, 
the appearances of the two diforders, after making ale 
lowances for their different fituations are exceedingly 
fimilar: they both begin with confiderable enlarges 
iments or fwellings of the: parts they invade; which, 
afterwards i in both, too, sn bp | end in evident ul 
5, a cerations ; 
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cerations; and they both likewife ae occur in’ 
the fame. perfon,. and at the fame time. 

2It is likewife obferved, that this ant of white: 
fwelling is generally either attended with other evie 
dent fymptoms of icrophula fubfifting at the time >. 
of that the patient im an earlier period of life has been 
fubje&t to that difeafe; or, what. is nearly the fame, 
that he is defcended from. fcrophulous: parents, and 
confequently moft probably has the feeds of that difs 
eafe lurking in his'conftitution. = 

From all thefe circumftances, it may i think with. 

probability: be. concluded, that this fpecies of white 
fwelling is commonly, if not always, of a ferophulous 
nature: And as it has.already been thown,. that the 
other {pécies of the diforder is to be confidered ag an 
inflammatory, or what we have termed a isla 
_ affection ; and a thorough diftintion of the two d 
- ferent fpecies being, in the treatment, a matter of 
much importance; it will not here be improper to 
give a fhort enumeration of the feveral eounnen or. 
eae charatteriftic {ymptoms of each. . . 


§ 8. Diagnofis gat 

The pain in the white fwelling from a rheumatic 
difpofition, is always, as was formerly remarked, from 
the beginning, diftufed over the whole joint, and on 
fome occafions extends even a confiderable way along 
the mufcles that are attached to it: ‘Whereas, in the. 
other {pecies of the diforder, the pain is not only al. 
ways at firft, but fometimes even when the complaint 
has been of confiderable Siphon, confined toa Wary 
fmall circumfcribed fpace, 

In the former, the {welling is aboays confined tothe 
{oft parts, and is from the beginning exceedingly evi- — 
dent: but, in the latter, there is feldom§ for fome time 
any perceptible'fwelling ; and when it does more fen- 
fibly appear, the boties’are found evidently to be the’ 

parts © ehieily, affected, the furrounding teguments 
| | coming, 
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coming only to Aaffer © on the further progrefs of the. 
difeafe. 

. Thefe are i aise local’ difecences: of the two fpe- 
cies of this diforder; but fome affiftance in the dif- 
tin@ion may likewife be obtained, from confidering 
the general habit of the patient, and the manner in 
which the complaint: may, deem ty have been pro- 
-duced, 
Thus, when fuch fwedtings: occur in young, ftrong, 
plethoric people, and efpecially in. thofe who have 
formerly been . fubjet to rheumatifm ; whether they 
have been the immediate confequences of external ac- 
cidents or not, they will moft probably always prove 
to be of the mildeft or rheumatic a of the dif- 
vorder. oe aR 
“Whereas, lied bveHives 6k this nature appear in| 
fuch patients as are otherwife evidently of fcrophulous 
difpofitions ; where, together with a finé {kin and del- 
icate complexion, there are either, on examination, 
found to be hardened glands in the neck, arm pits, or 
inguina ; or it is difcovered that the patient may be _ 
liable to fuch complaints from inheritance ; when ei- - 
‘ther any or all of thefe circumftances occur, and if the - 
diforder has begun in the manner formerly defcribed, 
‘(without any evident external caufe, we need be winder | 

-wery little’ doubt ‘in’ ‘siahi herein it to be of a: eee 
lous nature. ©. OS SOM 

The great utility of properly diftingaithing the two ' 
different fpecies of white {welling appears in no cir. 
cumftance | fo evident as in the treatment : In the one, 
there is fome chance, by proper remedies, of being 
ferviceable to the patient ; ; whereas in the other, viz. 
inthe fcrophulous, i it is not probable that art will eve 
er be ablé to pees much affiftance. Verna 


‘e 


er 
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te 1. . OF the ries of an i iret ere in the 
vm Rheumatic Species of White neces. 


r the rheumatic white fwelling, as it is always at 
firft evidently of an inflammatory nature, confid. - 
erable advantages are commonly obtained ‘by, a due 
attention to a proper antiphlogiftic courfe. » 

The firft remedy which, with this view, Thould: be 
employed, 1S blood-letting ; ; but, inftead of general. 
evacuations from the arm or elfewhere, it proves al- 
ways more effectual to take the blood immediately 
. from the part affe€ted. Cupping and fecarifying is | 
here a.principal remedy. The inftrument fhould be 
applied to each fide of the difeafed joint ; on each fide. 
of the rotula, for inftance, when the knee is the part 
affected; at leaft eight or ten ounces of blood fhould 
be difcharged ; and this fhould be repeated at proper 
intervals, once, twice, or oftener, according to the vi- 
olence of the fyiiptorn and ftate of the saeoed S 
ftrength at the time. 

In the ordinary way of difcharging only an ounce 
or two of blood by this operation, it has, in general, 
very little or noinfluence ; but in the quantities men- 
tioned, which, by. thofe accuftomed to the practice, 
are commonly eafily obtained, it is moft frequently 
attended with very confi derable effects. | 

It muft here be obferved, that cupping is in thefe 
_gafes’ much fuperior to the application of leeches ; 
whigh i is not only a more tedious method of procur- 


ing 
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. the fame ‘quantity ‘of blood, but the Gwelling \one 


_ cafioned by the application of any confiderable num- 
_ ber of them proves frequently very troublefome ; ; and, 
what is often of worle confequence, it frequently gives 


an interruption, for a time, to the ufe.of other remes 


dies. In fome inftances, however, when the fwelling 
of the joint is confiderable, it proves difficult; or even 
; impracticable, to procure a fufficient quantity of blood 
by cupping: In fuch cafes, we are under the necel- 
fity of applying leeches, which feldom, fail of Sbtein- 
ing as much blood as is required. 
wire the anterior part of the joint, where the cnp- 
glaffes or leeches have not been placed, a finall 
Bitter fhould be direétly applied ; and the part fhould 
be kept open with iffue ointment, till the wounds 
from whence the blood was difc charged: are fo far heal. 
ed, that a veficatory may likewife be laid en one fide 
of the joint; and as foon as this is nearly healed, the 
other fide fhould bealfo bliftered. 
~ By thus alternately applying them, firft to the one 
fide, and then to the other, almoft a conftant ftimulus 
is kept up; which, in deep feated inflammations, 
feems to have fully a more powerful influence Souls 
the difcharge occafioned by blifters. » : 
Gentle cooling laxatives, at proper intervals, are 
here of ufe too: _and the patients fhould, in every re- 
fpect, be kept upon a ftrict antiphlogi ciftic courfe, both - 
as to diet and eyery other circumftance : : From a due 
- attention to which, with a continuance of the topical 
treatment already recommended, I have frequently 
obferved very confiderable advantages, more indeed 
than from any other remedies I had ever an RPPot 
nity of ufing i in this complaint. | 
itis in the firft ftages only, however, ab che difeafe, 
that fuch a courfe can probably be of much fervice’; 
and in thefe, Tam from experience convinced, that 
it has freq juently effected cures in cafes which other. 
wile 
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wife would probably have’ proceeded to the laft flages 
of white fwelling.. 

The original inflammatory affection being removed 
drains of this kind feem to have little or no influence; 
and ought not now to be long perfifted in, as the 


tend to prevent the ufe of other remedies, which, in 
an advanced ftate of the difeafe, prove erosnely 


bie efficacious. 


$e. Of the Eifeets of Mies Feidtion, sie other : 
_ Remedies, in the more advanced Stages of White 


Swelling. 


> 


The inflammation being mottly gone, and while 

> there are yet no appearances of the formation. of mat. 
ter, mercury 1 have fometimes known of ufe 3“ not 
given fo as to falivate,- but merely to affect the mouth 


. gently, and to keep it fomewhat fore for a few weeks, 


The beft form of ufing mercury, in fuch cafes, is 


certainly by way of unétion ; as it allows, at the fame 
time, of the application of frition, which in all fuch 


{wellings may of itfelf in fome meafure-be confidered 
asaremedy. For this purpofe, an ointment of quick. | 
filver and hog’s lard fhould be prepared ; but with fo. 
fmall a proportion of the former, that two drachms. of. 


the ointment may be fafely rubbed in, three times 


a day. In order to rub in that quantity of the medi. 
cine with gentle fri@ion, and fo as to receive all the — 
advantages that attend the prattice, an hour at leaft 


fhould be fpent each time in rubbing = for, however, 


ufeful fri€tion in fuch cafes may be when properly 


applied, in the ordinary way of continuing the reme- 
_ dy for a few minutes only, it is not probable it ever 
can have mitch influence. : 

Gentle mercurials, given internally, are here fome- 
times of fervice too ; but, as all the advantages to be 


derived from them in this form are obtained from the . 


unction, fogether with any benefit that may enfue 
i | from 


—ee 


i em 
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from the friftion ufed i in applying it, the latter fhould 
certainly be preferred. — | 

By Le Dran, and other’ French: stool falls of 
warm water, on fwellings of this nature, are much 
recommended ;. and there is much reafon to thiak,. 
that a long continued and reiterated application of 
this remedy, may, in the firft ftages of thefe com. 
. plaints, be often attended with very good effets. Of 
this, indeed, I haye now had many opportunities of 
being convinced ; and from the well known relaxing 
property of moifture when conjoined with heat, there. 
is the greateft reafon to imagine, that a proper apph- 
cation, efpecially of warm emollient fteams, will, if it 
is ever generally employed, be found to-prove more 
ferviceable in diforders of this kind, than perhaps any 
ether remedy. | 

In the. ufe of warm water in wer af white fwelling, 
the friction. occafioned by its fall on the part, inde- 
pendent of every other. circumftance, may probably 
cary a very confiderable influence: At leaft, this, I 
think, is the principal effect which cold water can in 
_ this way produce; I have known it> frequently uled, 
and, on fome occafions, with advantage. | 

By a proper ufe of thefe different- applications, 
namely, of the feveral topical remedies in the firft or. 
inflammatory ftate of the difeafe, and afterw ards, but 
fill before the formation of matter, of mercurials, 
- frition, &c. many affe€tions of this nature have beer 
entirely removed; But, in many inftances, whea 
either by the ufe of medicines, or by an effort of na- 
ture, the {welling and pain are almoft entirely, or 
even wholly removed, it frequently happens, by the . 
bent pofition in which the. limb has for a long time 
been kept, that the ufe of the joint comes to be en- 
tirely loft, as it often contracts fuch a degree of 
ftiffnefs, that any attempts to move it, are lair 
peisaded with very great pain. 

‘Unluckily, 


Yah 


as to become firmly conjoined in co 
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Unluckily, i in all fuch cafes, thefe affettions of the 


"joints have been conftantly attributed to one or other 


of two different caufes, which are both in their nature 
incurable ; namely, either to the ends of fuch bones 
as compofe the joints having run. Ne o one another, fo 

fequence of the 
-furrounding cartilages being abraded ; or to the in- 


“fpifflation, as it is termed, of the fynovia of the joints, 


whereby their cavities are fuppofed to be entifely fiJl- 
ed up, and no fpace thereby left — Aye motion of cs 
different bones. ‘ 

Both of thefe opinions, however, ‘ can, apna a great 
‘number of faéts, affert to be, in general, “at leaft very 
ill founded’; for although, by an abrafion of the car- 
tilages: which furround the different bones at the 
joints, an union of their extremities may very readily 
be, occafioned, and is no doubt on fome occafions the 
caufe of fach affeétions ; 5 yet, from a variety of diflec. 
tions," am convinced that it is an exceeding rare OCs 
currence, and.in cafes of white fwelling never happens 
but in the moft advanced ftages of the diforder: the 
‘only caufealmoft of the fiffnets of the Joints, 4 in fuch 
cafes, being that contracted ftate of the flexor tendons, 
formerly taken notice of in the defcription ; at leaft 
in nineteen cafes out of twenty it feems to be fo. 

There is nothing indeed more deceiving than the 


- feel on fuch occafions; for when the diforder: has 
- been of long duration, the ftiffnefs and immobility of 


the joint are generally fo confiderable, as, at firft fight, 
to make it feem very probable, or almoft certain, that 
a real conjunction of the bones had taken place : Ma- 
ny inftances of this I have known, which had been all 
alone confidered as real anchylofes of the worft kind ; 
but which, on diffetion, were conftantly found to 
proceed merely froma. contracted ftate of the flexor 
mufcles and tendons.) : 

With relpe& to the other opinion; which formetly 


prevailed fo ore and which is ftill held by : 


many, 
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‘many, that affections of this kind generally proceed 
“from an infpiffated ftate of the fynovial fluid, it has 
“for fome time been much doubted by many anato- 
’ mifts, whether or not fuch a ftate of that fluid ever 
“occurs; and from all the opportunities I have had of 
= diffecing fuch difeafed joints, ] am much corivinced, 
that it either never does take place, or at leaft that it 
‘is-an exceeding rare occurrence. For, in every cafe 
of this kind [have met with, even when the difeafe 
“had been of very long continuance, if: the capfular 
ligament of the joint remained undivided, fo that no 
“matter from the furrounding foft parts got admit- 
“tance,. and when the'ends of the bones were not be- 
‘come carious, the fynovia always retained its natural 
colour and confiftence : So that it is very probable, 
‘the many caufes of difeafed joints, which have been 
attributed to affeCtions of this fluid, have been more 
founded on there ik rm than on. fats and Nil 
“Fence. 

As hie Riffnets ap the joint, Sloneeaine which to a 
certain degree always occurs in white fwellings, pro- 
ceeds feldom or never from either of the caufes men- 
‘tioned, which might probably both be confidered as 
incurable, but merely from a preternatural contraction 
‘of the mufcles and tendons, we have, from this cir- 
cumftance, great reafon to expe€t, that in many fitu- 
ations, a good deal may be done towards its removal. 
And in fa&, there is no doubt but that complaints of 
‘this kind, which often remain after every other fymp-— 
tom of white fwelling has difappeared, may, on many 
occafions, be removed, merely by a long continued 
~ufe of emollients : foveral inftances, indeed, of this, I 
have feen, fome of which had been thought to be of 

the worlt fpecies of anchylofis. ~ > 
_ The beft, and probably the leaft offenfive colb ied ) 
that can be ufed, is pure olive oil applied warm. A$ 
much of it’as can be eafily confumed by an hour’s 
— fri@ion, fhould be regen rubbed in at leaft 
three. 
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«three ties a day ; and inftead ag confining abies fein: 
tion entirely to the rigid tendons, which is the com- 


mon practice, it fhould be extended over the whole: a 


mufcles, even to the infertions of their other extremi- 
“ties ; but-more efpecially on their flefhy mufcular 


parts, where the principal caufe of the. continuance of 


fuch complaints is probably feated ; thefe parts being 
chiefly, i 9 

and confequently of the refifting, powers...) 

LD have known ufed, too, in this: complaint, as an 

emollient, and often with advantage, an oil esate 
from. animal bhalran icy known by the name of Neat’s 
foot Oil: but as itis more apt to turn rancid than 
olive oil, it is not fuch a pleafant application; and as 


it is not ‘poflelfed of any fuperior relaxing properties, ~ 


the other will hoe for that realete be commonly 
preferred. ering vat aaeg 
he diforder. now. ander pil ie nainely,-a 
Rift joint, is fo evidently one of thofe which particu- 
larly require the ufe of emollients, that almoft every. 
old woman has fome particular form or other of: rec- 
Oe ommending them ;. one of which T cannot avoid men- 
tioning, as I have frequently known it ufed, and-in 
- two cafes particularly, with de is oe advantages, 
viz. the web or omentum of a new killed theep, or of 





any other animal, to be applied over all the difeafed 


parta dire@ly on. being cut out of the animal. = 
In the two cafes alluded to, one was in. the knee, 
ask the other.in the hand; and the motion of: the: 


joints, after having been totally loft, was almoft pers - 


_ feGly reftored.. The application fhould be renewed 
as frequently as poffible, once a day at leaft, or oftener 

when it canbe done: for on being more than four 
_ or five hours applied, it becomes difagreeable ; -and, 
after that time, indeed, as it commonly turns ftiff, it 
cannot then probably be of much fervice. The fame 
kind. of gee ales in femnewhet a sdifierent ern 


el 





not altogether, pofleffed ‘of the-contraétile, 


ee a 
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1 find recommended by sasha a celebrated 
French practitioner.* 

_ LT have been the more particular on meat part of the: 
‘fubject, as I have often thought, that with alittle at. 
tention, the ufe of many joints might be recovered, 
which, from a miftaken notion concerning their caules, 
have generally from the firft been ‘contidered’ as in- 
curable. 

. The diforder has hithetto Linley fappolea not to Sbe 
fo far advanced as to have occafioned the formation 
of matter; for, when it is come that length, no.con- 
fiderable advantages can be expected from any of the 
- remedies we have recommended : but, even in this. . 
Mate of the complaint, if the patient’ ’s health does not: 

abfolutely require it, amputation of the member fhould 
-by no means be. performed immediately, as it'moft. 
frequently is. For, by paying attention to open the 
different ab{ceffes foon after their formation, the mat- 
ter may be pretty certainly prevented from affecting, 
or effentially injuring the capfular ligaments of the- 
joints; the deftruction of aig would, ‘no doubt,’ 
_ render amputation neceflary. ait 
By the ufe of the feton, as was fatensbely diretted i me 
other cafes of impofthume the difcharge of fuch cols 
leftions is certainly and eafily effected; is never at - 
tended with an inconvenience ; and has fometimes: 
been, and may frequently be, a means of faving many 
fuch difeafed joints. | At leaft, when a limb is at fakaye | 
the prattice recommended, is on all occafions worth. 
trying: and there never, it: is probable, can be any ° 
well grounded objection made to it, unlefs the patient’s 
conftitution be fo much reduced as to produce much’ 
rifk from any farther delay ; in which cafe, amputa- 
- tion oi no a on to be pour igen ss baa 


* Mr. Lieutaud fays, shen {peaking Be fhch oy “ see ee 
- etiam pars affetta belle calida vervecis, vituli, sities Meal toa recens 
maétati, vel immittitur in imum yentrem bovis, vitali calore haud de- 
Cada Synopiis U. Univerlae Praxeos Medicz, vol. 1. p. 400. 
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if fuch abfeeffes as occur be opened foon after their’ 


frit formation, there will always be fuilicient time for. 
obferving what advantages are to be obsiined, from the | a 


difcharge which is thus produced. | 
It is neceflary, however, to remark, tat itis is in "cals. 
le€tions of matter only for which we heré mean to rec- 


ommend the ufe of fetons 5 for it frequently happens, “s 


in rheumatic affections of the larger joints, that effu- 
fions of ferum teke place in very confiderable quan- 
tities; which, merely by the application of moderate . 
friction to the parts affected, are frequently alto ether, 
abforbed. ‘Chis, however, happens rarely in. aber 
of real purulent miattér: fo that whenever collections 
of this nature Gccur upon a joint, they ought to be 


difcharged ; and the. fafeft method of effecting i it, is 


undoubtedly by the introdu€tion ofafeton. 
With refpedt to the ioft proper period of the difeate 

for amputating limbs difeafed in this manner, it may 

be obferved, that, even in point of fuccefs from the. 


operation, it oug sht never to be advifed till the com. 


plaint is pretty tar advanced > For. though, @ priori, 


it might be imagined, that the more early, in the dif. 


eafe, amputation of the member is employed, the more 
fuccefsful it fhould prove ; and although this, indeed, 
has been made ufe of as a common argument for am- 


putating very early in every cafe of white fwelling ; i 


et; however plaufible the obfervation may fate, it 
will not, from experience, Iam perfuaded, be found to . 

hold good. . For, in this diforder efpecially,I have con- 
-ftantly. obferved that amputation has more frequently 


fueceeded, that is, a greater proportion of fuch pa-. 
tients have recovered from it, who have previoufly been 
confiderably reduced by diarrhoeas and other, weak. 
ening fymptoms, than of fuch as have ftill remained 


in a full plethoric ‘habit of body. 

In the former, when the conftitution has not been 
60 much broken, and we have it always in out power, 
to iinen again its being iy the rie Sriptons of . 
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: eae remo’ 
taken, off: =A ° hig inbopesn sffadliong. are ever 


Gre ae. 


laa yteedies very | foon ee. In the ei | 

again, t oy very | reverfe of all. thefe circumftances Gen 
curs: The patient, from being in. high health at the 
‘time of the operation, is generally.t thrown into a fmart> - 
inflammatory fever ; which is, no doubt, very. i. | 
removed, but which frequently either carries off the 
patient immediately, or produces fuch effeéts as he 
hever thoroughly recovers from. . +3 3 

So that in no. cafe whatever i is it proper to hays’ re- 
_courfe to amputation, until every. probable. means for 
faving the limb has been tried in vain. 

All the means we have hitherto recommended, r eg 
late particularly to. the rheumatic fpecies of the difor- . 
der; and when. employed i in time, and duly perfifted 
in, they will frequently be found of fervice: but when 
the difeafe is fo far advanced as to have deftroyed the- 
capfular ligaments of the joint, and perhaps even the . 
cartilages and bones themfelves, amputation of the 
member is then no doubt the only refource. 

In the more fatal {pecies of white fwelling, namely, 
the {crophulous, as I know no certain remedy for 
fcrophula, even in its milder form in the foft parts of 
the body, I cannot here pretend to offer any thing fat- 
isfactory upon the fubject. 

In the {mall joints, when the difenfed parts of the 
bone begin to caft off, a cure may be fometimes pro- 
moted by affifting the efforts of nature; butin all the 
-large joints, particularly in the knee and ancle, it is 
not : probable that any other refource than amputation 
will ever afford much relief. ‘And even the effets of 
_ this operation can feldom be depended on as lafting ; 

for when the'general fcrophulous difpofition {till fub- 
fifts in the conttitution, the diforder will moft proba- 
a bly. 


as6 Of the Treatment, te. Part Tif. 


bly appear again in forh¢ other part ; which, however, 
in the advanced ftageés of the difeafe, it is fometimes’ 
necéflary to run the rifk of, the pain being often fotors 
menting as to make it more eligible to fubmit to any 
hazard rather than to bear it longer. i nial ea tee 
- When, however, for fome reafon or other, amputa- 
tion is determined againft, by there being almoft a 
- cértainty that the complaint will foon return, from thé 
fcrophulous difpofition’s appearing wery ftrong in the 
fyftem, it then becomes neceflary to have recourfe to 
palliatives, fo as to render the complaint as tolerable 
as poflible ; and, with this view, opiates in large dofes, 
by moderating the pain and procuring reft, will, in 
general, be found to bethe principal remedy. 
~ In other refpedts, all fuch medicines and- articles of . 
regimen, as are found to prove beneficial in fcrophula, 
ate adyifable ; but for thefe, as it would be foreign to’ 
the intention of this treatife to enumerate them, 2 
former feCtion of the fecond part of this work, together 
with fuch authors as have written more fully on the” 
{ubje&, may be confulted. mihiing’ Aiea ap’ 
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_ treatment, eae 45 
Abfeeffes, when they ought to be opened, CG ae meuecupren, 
_-———— always injured by the accefs of air, - 47 
different methods of opening, © == s+ |g 6 
method of opening by. caulticy six va - ibid. 
| ecenneacen —opening by incilion, -— - wid. 
en --opening by the introduction of acord, 49 
Acid, vegetable, i its fedative powers, Me gaptcah et 24 
—— Vitriolic, its ufe in gangrene, - - 66 
Alkaline fubftances, their effects in {crophulous ulcers, 229 
Alcohol, its effects in gangrene, ee io 66 
Amputation, the mof certain remedy in cancer, - 195 
- circumftances which render it paEeeuer ew 
| cancer, 2 a, 188 
——-—-—- obfervations on, in cafes of wid fwellings, 254. 
Antimony, its ufe in cutaneous affections, ~ vo Byrd ssh O 
Muti tifceptics, their effects in {corbutic ulcers, |. . 223 
pha their ufe in {crophulous ulcers, “ - 228 
spare mild, their general utility in ulcers, - oe 
fenic, obfervations on, in cancerous ‘diforders, - 184. 
5 ke increafed action of, .. *- Atel 19. 
Aftringents, their ufe in cutaneous affeAions, ihe Juetngest 
pee their utility in the cure of ulcers, “ ney 
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| Banpacz, fpiral, its ufem callous ulcers, == = 1G 
_ Bark, Peruvian, its effects in gangrene, _ ait 63 
— —- beft mode of exhibiting it, pd 64 
w-—— red, an account of its effects, - een | sc 
— Peruvian, ufeful in carious ulcers, Ra ow i 
often neceffary in the fimple vitiated ulcer, 123 
_ - its utility in venereal ulcers, — =. 217 
its ufe in f{corbutic ul€ers, - ai ae ame 
- an external application in fcorbutic ulcers, ibid. 
its ufe in fcrophulous ulcers, - 228 
Bath, warm, proper to be ufed in a courfe of mercury, 214 
Bodine, warm, its ufe in cutaneous ulcers, ST oa iiadie oh 
Belladona, obfervations on, in cancerous ulcers, e 184 
Bijflers, their effects in white fwellings, Fie Sh gy tl Ei aa 
stitches its utility in cafes of phlegmon, - 31 
. its eabects 3 in white fwelling, . 246 
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Buboos, when opened, difficult to cure, Ree 235 
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Cleailinefc, particularly: neceflary i in cutaneous ulcers, = 194 
Cher jon, its utility in the cure of ulcers in general, = Y¥4 
at vant ufeful in the cure of icrophelous ul- 
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Saad a principal agent in the formation of pus, 39 
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Dfiues, their debilitating effects, é De 82 
——— their effects in-the cure of ulcers, aoa: So. 
in what manner they operate, “ “Sr: 
often neceflary-in the fimple vitiated uleer, p 125 
—— their utili ty in fcrophulous ulcers, t t 230 - 
~—— their ufe in cutaneous affections, — » : 2c3 
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: cutaneous affections,, — pee 196 
—— the fcorbutic ulcer, - are 
-—— their effects in gangrene, - tate Gy 
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Lead, preparations’ of, their fedative powers, pct we 26 
——— external application of, never prejudicial, . - 28 
———— preparations of, not to be employed for promoting 
fuppuration, f - “ . ype 
= tifeful in cutaneous ulcers, - 105 
Leeches, obfervations on their ufe in white fwellings, a 
fometimes ufeful in carious ulcers, «i! eGa 
Ligature, fometimes proper in the fungous ulcer, « 132° 
- directions for ufing in the fungous ulcer, >“ abid, 
Lime-water, an ufeful application in ulcers, - 11s 
Sanaa itera in carious ulcers, REA ee eee 158 
— in cutaneous ulcers Sele 194. 
Langs, why very liable to inflammation, 2Q. 
Lymph, coagulable, its influence in the forrhation 66 pus, 37 
M i 
Mex rofarum, its ufe in feorbutic ulcers, 223 
Mercurial, their effects in fcrophulous ulcers, - 228 
Mercury, fimple triturated, the beft form of exhibiting ie 214 
folution of, proper in the callous ulcer, 142 
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~~ its utility mn venereal ulcers, eS Oe 
——-——. its ufe in white fwelhines, : - 248 
its effects in feorbutic ulcers, - Beef 
_— corrofive fublimate, its ufe in cutaneous affections, 195. 
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Mezereon, decoction of, its ufe in cutaneous affections, 196. 
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Nitre, obfervations on the ufe of, in the cure of ulcers, 127. 
: O . 
Ox, warm, its ufe in white fwellings, bare 25 
Ointments, proper in carious ulcers, ° - 168 
Omentum, the warm application of, ufeful in white {well- 
‘ings, | - - oe ae 
Opiates, internal wfe of beneficial in elisa tion: 32 
ufefulin wounds, = * - Ne ibid. 
their ufe in white fwellings, © - 8 a 
~~~ fometimes proper inthe fimple vitiated ulcer, =» 123 
— why commonly avoided in inflammation, - 
Opium, as an external application, fometimes tise em ce in- 
inflammation, ~ ie ee - 25 
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Park, Mr. obfervations’ on his method of amputating. the 
ends of bones, - - - 160 
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Phlegmon, definition of, : ” - 16 
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Poflure, attention to, recommended in the cure of ulcers, 116° 
Pus, ‘definition of, = . s 24 
r+ different opinions of its formation, at 3 ae se 
does not exift in the blood, + NER es 36 
——~ is formed from ferum, . . - hla - Zbid. 
—— Sir John Pringle’s experiments upon, - ibid. 
~—— Mr. Gaber’s experiments upon, . . Nae 45 
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Reermen, directions for, i in the cure of ulcers N 118 
——--4in carious ulcers, - Ss Ge 161 
Remedies, internal, their ufe in cutaneous ulcers, gre teen 
Ref, always neceffary in the cure of ulcers, ee NG RS 
Rollers, flannel, recommended in the cure of ulcers, 100 
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Saccuarum faturni, the beft preparation oflead, —_ - 28 
Saccharumfaturni, form of ufing it, = - 29 
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Saturnine applications, their effects in {crophulous ulcers, 228 
Saturni, facch. combined with lac fulphuris, ufeful inccutane- ++ 

ous affections, - - wai 200 
Sal ammoniac, ufeful in gangrene, - er tee 
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Sarfaparilla, decodtion of, its ufe in cutaneous akiets, 195.) 
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Scari gations proper in carious ulcers, ; mie 161 
not neceflary in mortification, 97 66 
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Scurvy, general remarks on, fr ster we dne 2180 
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Sedatives, their external application in inflammation, sn ca a 
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